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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE SECOND REPORT of the Joint Committee on Training 
and Qualification for Associate membership of the RIBA is 
now published, together with notes showing the decisions 
reached and the points on which further action is being taken. 
A sub-committee has been convened to give further study to 
two recommendations—\, that the Board of Architectural 
Education should adopt certain conditions for the purpose of 
reorganising part-time courses for exemption from the RIBA 
examinations; 2, that the Design examinations in their present 
form be discontinued. The text of the report begins on p. 244 


THE WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION paid out £27 million 
on “ cost of works”? payments and £5 million on “‘ value” pay- 
ments in 1954. Total payments now amount to £1,147 million 
in 4,650,000 separate payments. p. 261 


THE BRITISH civil engineering industry is ready and fully 
equipped to carry out the Government’s proposals for new 
roadways, Sir George Burt has said. p. 261 


THE DEATH IS ANNOUNCED of Mr. John F. Matthew, 
partner of the late Sir Robert Lorimer. p. 261 


THE GOVERNMENT’S DECISION to introduce a compre- 
hensive Bill this session to deal with air pollution on the general 
lines of the Beaver Committee’s report was announced in 
Parliament by Mr. Duncan Sandys. p. 263 


A TOTAL of 1,922,655 new houses has been completed since the 
war, 347,605 of them during 1954. Private builders have erected 
332,460 of the grand total. 291,477 houses, by all agencies, 
were under construction at December 31 last. p. 265 


BUILDERS who failed to build to the agreed Standards of the 
National House-Builders’ Registration Council would find that 
“sooner or later the Government—whether Conservative or 
Socialist—would be compelled to impose by regulation some- 
thing to take the place of this voluntary service,’ Mr. G. 
Langley-Taylor told a Birmingham meeting. p. 268 


Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


A NEW DEAL 


TT'HE long-awaited report of the Architectural Education 

Joint Committee appears in full on pages 244-9, 
together with notes on the action already taken by the 
RIBA Council. The first impression is entirely favour- 
able. The Committee have made a calm and judicial 
pronouncement on a vexed subject, and the Council, with 
reasonable promptitude, have adopted some important 
recommendations. Perhaps the most important are those 
which will have the effect of levelling up standards as 
between the RIBA’s own examinations and the school 
examinations which it recognises as being equivalent, and 
those which will add to and define the responsibilities of 
the RIBA Visiting Board. The satisfactory working of 
the “ recognised school ” system depends on the Visitors 
doing their job thoroughly, and to many it will come as a 
shock to realise that their duties have never been clearly 
laid down and that they have no standard examination 
syllabus which they could apply as a yardstick. In addi- 
tion to their normal duties the Visiting Board are now 
required to look into the whole subject of teachers’ 
qualifications, a matter on which the figures given in the 
Report are sufficiently startling. Here, surely, is prima 
facie evidence to support the familiar allegations of imprac- 
ticality in some schools of architecture. The doubling 
of the minimum period of practical experience to two years 
is another salutary step, the effects of which will have to 
be considered in relation to the recommendation for closer 
co-operation with the building industry on_ training 
matters. 

When all this is said, there remains one vital matter 
which the Council have referred, among others of less 
importance, to further investigation. The continued wide 
demand, from both students and employers, for part-time 
courses of training is acknowledged and accepted in the 
Report as a proper and healthy one; those who elect to 
follow this method of preparation are entitled to all the 
help and encouragement the RIBA can give them. But 
the Report leaves no room for doubt that training courses 
which are trammelled by the RIBA external examinations 
cannot be as enlightening as those which enjoy the 
privileges of “ recognition,” with all the freedom which this 
confers on teacher and taught. Yet “recognition” has, 
in fact, been granted to very few part-time courses outside 
Scotland. The Report makes practical proposals for the 
extension of recognition to such courses, and it is these 
proposals which the Council have not yet accepted, but 
have referred to a new sub-committee. 

The Report offers positive recommendations for improv- 
ing the system of architectural education and for eliminat- 
ing the grosser inequalities. The prompt adoption by the 
RIBA Council of most of these proposals must not be 
allowed to obscure the fact that the profession still awaits 
a decision on the essential question of part-time training. 
It is difficult to see how the Joint Committee’s recom- 
mendations on this matter can be modified or circumscribed 
without disregarding known facts. It would seem, there- 
fore, that the new sub-committee will be concerned with 
ways and means. When the RIBA makes a further pro- 
nouncement it should be clear what response is called for 
from architects, teachers and students. 

The whole profession has demanded a new approach 
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to architectural education, but the RIBA cannot make a 


revolution by decree; it is an examining body not an 


educational institution. It can, however, indicate which 
forms of training seem to offer the best prospects of 
revitalising architecture and of ensuring that acquired skills 
of design and technique are passed on to enrich the life of 
these islands. An unequivocal promise of encouragement 
to practical forms of part-time education will give new 
heart to schools, offices and students. The profession, 
with the industry behind it, must then shape these courses, 
and in doing so it must take advantage of all developments 
which in the past 15 years have taken place in the training 
of students for other careers. There is wide scope for 
experimeat. The Institute must not flinch from calling for 
radical solutions of great variety. That is the least that 
it must do, and the most that it can. 


THE QUEST FOR FINE ARCHITECTURE 


HERE are only a few occasions during the year when 

senior architects, speaking formally within a position 

of authority, have the opportunity of saying what is in their 

minds and knowing that what they say will reach a wide 

audience. The President’s Address is one, and the 
Criticism of Students’ Prize Work is another. 

Year by year we sense a certain concern in the minds 
of the older men that architecture to-day is suffering from 1 
certain malaise, which is stultifying its natural progress and 
bemusing the young student; and this year the same feeling 
has pervaded both the Address and the Criticism. 

The great temptation for a school of architecture, and 
the great attraction for the student of new mysteries, is the 
guest for a general prescription to apply to the process 
of producing architecture whereby, by applying certain 
rules, and asking oneself certain unspoken questions, 
each and every design problem produces an inevitable 
answer which must thereby become architecture. Such a 
line of approach does, indeed, make it possible for a large 
number of students to be directed into a common process, 
and to produce a uniform output, but it does not prove that 
the process is right nor that the output is of necessity fine 
architecture. But many years of following such a line is 
bound to produce in the end a majority in the profession 
who have been trained to think along certain lines 
and whose work bears the imprint of their limitations. 
Some, it is true, moved by an inner genius, come to realise 
that a prescription is not enough and that the architect 
must “ feel ” as well as “ think.” 

Of recent years little has come about to soften the self- 
inspired logic of mass teaching unless the change of term 
from that overworked word “ functionalism ” to the more 
up-to-date “ utility’ can be accepted also as a change of 
heart. Both words, however, convey but half a story, 
though both flatter by such a near approach to truth; for 
every piece of fine architecture must fulfil the job for which 
it is intended, and must accept that purpose as a part of 
the process of design. But what a long way this leaves us 
from fine architecture! It is good enough for a robot 
packed tight with electronic apparatus, but entirely 
inadequate for Man, built in the image of his Creator, or 
for life, which should be a joyous experience. 

Great architects of all ages have found their way through 
the problem by using the whole of their being and not 
merely one corner of the brain which is reserved for the 
settling of logical arguments. They have accepted the 
inner urge to give more than the minimum, to touch with 
grace and ornament the bare shell which the practical needs 
of the problem demand, to soften the lines of structure as 
nature does with the natural elements of growth in the 
world of plant and animal life, where utility is at least as 
urgent an element. 

Our misfortunes thus grow more from insensitive hearts 
than from false arguments, and it is for us to see that the 
hearts of young students do not become atrophied by disuse. 
They must be encouraged to feel that the problem they 
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undertake to solve in the studio is not a bit like a problem 
in mathematics for which there is one inevitable result if 
the right processes are followed and the figuring is accurate. 
It must be presented to them first and foremost as a quest 
for beauty, an opportunity given them because certain prac- 
tical purposes are at stake, but in no way complete so soon 
as the various compartments become arranged in a con- 
venient interrelation. 

The schools have an enormous influence upon their 
students, and they would not exist if this were not so. It 
is, therefore, all the more important that such influence 
should be of the best and that it should fire the student 
with enthusiasm for the joy with which fine architecture 
can stir the heart, as well as for the mere learning of things 
which can be taught. It is not possible to teach a student 
to be moved by the beauty of building, but it is possible 
to influence him towards recognising it and to open his 
eyes to things he would not see without understanding. 

It is the feeling that the schools are not fulfilling this 
purpose that is so disturbing; for when teachers teach 
teachers and so on ad infinitum it needs a giant to raise his 
head above the assembly line, in an age when there are few 
giants. We, outside the inner circle, can do no more than 
express our feelings, and trust that men will come who 
can restore studentship to that happy and entirely satisfying 
state which older men enjoyed in more spacious days. Out 


of that only can we hope to see our age once more adding 
worthily to our great architectural heritage. 





ATOMIC POWER STATION, CALDER HALL.—A recent 
photograph of one of the two identical reactors now being built at 
Britain’s first atomic power station, which will be the first full- 
scale atomic power station in the world, at Calder Hall, Cumber- 
land. Each of these reactors will consist of natural uranium, 
embedded in graphite and cooled by carbon dioxide under pressure. 
The carbon dioxide circulates through heat exchangers to create 
steam for turbo-generating plant. It is expected that the plant 
will be ready for operation next year and will supply electric power 
to the national grid. The civil engineering and building work is 
being carried out by Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd., on 
behalf of the UK Atomic Energy Authority. 
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Notes of the Week 


PROGRESS IN HOUSING 


HE latest housing returns, details of 
which are given on page 265, show 
that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain in 1954 was 
347,605. This figure is an increase of 
28,826 over the previous year, and the 
highest annual total since the war. Thus 
the Government’s target of 300,000 houses 
a year, which their opponents at one 
time held to be impossible of attainment, 
has been beaten for two successive years, 
and by large margins. This is a truly 
great achievement on the part of the 
building industry, and of the suppliers and 
manufacturers of building materials and 
components. If the industry can now do 
something about costs they will really 
have given the complete answer to the 
controls-and-quotas school of thought. 

The past year showed a marked trend 
away from the supremacy of the local 
authorities as the provider of houses in 
favour of the private builder. Last year 
private builders built 90,636 houses and 
flats, an increase of 44 per cent. on 1953. 
At the same time the number of houses 
built for letting increased by 0.4 per cent. 
to 256,969. This last figure is likely to 
mark the peak of local authority building 
as more emphasis is placed on private 
enterprise, and with the local authorities 
concentrating more and more on slum 
clearance. 

The grand total of permanent houses 
and flats completed since the war is now 
1,922,655, of which 332,460 have been 
built by private builders. 


USES OF GLASS 


A LECTURE was given by Mr. Edward 
Elton on “Glass Panelled Walls and 
Ceilings,” at the Building Centre on Janu- 
ary 18, under the auspices of the Incor- 
porated Institute of British Decorators 
and Interior Designers. Mr. Henry Dowl- 
ing was in the chair. ; 

Curtain walling, which has come to the 
front with a rush lately, was the subject 
of several of Mr. Elton’s slides, and 
seems likely to become as lively a battle- 
ground in the War of Materials as its 
Edwardian. (medieval, of course, not 
Teddy-boy) prototype in military archi- 
tecture: some big  siege-engines are 
meantime deployed, writes Basil Marriott. 

One sometimes feels that the versa- 
tility of materials is apt to be overplayed 
by some of their sponsors, though others 
(as noted in connection with the asbestos 
evening I wrote about here recently) are 
commendably aware of their limitations 
and the component part they can best play. 
Mr. Elton tackled a subject of ambitious 
Scope in persuading us of both the 


functional and decorative advantages of - 


glass in one short talk. I found the 
former more convincing than the latter, 
judged by his choice of slides, and the 
results somehow more visually exciting. 
_ These IIBD and ID lectures are par- 
ticularly valuable in helping to relate to 
the architectural background what might 
otherwise become watertight compart- 
ments of craftsmanship. They are given 
by authorities in various fields—another, 
for instance, was given by Mr. Hans 
Feibusch (yesterday at the RSA) on 
Mural Painting: Past and Present.” 
The vindication of his criticised fresco in 
a south-coast church by the Bishop of 
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COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY il 


Group. — A reception. 47, 
6 p.m. 


GEORGIAN 
square, SWI. 


Eaton- 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
CHADWICK PusBLic Lectures.—** Clean Air,”’ by 
Sir Hugh Beaver, MICE, MIChemE. 21, Albemarle- 
street, Wl. 5.30 p.m. 
THE PLANNING ForUM.—*‘ Replanning the City of 
London,’’ Mr. J. M. Richards, ARIBA. 28, King- 
street, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
RIBA.—Symposium on High Flats. 66, Portland- 
place, Wl. 10 a.m. (AIl available tickets have been 
sold.) 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Forum on 
a Domestic Architecture.” 
7.30 p.m, 


** Towards 
34, Bedford-square, WC1. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—** Turkey and _ the 
Levant,’ by Mr. Anthony Mauduit. 34, Bedford- 
square, WCIl. 6.15 p.m. 

SecieTY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—*‘ A Study on the 
Significance of the Bitumen Ductility Test,’’ by 
D. R. N. J. Saal. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 
6 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF PAINTER-ETCHERS AND ENGRAVERS. 
—Exhibition of etchings and engravings. 26, Con- 
duit-street, Wi. Daily 10-5, Saturdays 10-1. Con- 
tinuing open until March 17 








Chichester will be remembered. The 
Bishop drove home his point—that eccle- 
siastical art can be, and is best, left to 
such artists—in a recent broadcast. 


SURVEYORS’ RECEPTIONS 


AN INNOVATION which has much to 
commend it has been introduced by the 
President of the RICS, Mr. Charles P. 
Bowyer, who last week held ‘three re- 
ceptions at which over 300 members 
recently qualified as chartered surveyors 
were welcomed. On each occasion the 
“new entrants” were invited to bring 
parents or close relatives, and this privi- 
lege was greatly appreciated. We gather 
that the Map Room, Library and other 
amenities of 12, Great George-street have 
seldom had so many interested visitors. 


PROSPECTS IN THE INDUSTRY 


WirTH the current shortage of suitable 
boys entering the building industry as 
apprentices, it is becoming of greater im- 
portance to ensure that the careers open 
to them are brought to the notice of those 
concerned in their future. To help in- 
crease this awareness, a talk on “ Oppor- 
tunities in the Building Industry” was 
given on February 2 by Mr. L. J. Hollo- 
way, president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, to a gathering of 
headmasters and parents at Ewell Techni- 
cal College, Surrey. The requirements of 
various building crafts were discussed, 
together with such points as the relative 
merits of carrying out National Service 
obligations before or after apprenticeship; 
and copies of a summary of the National 
Joint Apprenticeship scheme were distri- 
buted. At the end of the meeting, it was 
generally agreed that the discussion had 
been a success and that such informal 
gatherings should prove an invaluable 
means of re-assuring parents as to the 
excellent future that awaits Britain’s youth 
in the building industry. 


AIR POLLUTION 


SoME industrial aspects of the compli- 
cated problem of air pollution were dis- 
cussed at a conference recently held at 
Harrogate by the Combustion Engineer- 
ing Association, 6, Duke-street, St. 
James’s SW1. The Association exists to 
encourage the practice of fuel efficiency 
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throughout the country and has been in- 
strumental in focusing attention on 
smoke reduction. 

Sir Hugh Beaver, chairman of the Air 
Pollution Committee, gave the opening 
address and pointed out that industry and 
the nation should be clear in their own 
minds as to whether they were still look- 
ing on the problem of air pollution merely 
as littlke more than an accustomed 
nuisance. 

When an industry could see the direct 
measurable benefit of curing or mitigating 
this problem, then it was enough to leave 
the solution to efficient management. The 
indirect burden of air pollution could not 
easily be measured, however, and the fact 
remained that for the individual industrial 
unit the easiest and cheapest way of deal- 
ing with its aerial effluent was by pouring 
it into the air. The cost of dealing 
effectively with the problem of industrial 
air pollution would be reflected in the 
price of exported goods and add to the 
burden on our vital exports. Sir Hugh 
felt that much of the cost of what was 
unquestionably a national benefit should 
be nationally borne. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTS’ SERVICES AND FEES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—From correspondence in your 
issue of February 4, I see that 
“Nemo ” refers to the case at the Chip- 
penham County Court before Judge 
Jenkins, QC. 

I would quote from his letter: “‘ From 
this decision it would therefore follow 
that a client is free to dispense with the 
services of an architect.” I would also 
quote from the report of this law case in 
your issue of January 28: “ Thereupon 
the architects wrote to the effect that they 
wished to terminate their agreement to act 
as architects.” I suggest that the two 
statements are not parallel. 

The case before Judge Jenkins was: 
Whether a professional adviser can ter- 
minate his appointment of his own accord 
at will, and still claim fees presumably on 
a “quantum meruit” basis. The Judge 
held that the “ Contract of Service’ was 
not divisible. 

I suggest therefore that Judge Jenkins’ 
decision makes no difference to the point 
at issue stated by your correspondent 
“Nemo,” and in my view the decision 
means that a client is not free to dispense 
with the services of an architect, or for 
that matter any other professional 
adviser, without very good cause, and the 
client will be liable for the fees so incurred 
on a “ quantum meruit”’ basis. 

F. J. MEEKINS, 
20, Balcombe-street, Dorset-square, W. 


*,"If Solicitor will send his name and address (not 
for publication) we shall be obliged.—Epb. 


ARCHITECTURE AND CRITICISM 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR—Mr. Kininmonth is to be congratu- 

lated upon his courage in publishing 
another of his designs (your last issue) in 
reply to Mr. Groves’ criticism of Renfrew 
Airport. 

Nothing could better prove the point 
that in architecture it is not mere “ style ” 
that makes a good design but the un- 
changing qualities of unity and pro- 
portion, mass and line, balance and 
contrast. FRIBA. 





They must be encouraged to feel that the problem they 
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Architectural Education Joint Committee 


Second Report: Training and Qualification for Associate 
Membership of the Royal Institute of British Architects 


THE COUNCIL of the Royal Institute have had under consideration two 
reports from the Architectural Education Joint Committee. This Committee 
was composed of the following members:—D. H. McMorran (F) (Chairman), 
D. H. Beaty-Pownall (F), L. A. Chackett (F), Professor R. J. Gardner- 
Medwin (F) (in place of Mr. J. R. Tolson (F) resigned), F. E. Green (A), 
J. Kenneth Hicks (F), Michael Pattrick (A), J. E. Ralph (A), E. M. Rice (F), 
Professor Stephen Welsh (F) and C. S. White (F). 


HE first report, which was in the nature of an interim report, was brief 

and was limited to the following recommendation: ‘“ That the principle 

that all candidates for the Associateship, RIBA, should be required to pass 

examinations in uniform lists of subjects be reaffirmed.” The Council, at their 

meeting in November, 1953, approved this recommendation and the principle 
was accordingly reaffirmed. 

The Committee proceeded with the study of a considerable volume of evidence 
submitted and a review of the syllabus appropriate to each of the RIBA 
Examinations. Their conclusions are summarised in the second and final 
report here published. This was submitted in the first place to the Examinations 
and Schools Committees and then, with their comments, to the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education. It was finally sent, with the comments of the Board, to the 
RIBA Council. 

A full and detailed consideration of the-report and the Board’s observations 
was undertaken by the Council. Decisions were reached on the majority of the 
recommendations, but it was thought that the fundamental importance of certain 
aspects deserved further examination. 

It was decided by the Council at their meeting on January 5 that the report 
should be published for the information of the general body of members, 
together with notes showing the decisions reached and the points on which 
further action was being taken. Explanatory notes to this effect are printed 
in italics immediately following each recommendation set out in the Summary 
of Recommendations contained in the report. 

The Council also decided that it would be of advantage to hold a conference 
on architectural education towards the end of 1955, in which there could be a 
full exchange of views. The Officers of the Board of Architectural Educz:‘ion 
have been entrusted with considering the preliminary arrangements for this 
conference and making suggestions as to speakers, papers and procedure. 


In accordance with the instructions of 





Text of Report 


I. PREFATORY NOTE 


(THE Architectural Education Joint 
; Committee were appointed in April, 
1952, to inquire into architectural educa- 
tion, and to report with the following 
terms of reference : — 

1. To investigate the various means 
of attaining the qualifications for 
Associate Membership, and to prepare 
an advisory memorandum to give guid- 
ance on (a) the various methods of 
training, (b) the minimum standard of 
knowledge and attainment considered 
necessary, and (c) the means by which 
such minimum attainment can be 
achieved by the various methods of 
training. 


2. To consider under what conditions ~ 


courses based on part-time office and 
school attendance can be accorded re- 
cognition for exemption from the 
RIBA Final Examination. 


An Interim Report was submitted to 
the Board of Architectural Education, in 
June, 1953, recommending _ certain 
changes in the examination requirements 
for the Associateship RIBA. The Council 
RIBA accordingly decided, on the advice 
of the Board, to re-affirm the principle 
that all candidates for the Associateship 
RIBA should be required to pass exam- 
inations in uniform lists of subjects. 


the Board, the Joint Committee have con- 
tinued their inquiries into the matters 
covered by their Terms of Reference, in- 
cluding the subjects of the examinations, 
and now submit a Second Report for the 
consideration of the Board. 

The Council approved a recommenda- 
tion of the Board that any advisory 
memorandum for general publication 
should be drawn up by the Board with 
the advice of the Examinations and 
Schools Committees, and further, that 
this memorandum should take account 
of the views expressed in the report of 
the Special Committee on Architectural 
Education, 1945. 


II. SUMMARY OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. Requirements for Probationership.— 

That drawings and sketches should no 

longer be required to be submitted with 

applications for Probationership RIBA 
Approved. 


2. Standard of Attainment in Exempting 
Examinations.—That for the purpose of 
exemption from its examinations the 
Royal Institute should require a mini- 
mum level of attainment, and that this 
standard should be similar to that _re- 
quired of Candidates in the RIBA 
Examinations. 


Approved: : 





behalf of the UK Atomic Energy Authority. 
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3. Practical Experience Period.—That as 
from January 1, 1960, the minimum period 
of practical experience to be gained by 
candidates for .Associateship RIBA 
should be two years, of which at least one 
year should be subsequent to the Final (or 
equivalent ‘“ recognised”) Examination 
(except the Examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience), and 
that an announcement to this effect 
should be made as soon as possible. 


Approved with the amendment that the 
words “as from January 1, 1960” be de- 
leted and the words “in order to give six 
years’ notice”’ be added to the end of the 
recommendation. 


4. Qualifications of Architectural 
Teachers. — That architectural teachers 
(as distinct from specialist lecturers who 
are not architects) should have gained at 
least three years’ experience of architec- 
tural practice before starting to teach, and 
that the whole subject of all teachers’ 
qualifications should be investigated by 
the Visiting Board, in relation to the 
recognition of Schools. 


This recommendation was approved in 
the following modified form: “ That 
architectural teachers (as distinct from 
specialist lecturers, who may not be archi- 
tects) should normally have gained three 
vears’ experience of architectural practice 
before starting to teach, and that the 
whole subject of all teachers’ qualifi- 
cations, salaries and employment should 
he specifically investigated by the Visiting 
Board in relation to the recognition of 
Schools and with particular regard to the 
relationship between teaching and prac- 
tice, and to the desirability of transfer 
from one side to the other for temporary 
periods.” 


5. Duties of Visiting Board.—That the 
duties of the Visiting Board should be 
more clearly defined. 


Approved. 


6. Reviews of Recognised Schools.—That 
the provision and distribution of Recog- 
nised Schools should be subject to review 
every five years with greater emphasis on 
efficiency than on geographical location. 

The principle of this recommendation 
was approved, but the Council placed it 
on record in the following wording: “In 
the interest of students the provision of 
recognised schools should be reviewed 
every five years, the Royal Institute being 
prepared to extend recognition in suitable 
cases, or to withdraw it where an adequate 
standard is not maintained; the efficiency 
of a school being regarded as of greater 
importance than its geographical 
location.” 


7. Exemption from Testimonies of Study. 
That “Listed” Schools, and Schools 
recognised for the purpose of exemption 
from the Intermediate Examination, 
should be eligible to apply for exemption 
from the preparation of Testimonies of 
Study or the submission of equivalent 
studio work, subject to certain 
conditions. 


Approved. 


8. Conditions of Recognition of Part-time 
Courses.—That the Board should adopt 
certain conditions for the purpose of 
recognising part-time courses for exemp- 
tion from the RIBA Examinations. 





This recommendation to be given 
further siudy. See footnote at end of 
recommendations, 
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9, Engagement of Junior Staff.—That it 
should be laid down in the Code of Con- 
duct that Members who engage juniors 
(other than clerical staff) without the 
necessary general educational qualifi- 
cations for Probationership are not acting 
in a proper professional manner. 

This recommendation was referred for 
study jointly by the Executive Committee 
of the Council and the Practice Com- 
mittee. 


10. Full-time Training.—That the Board 

should investigate the possibility of more 

candidates for Associateship RIBA 

receiving at least two years’ full-time 

training in a Recognised School. 
Approved. 


11. RIBA Examinations. — That the 

RIBA_ Examinations should be designed 

to guide the studies of external candi- 

dates as far as possible on the lines 

adopted in Recognised Schools. 
Approved. 


12. Publication of Revised Syllabuses.— 
That revised syllabuses and other rele- 
vant documents for the RIBA Inter- 
mediate and Final Examinations should 
be published and that they should be 
subject to regular review, as a guide to 
students and teachers, and for reference 
by external and internal examiners and 
members of the Visiting Board. 


This recommendation was approved, 
subject to the following comment by the 
Board, which the Council accepted: “ The 
Board accept the syllabuses as covering 
the general body of knowledge that an 
architect is expected to have, subject to 
their being edited by the Examinations 
Committee and the Schools Committee 
with the assistance of the Co-ordinating 
Examiners for the RIBA Examinations.” 
See also footnote at end of recommenda- 
tions. 


13. RIBA Examinations in Architec- 
tural Design.—That the Design Exami- 
nations, for candidates taking the 
RIBA Examinations, in their present 
form should be discontinued and replaced 
by a new form of examination based on 
the Testimonies of Study. 

The Board suggested that the Exami- 
nation in Design should not be eliminated, 
but possibly reduced to one day only. 
This matter is to be given further study. 
See footnote at end of recommendations. 


14. Joint Training Committee.—That the 
Royal Institute should promote a con- 
ference of builders and the allied pro- 
fessions with the object of establishing a 
standing joint committee on training for 
all sides of the building industry. 


Approved. 
NOTE: This conference is separate 


from that referred to in the introduction - 


published above. 
NoTES ON RECOMMENDATIONS 


A Sub-Committee has been convened 
on which the Council and the Board of 
Architectural Education are equally repre- 
sented, to give further study to the matters 
raised in recommendations 8 and 13. 

With regard to recommendation 13, the 
Council appreciated that if the final de- 
cision were to retain the Design Exami- 


‘nations, some modification to the revised 


syllabuses proposed and referred to in 
recommendation 12 might become 
necessary, owing to the need to reconcile 
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the subject matter on which candidates 
were examined with the length of the 
Examinations. 


Ill. THE METHODS OF TRAINING 


1. Entry and Probationership.—Those 
intending to become Associates RIBA 
must be prepared to submit to a series 
of examinations held or recognised by 
the Royal Institute. Since the statutory 
registration of the profession in 1931 and 
1938, whereby the use of the title “ Archi- 
tect’ is restricted to those included in 
the Register, these examinations have 
also been recognised by the Architects’ 
Registration Council of the United King- 
dom. To gain entry to the examinations, 
candidates must at present produce 
satisfactory evidence of their general 
education, and ability in drawing. They 
are then admitted as Probationers RIBA. 


2. General Education.—The required 
minimum standard of education is set 
om in the pamphlet “ Membership of the 
RIBA.” 


3. Draughtsmanship.—Skill in drawing 
is necessary to the architect, but a natural 
gift is not essential, and the necessary 
degree of facility can soon be acquired. 
It would help to attract suitable entrants 
to the profession if attention were to be 
diverted from draughtsmanship to 
general education, by waiving the sub- 
mission of drawings and sketches with 
applications for Probationership 
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(Recommendation 1). This does not 
mean that an interest in drawing may 
not be regarded as evidence of aptitude 
for architecture, but that those who may 
not have been encouraged to draw while 
at school would no longer be deterred 
from entering a profession for which 
imagination, intellect and character are 
the best qualifications. 


PRESENT METHODS OF TRAINING 


4. Candidates who are qualified for 
Probationership may at present pursue 
their training by the following methods: 


(a) Recognised Day Schools (Final).— 
They may gain admission to day schools 
of architecture whose examinations are 
recognised as exempting from the Inter- 
mediate and Final examinations of the 
Royal Institute. After passing the 
school examinations (usually in a 
minimum of five years full-time) they 
must obtain practical experience in 
architectural offices and/or in connec- 
tion with building works in progress. 
They are then eligible to take the 
required examination in Professional 
Practice. 


(b) Recognised Day Schools (Inter- 
mediate).—They may gain admission to 
day schools of architecture whose 
examinations are recognised as exempt- 
ing from the Intermediate examination 
of the Royal Institute. After passing the 
school examinations (usually in a mini- 





PROGRESS ON SOUTHAMPTON POWER STATION.—A huge new power 
station is now taking shape on a 144-acre site on the western bank of Southampton 
Water, near the village of Marchwood. The new Marchwood Power Station, which 
is being built by the British Electricity Authority at a cost of £30m., is expected to 
start producing electricity at the end of this year ; it will have a total capacity of 
480,000 KWs., when it is finally completed in 1962, and has been equipped for either 


coal or oil burning. 


30 ft., and above this the exterior walls will be of sheet aluminium and glass. 


The main buildings will have concrete block walls to a height of 


The 


architects are Messrs. Farmer and Dark, FF.RIBA, and the main civil engineering 
contractors Sir Robert McAlpine and Sons, Ltd. 
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mum of three years full-time) they may 
continue as day students or obtain 
employment as junior architectural 
assistants and pursue their studies with 
the help of part-time and/or evening 
school classes if these are available. They 
must then prepare and gain approval of 
a series of specified designs and drawings 
(Testimonies of Study) (or do equivalent 
studio work if they are attached to 
schools with Intermediate recognition), 
and may then (usually after not less than 
two years) present themselves for the 
Final examination of the Royal Institute. 
If successful they must (unless they have 
already been engaged in architectural 
work for six years) obtain additional 
practical experience, and they are then 
eligible to take the Final examination in 
Professional Practice. 

(c) Unrecognised Day Schools.—They 
may gain admission to day schools of 
architecture which have no recognition 
of their examinations. They must then 
prepare and gain approval of 27 sheets 
of specified drawings (Testimenies of 
Study) (or do equivalent studio work if 
the school is “listed” by the Royal 
Institute for this purpose), and may then 
(usually after not less than three years) 
present themselves for the Intermediate 
examination of the Royal Institute. If 
successful they may then proceed to the 
Final examination as in case (b) above. 

(d) Part-time Training—They may 
become pupils or apprentices to archi- 
tects, or obtain employment as learners 
or junior assistants in architectural 
offices, and may be able to attend the 
few part-time day or evening schools 
whose examinations are at present recog- 
nised as exempting from the Intermediate 
examination of the Royal Institute. After 
passing the school examinations (usually 
in a minimum of five years part-time) 
they may proceed to the Final exami- 
nation as in case (b) above. If 
they attend part-time day or evening 
schools which have no recognition for 
their examinations, or if they study 
privately or with the help of correspond- 
ence courses, they must proceed to the 
Intermediate and Final examinations of 
the Royal Institute as in case (c) above. 


(e) Other Combinations.—The fore- 
going courses may be combined in 
various ways. Students may transfer 
from one type of school to another, or 
the pupil or junior assistant may enter 
a recognised school after passing the 
Intermediate examination of the Royal 
Institute. 


5. Selection of Entrants.——There does 
not seem to be any way of devising satis- 
factory aptitude tests for architects and 
the acceptance or refusal of students or 
pupils must be left to teachers or archi- 
tect-employers. The possibility of co- 
operation in this matter is referred to in 
the section on Part-Time Training below. 
The minimum age of entry is controlled 
by the required standard of general edu- 
cation. Such education may continue to 
the age of eighteen or nineteen, and 
there may be exceptional cases where an 
entrant begins his architectural studies 
even later, after National Service or for 
other reasons. 


IV. RECOGNISED SCHOOLS 
6. Special Committee.—The training of 
architects in full-time schools of archi- 
tecture, some within or in association 
with urftiversities, holding their own 
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“ recognised ” examinations, was the sub- 
ject of the report of the Special Com- 
mittee on Architectural Education, pub- 
lished in 1945. That report should be 
familiar to everyone concerned, and it is 
therefore unnecessary to make detailed 
reference to it. 


7. General Object of School Courses.— 
The objects of any school are to impart 
knowledge, to add to knowledge, and to 
create respect for knowledge. Within 
these general terms, the staff of a school 
of architecture will instruct and guide 
students in the principles of planning and 
construction, and help them to apply 
these principles in the unifying process 
of design. They will also teach the his- 
tory of architecture and the legal and 
administrative aspects of professional 
practice. The degrees of emphasis given 
to the several parts of the curriculum are 
found to vary between school and school 
according to the outlook and ability of 
those concerned, and it is desirable that 
there should be such variety, with scope 
for experiment. 


8. Standard of Exempting Examina- 
tions—For the purpose of exemption 
from its examinations the Royal Insti- 
tute should require a minimum level of 
attainment, and this standard should be 
similar to that required of candidates in 
the RIBA Examinations (Recommenda- 
tion 2). 


9. Practical Experience During School 
Courses.—Students must be given a sense 
of the professional responsibilities which 
they will be required to assume as archi- 
tects, and they should therefore be 
brought into practical contact with 
architects’ offices and building opera- 
tions during their school training. 
Occasional visits to buildings in progress 
are of limited value, but systematic 
inspections, based on a study of the 
relevant working drawings, may usefully 
be undertaken with the help of local 
architects. A knowledge of materials, 


.tools and processes can be given through 


lectures and demonstrations conducted 
jointly with a School of Building, and the 
use of a workshop and/or building 
laboratory, properly equipped and 
staffed, is a valuable asset to an archi- 
tectural school. Actual participation by 
students during term time in the design 
and supervision of building works for 
which members of the teaching staff are 
the responsible architects may sometimes 
be possible, and although it may raise 
educational and professional difficulties, it 
affords one method of giving the degree 
of practical experience required. 


10. Practical Experience Outside 
School Courses.—After completing a five- 
year school course and passing the 
exempting examination, students are 
required by the Council’s recent regula- 
tions (which will come into full effect in 
1955) to gain a year’s practical experi- 
ence in architectural offices or on build- 
ing sites before they can qualify as 
Associates RIBA. This period is 
too short, because a_ student will 
usually be. well into his first year in 
an office before he is able to gain useful 
experience in the problems of building 
practice. A period of two years of prac- 
tical experience appears to be a mini- 
mum, of which at least one year should 
be subsequent to the Final examination 
(except the examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience). The 
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total length of the training period might 
then be as much as seven years, but dur- 
ing part of this time the student would be 
earning, and there would be an induce- 
ment to seek architectural work in 
vacations instead of spending time in 
casual employment unrelated to architec- 
ture or building. This requirement 
should be brought into force not latei 
than January 1, 1960, and an announce- 
ment to that effect should be made as 
soon as possible (Recommendation 3). 


11. Teachers.—The Special Committee 
emphasised the need for teachers with 
experience of architectural practice. 
During the present inquiry an invitation 
was sent to all schools of architecture 
to supply anonymous particulars of their 
full-time staffs. Replies were received 
during the autumn of 1952 from fifteen 
schools recognised for exemption from 
the RIBA Final examination, five schools 
recognised for exemption from the 
RIBA Intermediate examination, and 
seven other schools. These replies 
covered 165 teachers who gave the fol- 
lowing information: — 

Age. 

Brief account of own architectural 

education. 

Date of election as ARIBA. 

Date of beginning full-time teaching. 

Brief account of occupation between 

the foregoing dates. 

Any special qualifications for teaching. 

The results were as follows :— 


Actual 
Numbers 


Percentage 
of total 
Aged under 30 

Aged 30 to 40 a ous ans 

Aged over 40 one ana sie 41 


Began teaching— 
Before attaining ARIBA 
Within 1 year of ARIBA 
Within 2 years of ARIBA 
Within 3 years of ARIBA 


No office experience before asnind 25 
Teaching in own school " 714 


Statistics of this kind must be treated 
with reserve, as they cannot reflect indi- 
vidual ability, but it will be noted that 
out of 165 full-time teachers 34 (or 20.6 
per cent.) began teaching before election 
as Associate RIBA, and a further 58 (or 
35.1 per cent.) began teaching within 
three years of their Associateship. It 
appears that 25 of these had had no 
practical “ office’ experience of the pro- 
fession. This situation is unsatisfactory 
and the whole matter should be investi- 
gated by the Visiting Board, which has 
the necessary authority to conduct a full 
inquiry. It should be a rule that archi- 
tectural teachers (as distinct from specia- 
list lecturers who are not architects) 
should have at least three years’ experi- 
ence of architectural practice before 
starting to teach, and the Visiting Board 
should have regard to this requirement 
when considering the recognition of 
schools (Recommendation 4). The con- 
ditions of employment of specialist lec- 
turers and demonstrators should be such 
as to attract suitably qualified persons. 


12. Visiting Board. — The Visiting 
Board has the responsibility of inspecting 
the work of recognised schools, or schools 
applying for recognition. Members of 
the Board should have clearly before 
them the minimum standards of know- 
ledge and attainment required for 
Studentship and Associateship, as defined 
by the programmes, syllabuses, and ques- 
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tion papers issued by the Royal Insti- 
tute. They should ensure that compar- 
able minimum standards are maintained 
through recognised school courses and 
examinations; and they should have 
regard to the numbers of students; the 
accommodation; the numbers, qualifica- 
tions and professional experience of the 
teaching staff; and the arrangements for 
co-operation with architects working in 
the neighbourhood. It is desirable that 
the Visiting Board (and not only the 
officers as at present) should be respon- 
sible for inspecting the exhibition of 
studio work from_ recognised schools 
which is held annually by the Royal Insti- 
tute. These duties of the Visiting Board 
should be more clearly defined (Recom- 
mendation 5). 


13. RIBA Policy.—The policy of the 
Royal Institute is to grant recognition 
only to strong and suitably distributed 
schools, capable of giving the best pos- 
sible training to the intending architect. 
In the interest of students the provision 
of Recognised schools should be re- 
viewed every five years, the Royal Insti- 
tute being prepared to extend recognition 
in suitable cases, or to withdraw it where 
an adequate standard is not maintained. 
the efficiency of a school being regarded 
as of greater importance than its geo- 
graphical location (Recommendation 6). 


Vv. UNRECOGNISED SCHOOLS 


_ 14. Difficulties of Unrecognised 
Schools.—A number of unrecognised 
schools has grown up to meet local de- 
mands which cannot be met by the 
Recognised schools. These schools are 
at the disadvantage of being compelled 
to adapt their curricula to fit the present 
requirements of the External Examina- 
tions of the Royal Institute. Their pro- 
grammes of studio work must conform 
to the pattern of the RIBA Testimonies 
of Study; but those “listed” schools 
whose studio work is accepted in lieu of 
Testimonies of Study complain that this 
concession Operates against students be- 
cause of difficulties of timing.* 


15. Testimonies of Study.—The Testi- 
mony of Study system was discussed in 
the First Interim Report submitted to 
the Board in June, 1953. This stated that 
the preparation of Testimonies of Study 
Is a necessary and useful prelude to the 
External Examinations of the Royal In- 
stitute for the student who has to work 
independently or with the minimum of 
tuition. It follows that wherever 
organised courses of tuition are found 
to be required, every possible encourage- 
ment should be given to teachers and 
students to devise their own programmes 
of studio work, the RIBA Testimony of 
Study scheme being taken as an indica- 
tion of the field to be covered. “ Listed ” 
schools should therefore be eligible to 
apply for exemption from the prepara- 
tion of Testimonies of Study or the 
submission of equivalent studio work, 
provided they submit to inspection by the 
Visiting Board and that two External 
Examiners, approved by the Board, are 
appointed to examine _ candidates’ 
studio work. Schools with Intermediate 
recognition should be eligible to apply 
for similar exemption in respect of the 
studio work of candidates for the RIBA 
Final examination. Such exemptions 
should be subject to review after five 





“By the recent re-arrangement of the dates for 
Submission, this difficulty has now been resolved. 
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years, and it should be made clear that 
they are not a preliminary to the granting 
of recognition for exemption from the 
RIBA examinations. The suggested pro- 


cedure would not only be in the interests 
of the students and schools concerned, 
but would give the Board some degree 
of supervision of the work done in un- 
ate 


schools (Recommendation 

16. Influence of RIBA Examinations. 
—The character of the RIBA Exami- 
nations must obviously have a deep influ- 
ence on architectural education, and it is 
imperative that the range of subjects and 
the detdiled syllabuses should be designed 
rather for their effect on studies than for 
their mere convenience as examination 
tests. If students can be persuaded that 
the examination papers are valuable sign- 
posts to progress and not mere obstacles 
in the way, some of the disadvantages of 
unrecognised courses of training will be 
overcome. 


VI. PART-TIME TRAINING 


17. Demand. — Notwithstanding the 
provision of full-time schools, many 
encouraged by RIBA recognition, and 
with one exception, largely financed from 
public funds, a lively demand continues 
for part-time day and/or evening tuition 
for those engaged in architects’ offices. It 
is estimated that not less than one-third 
of the entrants to the profession still re- 
ceive their training by this means, and it 
is the duty of the Royal Institute to study 
their needs and to improve the courses 
of training open to them, Careful 
attention must therefore be given to the 
possibility of bringing these entrants with- 
in the sphere of the system of recognised 
schools. 

18. School-Office Co-operation.—The 
key to improvement in this respect is 
closer co-operation between school and 
office. To some extent in London, and 
elsewhere, the Royal Institute has en- 
couraged such co-operation by according 
Intermediate recognition to part-time 
schools, but little attempt has yet been 
made to enlist the active support of prac- 





Photo: Ayery Colebrook 


MR. RAYMOND § ERITH, FRIBA, 
whose criticism of the RIBA prizes and 
studentships, together with the President’s 
address to students, is given on page 258. 
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tising architects in making such training 
fully effective. The courses at present 
recognised for Intermediate exemption 
have been made of five years’ duration, in 
an attempt to equate the lecture and 
studio time to that of the day schools, 
disregarding altogether the educational 
value of the time spent in the office and 
on building work. The Board’s policy, 
exemplified by the Report of the Special 
Committee, of concentrating attention on 
training in recognised full-time schools, 
may well have led some architects to feel 
that responsibility for the rising genera- 
tion has been taken out of their hands, 
but there is evidence of keen interesf in 
the subject among both official and 
private practitioners. 

19. Release for Daytime Study. — It 
is sometimes stated that evening tuition 
puts an undue physical and mental strain 
on both students and teachers, especially 
when the day-time employment, so far as 
design is concerned, is unsympathetic or 
unhelpful to the course of training. On 
the other hand some teachers may feel 
stimulated by pupils who are in daily 
touch with architectural and building 
practice and problems. It is also stated 
that the limited evening periods do not 
permit adequate tuition to be given in the 
preparation of design drawings. 

It is reasonable to conclude that part- 
time courses can be improved by provid- 
ing for a proportion of day-time study, 
and willingness to make arrangements for 
such study would provide practical proof 
of the employer’s concern for the 
interests of the student. 


20. Conditions of Recognition of 
Part-time Courses. — The following con- 
ditions should be adopted by the Board 
for the purpose of recognising any part- 
time course for exemption from the 
RIBA Examinations : — 

(a) Satisfactory arrangements for 
local consultation between architect- 
employers and teachers on the selection 
of candidates, their release for school 
training, and their practical training in 
office time. 

(b) A new Form of Undertaking (to 
be prepared by a suitable joint com- 
mittee of the RIBA) to be entered into 
by architects, heads of schools, and 
trainees, providing, inter alia, for re- 
lease for day-time study for an aggre- 
gate period of not less than 40 days 
in each year, excluding office holidays, 
subject to periodical interchange of re- 
ports between office and school. 

(c) Adequate staffing and accommo- 
dation for both day and evening tuition 
for an average of at least 10 students 
in each year, with suitable arrange- 
ments, where necessary, for transport 
and overnight lodgings. 

(d) A satisfactory curriculum, cover- 
ing the appropriate fields of study, fol- 
lowed by exempting examinations held 
under the approved conditions with the 
assistance of External Examiners (one 
for Intermediate and two for Final) 
familiar with the pass standards re- 
quired. 

(e) In order to qualify for Final 
recognition part-time post-Intermediate 
courses to be conducted in schools 
already holding five years’ full-time 
courses recognised for exemption from 
the Final examination. 

(f) Periodical inspection by the 
Visiting Board (Recommendation 8). 
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21. Employers’ Responsibility.—These 
conditions are largely the same as those 
now applying to recognised schools, but 
(a) and (b) would place new responsibili- 
ties on employers. It is for the Royal 
Institute to remind members of their duty 
to the profession in respect of education, 
and there is good reason to believe that 
architects would respond to a scheme to 
which they could contribute their own 
experience and from which they would 
benefit by the greater loyalty and effici- 
ency of their junior staff. It should be 
laid down in the Code of Conduct that 
members who engage juniors (other than 
clerical staff) without the necessary 
general educational qualifications for Pro- 
bationership are not acting in a proper 
— manner (Recommendation 
). 

22. Length of Part-time Courses. — 
It seems reasonable to expect that the 
field of study up to Intermediate level, 
which can be covered in three years full- 
time, could be covered in a minimum of 
four years’ evening tuition supplemented 
by day-time study and by suitably varied 
office work. It should be possible to reach 
Final level in a further three years of 
part-time study, similarly supplemented. 
The part-time student would, therefore, 
be able to reach an examination exempt- 
ing from the External Final Examination 
of the Royal Institute in a minimum of 
seven years from the commencement of 
training. 


23. Practical Experience. The 
student who has spent less than six years 
in architectural employment is still re- 
quired to gain further practical experi- 
ence after passing the Final examination 
(except the examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience). When 
the period of practical experience is ex- 
tended (para. 10) the part-time student 
will still have to gain a year’s post- 
examination experience and the total 
length of his minimum training period 
will be eight years. 


24. Interchange of Courses. — Some 
architects believe that the best training 
can be obtained by combining full-time 
and part-time courses. The simplest ex- 
ample is that of the student (and there 
are many such at the present time) who 
attends a full-time school up to Inter- 
mediate level, and then proceeds to Final 
level as a part-time student. Alternatively, 
the student who has done well in a course 
of part-time training up to Intermediate 
level may benefit both himself and a 
school by proceeding to Final level in a 
full-time course. (Some University 
schools accept a student for a three-year 
degree course if he has passed the Inter- 
mediate examination, and other schools 
accept a student for a two-year diploma 
course on this basis.) There are dif- 
ferences of opinion about the advantages 
and disadvantages of these alternatives, 
and it is unnecessary to be dogmatic on 
this point. Provided that a sufficiently 
high standard of part-time training can 
be assured, it is desirable to encourage 
interchange of office and school training 
by the further recognition of suitably 
organised part-time courses in accordance 
with the conditions set out in para. 20 
above. There is a strong case for recog- 
nition of Intermediate part-time courses 
on these lines, but the recognition of 
Final part-time courses will need to be 
approached with caution. 


THE BUILDEK 


It is the duty of the RIBA to uphold 
the standard for entry into the profession 
and there must not be a lower standard 
for part-time than for full-time entrants. 
The Board should investigate the possi- 
bility of more candidates for Associate- 
ship receiving at least two years’ full-time 
training in a recognised school (Recom- 
mendation 10). 


Vil. PRIVATE STUDY 


25. The Independent Student.—For 
those students who choose to study 
privately, with or without postal tuition 
in some subjects, and for students of 
schools which, for various reasons, may 
not qualify for recognition, the Royal In- 
stitute must continue to hold its external 
examinations. In the interest of such 
candidates these examinations should be 
designed to guide their studies as far as 
possible on the lines adopted in recognised 
schools (Recommendation 11). 


Vill. EXAMINATIONS 


26. Uniformity of Scope. It is an 
essential principle, recently reaffirmed 
by the Board, and the Council RIBA, 
that all candidates for the Associateship 
should be required to pass examinations 
in uniform lists of subjects. The examina- 
tion syllabus, applicable to both internal 
(recognised) and external examinations, 
must represent at least the minimum 
standard of knowledge considered neces- 
sary; and the minimum standard of 
attainment should be established, so far 
as practicable, by an agreed marking 
system. 


27. Flexibility of Training.—At the 
same time the requirements of an exam- 
ination system, recognised for statutory 
purposes by the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the United Kingdom, should 
not be allowed to cramp the initiative of 
teachers or prevent variety and experi- 
ment in the conduct of courses. In this 
matter the wisdom of a united profession 
should be applied with the sole object of 
securing the best possible training for 
each individual student. 


28. Syllabuses.—Revised syllabuses for 
the RIBA Intermediate and Final exam- 
inations, prepared in accordance with 
the instructions of the Board, in consul- 
tation with the Committee of Modera- 
tors and with the help of individual mem- 
bers experienced as examiners, are given 
in Appendices A and B to this Report. 
After consideration by the Board they 
should be published as a guide to students 
and teachers and for reference by ex- 
ternal and internal examiners and mem- 
bers of the Visiting Board. They should 
not be regarded as conclusive, but should 
be subject to regular review (Recom- 
mendation 12). 


29. Conduct of Examinations.—All 
internal and external examinations for 
statutory qualifications must necessarily 
be conducted under proper conditions, 
the question papers being issued and the 
candidates supervised by responsible 
invigilators. Marking, according to a 
pre-arranged scheme of values, should be 
done by external examiners, or by inter- 
nal examiners subject to sample checks 
by external examiners. All candidates 
should be orally examined by, or in the 
presence of, the external examiners. The 
use of text-books or reference books in 
the examination room cannot be allowed. 
Candidates should be supplied with any 
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information or data which, for the pur- 
pose of the questions, they need not be 
expected to have committed to memory. 


30. RIBA Examinations in Architec- 
tural Design.—When the Royal Institute 
first proposed to set up an examination 
system there were some eminent archi- 
tects who felt there should be no attempt 
to assess ability in design by means of 
examinations. The contrary view pre- 
vailed, however, and for more than half 
a century it has been the practice of the 
Royal Institute to hold “external” 
design tests based on set subjects, of 
which the title is announced a week 
beforehand, the candidate being held 
virtually “en loge” for the whole 
period of the tests. During the period 
when this procedure was being developed 
the “ Beaux Arts” system of design was 
popular in the leading schools of archi- 
tecture, and it was considered that the 
architect should be able to analyse a 
paper problem, produce a series of out- 
line solutions, choose the most promising, 
and develop it on more or less conven- 
tional lines, within a limited time. This 
particular skill is now held in less esteem, 
and it is felt that the process of design, 
to be of value, should be based on more 
detailed researches into the nature of the 
problem, the means of construction, and 
other factors capable of influencing the 
solution. It is still urged by some that 
since the architect should have the ability 
to reach clear decisions on a _ swift 
appreciation of a problem and a grasp of 
essentials, he may fairly be tested in this 
respect by the existing system; but it must 
be admitted that in practice he is not 
required to produce designs under 
examination room conditions. The con- 
clusion must be that the students’ design 
competitions, conducted by the Royal 
Institute and other bodies, provide suffi- 
cient opportunities and incentives for 
those who wish to excel in this respect, 
and that set design tests for all, as a 
condition of qualification, have become 
an anachronism. 


This point of view has already been 
adopted in many schools of architecture, 
and few recognised internal examinations 
now include set design tests on the lines 
of the RIBA Examinations. The design 
examination in most schools consists of a 
review of the whole of the candidate’s 
studio work, and in the Final Examina- 
tion particular value is placed on the 
“thesis design” to which the candidate 
may have devoted the greater part of lis 
time during the last year of his course. 


There may be a risk that the drawings 
placed before examiners may not be 
wholly the candidate’s own unaided work, 
and the influence of the teaching staff 
may sometimes give a certain uniformity 
of character to all the designs submitted 
for examination, but it is generally felt 
that this is not a serious drawback, com- 
pared to the. educational. advantages 
which are claimed. While this attitude 
to design test has been developed in the 
recognised schools, the Royal Institute 
has greatly elaborated its Testimony of 
Study system, with the result that the 
independent student must now produce 
and submit drawings comparable in 
volume with the studio work of a student 
in a recognised school. External candi- 
dates frequently have to be reminded that 
the submission of this work does not 
constitute an examination in itself, but 
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that it is a necessary preliminary to the 
examination. 

The Design Examinations, for candi- 
dates taking the RIBA Examinations, in 
their present form should, therefore, be 
discontinued, and be replaced by a new 
form of examination based on the Testi- 
monies of Study (Recommendation 13). 
Students would be required to submit the 
Testimonies of Study in _ progressive 
stages as at present, but the drawings in 
the last stage (including the necessary 
working drawings) would form the first 
part of the Examination in Design and 
Construction, and would be submitted 
some weeks before the examination, 
when, together with the earlier work, 
they would be seen and marked by panels 
of examiners consisting of not less than 
three persons for each candidate, includ- 
ing an examiner in Construction, allow- 
ing time for each candidate fully to 
explain his design. It is understood that, 
in spite of the declarations that are 
required, there have been cases of candi- 
dates submitting, as Testimonies of 
Study, work done by others. The sugges- 
ted procedure would go far to check such 
abuses. Furthermore, any future exten- 
sion of recognition of part-time courses, 
by easing the present pressure on Testi- 
mony of Study examiners and external 
design examiners, would allow more 
thorough consideration to be given to 
each submission. 


31. Educational Advantages of Inter- 
nal Examinations.—The system of recog- 
nition of school courses and examinations 
is based on the conception that education 
is more important than mere qualifica- 
tion. Impersonal external examinations, 
such as those held by the Royal Institute 
and many similar professional bodies, 
however well conceived and impartially 
conducted, are felt to be an impediment, 
and certainly tend to be regarded as such 
by the student. The trend towards inter- 
nal examinations reflects the belief that 
those who have framed the courses of 
instruction, and who know the capabili- 
ties and failings of each student, are also 
best fitted to decide whether he has 
reached the necessary minimum standard 
of knowledge and attainment for profes- 
sional qualification. Provided, therefore, 
that recognised internal examinations are 
conducted to the satisfaction of the Visit- 
ing Board, it should be the policy of the 
Royal Institute to make the fullest use 
of them, and to reduce the number of 
candidates taking external examinations. 


32. RIBA Special Final Examination. 
—It is necessary to provide a means of 
entry to the Associateship RIBA for 
those who decide to adopt the profession 
at a later age, or who, for some other 
reason cannot be required to qualify for 
the Probationership nor to submit to the 
Intermediate examination. Such appli- 
cants must be not less than 30 years of 
age (to be raised to 35 in 1958). The 
Special Final examination is identical 
with the Final examination (with the 
exception of Subject F, Thesis), but in 
order to gain admission to it, instead of 
producing Testimonies of Study, candi- 
dates are required to submit particulars 
of their own architectural work executed 
or otherwise. In the event of an exami- 
nation in Testimonies of Study being sub- 
stituted for the set design test in the Final 
examination, it would still be necessary 
to retain a design test in the Special Fina] 
examination, only for those candidates 
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whose architectural work does not pro- 
vide sufficient evidence of individual 
ability in this respect. The same prin- 
ciple might well apply to Licentiates 
RIBA who, on seeking admission to the 
Fellowship, must in all cases at present 
take a set design test in addition to sub- 
mitting particulars of their architectural 
work. 


IX. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


33. Need for Co-operation.—Many 
people concerned with the subject feel 
that the training of the architect should 
be linked with training for management 
in the building industry. Builders have 
to recognise the situation that managerial 
posts may properly be filled either by 
promotion from the crafts by way 
of general foremanship or through 
professional channels such as building 
surveying or accountancy. This creates 
difficulties in the organisation of training 
courses and in the establishment of a 
standard of qualification. Some schools 
already aim at providing a common train- 
ing ground for the technical, managerial 
and professional components of the 
industry. It has been suggested that this 
kind of training might well be further 
developed, and, in so far as it would 
keep architectural students in closer 
touch with the practical and economic 
aspects of design, should be welcomed. 


34. Practical Experience——When the 
practical experience requirements for 
Associateship RIBA come into force in 
1955, there will be an increased demand 
for situations on building sites in the 
capacities of assistant clerks of works, 
junior surveyors and the like. It may be 
difficult for builders to help the archi- 
tectural profession in this respect, because 
of the demands of their own trainees, but 
it seems advisable for the Royal Institute 
to make some inquiries on the point. 
Young men training for the building 
industry would gain much from periods 
spent in architects’ offices, and it might 
therefore be possible to make reciprocal 
arrangements. 


35. Joint Committee on Training.— 
Closer liaison between builders, survey- 
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ors, engineers and architects on training 
matters would seem to be most desirable, 
and the Royal Institute should promote 
a conference with the object of establish- 
ing a standing joint committee to study 
the subject and promote suitable develop- 
ments (Recommendation 14). 


APPENDICES 


Epitor’s Note: The appendices are 
not reproduced in full, but they give 
detailed syllabuses for the following 
subjects: 

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 


Part 1: History and Appreciation of 
Architecture. 
Subject la: General. 
Subject 1b: Appreciation. 

Part 2: Design and Construction. 
Subject 2a: The Testimony of Study. 
Subject 2b: General Applied Con- 

struction. 

(i) Building Science 

(Structure). 

(ii) Building Science (Ser- 

vices & Acoustics). 

(iii) Building Science 

(Properties and 
Uses of Materials). 


FINAL EXAMINATION 


Part 1: Design and Construction. 
Subject la: The Testimony of Study. 
Subject 1b: Advanced Applied Con- 

struction. 
Subject 1c: Theoretical Construction. 
Subject 1d: Services and Acoustics. 
Subject le: Specification and Approxi- 
mate Estimating. 
Part 2: The Written Thesis. 
Part 3: Professional Practice and Practi- 
cal Experience. 
Subject 3a: Building Law, Regula- 
tions and By-laws. 
Subject 3b: Contracts, Code of Con- 
duct, Scale of Charges. 


Subject 2c: 


APPENDICES 

The following notes were made by the 

Board on Appendices A and B : APPENDIX 

Intermediate Examination. Part 
1 : Subject la and 1b: History and A ppre- 
ciation of Architecture : The Board would 
give general approval to the syllabus for 
the papers on the History and Apprecia- 
tion of Architecture subject to a prelimi- 
nary statement being drafted to convey 
to candidates the intentions underlying the 
two sub-divisions of the paper. 

APPENDIX B: Final Examination. Part 
J: Subject la: The Testimony of 
Study: That the Panel of Examiners 
should have discretionary power to allow 
a relegated candidate, instead of submit- 
ting an entirely new scheme, to submit 
his original scheme, supplemented by 
additional work as indicated by the 
Examiners. Part 2: The Thesis: The 
Board are not at this stage prepared to 
comment upon this section of the report. 
They wish to give further consideration 
to a suggestion made by the Examinations 
Committee that the Thesis should be 
omitted from the examination, its purpose 
being served by the acceptance of the 
report to be required under section 6 of 
the Subject 1a of Part 1, the Examination 
in Design and Construction. 

The Council approved the proposals in 
principle, swbject to further consideration 
by the Board of Architectural Education 
and a final decision in regard to recom- 
mendation 13. 
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View from north-west. Below : Restaurant and terrace from south-west. 


“ ABERCONWAY HOUSE”: A HOSTEL AND RESTAURANT AT WISLEY 


Architects 
SYDNEY TATCHELL, SON & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
FRANKLIN & ANDREWS R. HOLFORD & CO., LTD. 


Foreman of Works 


A. W. PULLEN 
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Ts building was formally opened by HM Queen 

Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, in July last year, 
as part of the Royal Horticultural Society’s celebrations 
to mark the 150th year since the founding of the 
Society and the 50th year since the opening of the 
Gardens at Wisley. The functions of the building 
are (a) to provide a restaurant for the use of Fellows of 
the Society and visitors (of which there are several 
thousands annually), (b) to provide hostel accom- 
modation for 36 students attending the Society’s two- 
year course on horticulture and (c) to provide a canteen 
for outside staff at the Gardens. 


The restaurant, which was designed for self-service, 
is a separate and self-contained unit and is operated by 
an outside caterer under contract. 

The site was restricted on the east by the lane 
leading to Wisley Village and on the west by the 
necessity of not “‘ crowding ” the herbaceous border— 
hence a somewhat long and narrow plan has resulted. 
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Accommodation in the hostel consists of 16 single 
and 10 double study-bedrooms, common _ room, 
quiet room and dining-room. There is in addition, of 
course, lavatory and ablutions accommodation on 
both floors, a laundry room on the first floor, a locker 
and drying rooms, accommodation for resident staff 
and a flat for the warden on the ground floor. 


Multi-coloured Buckinghamshire hand-made facing 
bricks have been used for external walls and recon- 
structed stone for the surrounds to certain windows. 
The roof (incorporating TDA trusses at a pitch of 
40 degrees) is covered with hand-made Reading 
pantiles. Metal windows are mostly standard case- 
ments of the ‘‘ Z” range. Leca insulation has been 
used in the form of blocks in the inner skin of the 
hollow external walls and in the form of dry granules 
laid to a depth of 4 in. over asphalt flat roofs. 


Cooking equipment is all electric in the restaurant 
and a combination of solid fuel and electric in the 


[mmcacatt l m1 1 — By caw stare 
STUDENTS + ers seo80oMm 
se oR0OM > ‘ c $ 
| = OO a 











Oe TE 























STUDENTS 
Oiming 
noom 


i CATERING STAFF 
DINING ROOM ress. 


aCe fia € @.4 89 














FECOR- F&F Lan 








sTUuOENTS STUDENTS 
cOomMmMON Qurer pars 
noom “aoom 


——4 | 








FLOOR PLAN 





THE BUILDER 


View from south-east. 


kitchen serving the hostel and canteen. Heating is in 
the form of low pressure radiators from oil-fired 
thermostatically operated boilers. 


Two Portland stone commemorative tablets were 
prepared and carved by Mr. Edward G. Truss, 
MGLC. 


The principal sub-contractors and suppliers were 
as follows : 

Electrical engineer, L. E. Vincent, Woking; roof tiling, 
Hall and Co.; facing bricks, R. Y. Ames, Ltd.; reconstructed 
stone, Girlingstone; in situ reinforced concrete, Stuart’s 
Granolithic Co., Ltd.; precast gutter units, Finlock Gutters 
Ltd.; metal windows, Clement Brothers (Haslemere), Ltd. ; 
Bison floors, Concrete Ltd.; metal balustrades, Clark, Hunt 
and Co., Ltd.; ‘‘Moordon” tile paving, Allan and Cairns 
(Tilers), Ltd.; Accotile paving, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; 


od 


Pelow : Students’ common room. 


Windsor woodblock flooring, Onsite Flooring Company; 
asphalt flat roofs, Faldo Asphalte Co., Ltd.; domelights, 
T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; glazed canopy, Haywards, Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd. 


Electric light fittings, Troughton and Young (Lighting), 
Ltd.; electric clocks, English Clock Systems, Ltd.; door 
furniture, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; sliding door gear, 
Henderson; catering equipment and ventilation to kitchens, 
Benham and Sons, Ltd.; wardrobes, Peerless Built-In 
Furniture; heating equipment, Chas. P. Kinnell and Co., 
Ltd.; rolling steel shutter, Fireproof Shutter and Door Co.; 
water storage tanks, Thos. W. Ward, Ltd.; paving to 
terrace and steps etc., Noelite, Ltd.; awning over terrace, 
The Artistic Blind Co., Ltd.; metal lockers, Grundy 
(Teddington), Ltd.; fire fighting equipment, Merryweather 
and Sons, Ltd.; wall tiling, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd.; 
paints, ICI Paints Division and Hadfields (Merton), Ltd. 
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General view of the fountain. Below : Site plan. 


JUBILEE FOUNTAIN, CIVIC CENTRE, BIRMINGHAM 


City Architect 
A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, MA, BArch, FRIBA, AMTPI, DistTP 
Deputy City Architeot Assistant Architects 
J. R. SHERIDAN-SHEDDEN, ARIBA, DipArch  L. A. HOWLES, ARIBA, 7. M. WILKINSON, ARIBA, 
DipTP, AMTPI, P. KUHNEL 


General Manager & Secretary, Water Department Chief Engineer, Water Department 
A. E. FORDHAM, AIMTA C. A. RISBRIDGER, BSc, MInstCE 


Builders 
W. ¥. WHITTALL & SON, LTD. 
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Sf commemorate the supply of water to the City 

of Birmingham from its reservoirs in the Elan 
and Claerwen valleys in central Wales, the Birmingham 
water committee has presented to the City a new 
fountain situated in the lawns in front of the Civic 
Centre and close to the Hall of Memory. 

The fountain has been designed by the City 
Architect in collaboration with the departments of the 
water committee and public works committee. 

Most of the buildings in the present Civic Centre are 
faced with Portland stone and the outer rim of this 
fountain has, therefore, been built in similar stone, 
but the central basin has been constructed of blue 
pennant stone from Wales, to provide a contrast to 
the Portland stone and also because it symbolises the 
link between the reservoirs 90 miles away and the 
City centre, as the huge dams were built of blue 
pennant stone. The floor of the fountain is covered 
with frost-proof turquoise tiles. 


The general conception is that of a fountain in a 
garden and an attempt has been made to provide an 
interesting display of water, providing a pleasant scene 
to people sitting in the Civic Centre gardens. 


The inner basin is composed of 16 stones, each 
polished on the inside face and alternately chisel 
dressed on the external face in the shape of weirs and 
spouts. The intermediate stones are rough hewn to 
contrast with the chisel dressed surface of the other 
stones, thereby creating additional interest in the 
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design. In the centre of this basin are four vertical 
jets which, when playing in unison with the 100 jets 
equally spaced beneath the coping of the outer basin, 
present a large umbrella of water. 

The volume of water is automatically controlled 
from a pump house which has been constructed below 
the podium of the Hall of Memory, and the supply, 
designed by the water department as a closed system, 
passes water into the fountain at approximately 750 
gallons per minute, the water capacity of the fountain 
being approximately 5,000 gallons. 

A scheme of fluorescent floodlighting in three inter- 
changeable colours has been incorporated in the design 
in order to illuminate the water while the jets are in 
use. "This scheme was prepared and executed by the 
mechanical department under the direction of the 
City Engineer and Surveyor. 

During the construction of the fountain the emphasis 
was on speed because only a short time was given from 
the receipt of instructions to proceed with the designs 
until the date of the opening ceremony. Excellent 
co-operation was maintained throughout between all 
parties concerned, with the result that the work was 
completed in under three months. 


The following sub-contractors were engaged: 

Bath and Portland Stone Co.; Craig-Yr Hesg 
Quarries; Val de Travers Paving Co., Ltd.; Carter 
and Co. (London), Ltd.; and Thorn Electrical 
Industries, Limited. 


The fountain illuminated at night. 
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News of the Week 


SYMPOSIUM ON HIGH FLATS 


MB. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 
+" Housing and Local Government, will 
give the opening address at the symposium 
on high flats, which\is to be held at the 
RIBA on February 15, under the chair- 
manship of Dr. Leslie Martin, FRIBA, 
architect to London County Council. 
The speakers at this whole-day meeting 
will be: Mr. H. J. Whitfield Lewis, 
ARIBA (principal housing architect, 
LCC); Dr. Ronald“ Bradbury, FRIBA 
(city architect and director of housing, 
Liverpool); Mr. Frederick Gibberd, CBE, 
FRIBA; Miss Margaret Willis, BA 
(sociologist, LCC); Major Rolf A. Jenson, 
FRIBA (director of housing and borough 
architect, Paddington); Mr. A. G. Shep- 
perd Fidler, FRIBA (city architect, Bir- 
mingham); Mr. K. R. Lack, ARIBA 
(Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment); Mr. A, W. Cleeve Barr, ARIBA 


(senior architect (development) architect’s: 


department, LCC); Mr. Felix Samuely, 
MICE, MIStructE; Mr. Peter Duncan, 
AMIStructE (Ove Arup and Partners); 
Mr. C. D. Mitchell (Wates, Ltd.); Dr. J.C. 
Weston (Building Research Station); and 
Mr. J. H. Forshaw, CB, FRIBA (chief 
architect, Ministries of Housing and 
Health). 


TOWN PLANNING AWARD 


THE services to town. planning of Mr. 
_A. G. Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, Birm- 
ingham City Architect, have been recog- 
nised by the RIBA, which has awarded 
him the honour of Distinction in Town 
Planning. The award acknowledges his 
interest in the wider aspects of architec- 
ture in relation to town planning, which 
dates from 1947 when he was appointed 
chief architect. of Crawley New Town. 
The distinction has. also been conferred on 
Mr, Frederick Gibberd, CBE, FRIBA, 
consulting architect to Harlow New 
‘Town. P 


RIBA PROBATIONERSHIP 


Tue RIBA Council have decided that 
applicants for the Probationership shall 
not in future be required to submit any 
drawings to accompany their applications. 


AA ENTRANCE EXAMS 


DETAILS of entrance examinations and 
other scholarships have been, issued by the 
AA School of Architecture. The entrance 
examinations for admission to the first 
vear will be held on March 28 and July 
25. Particulars from the principal of the 
School, 34-36, Bedford-square, WC1. 


AA FORUM 

A FORUM on the subject “ Towards a 
Domestic Architecture’ is to take place 
at the Architectural Association on 
February 16, when the principal speakers 
will be Alison Smithson, Bill Howell, Juin 
Stirling and Alan Colquhoun. 


NEW OFFICE QUALIFICATION 


‘“ CRICKETERS required for large archi- 
tect’s office; minimum qualifications, Pro- 
bationer RIBA or Student RICS.” From 
an advertisement in this issue. 


RIBA LIBRARY GROUP 


AT the next meeting of the RIBA 
Library Group, to be held on February 14 
at 56, Portland-place, W1, Mr. Kenneth 
S. Mills, ARIBA, will introduce an even- 


announces that he has vacated his offices at 
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ing on William Bainbridge Reynolds 
(1855—1935). 


RIBA PRIZES 


AT THE invitation of the president. of 
the RIBA, Mr. G. Grenfell Baines, 
ARIBA, has undertaken to give the criti- 
cism of the drawings submitted in com- 
petition for the RIBA Prizes and 
Studentships, 1955-1956. | Mr. Grenfell 
Baines’ criticism will be delivered at a 
general meeting of the Institute to be held 
in February, 1956. 


COVENTRY CONTRACT 

THE FIRST contract for the new 
Coventry Cathedral has been placed by 
the reconstruction committee with John 
Laing and Son, Ltd.; the work is to start 
on. March 7. The contract, amounting 
to £90,729, includes site clearance, exca- 
vation and laying reinforced concrete 
foundations up to and including the nave 
floor. The firm’s tender was the lowest 
received in competition with five other 
selected firms.. The architect for the 
cathedral is Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARA. 


BURMESE VISITORS 


Tue British Council has arranged a 
programme for three senior officials of 
the Burmese Rehabilitation Board, -who 
have been sent to the UK by the Burmese 
Government, to study the organisation 
and management of large building estates, 
modern techniques of building and road 
construction and training facilities for 
building crafts. 

They are: U Ko Ko, chief engineer, 
U Tha Tun, executive officer, and Bo Min 
Lwin, deputy brigade commandant. 

They are in Britain until February 13, 
and have already visited Crawley and 
Harlow New Towns, Westminster City 
Council’s. Churchill Estate, Brixton and 
Hammersmith Schools of Building, 
Messrs. George Wimpey and the Building 
and Road Research Stations. 


CRYSTAL PALACE CONSULTANT 


THE CONTINUANCE for a further year, at 
an additional fee of £1,000, :of Sir Gerald 
Barry’s engagement by the London 
County Council as consultant for the 
development and use of the Crystal 
Palace site has been recommended by the 
Council’s General. Purposes Committee. 
The Council has already approved in prin- 
ciple Sir Gerald’s proposals for a 
National Youth and Sports Centre on part 
of the site, subject to assurances that 
adequate financial support will be forth- 
coming for the Centre’s maintenance, and 
Sir Gerald is now considering proposals 
for the remainder of the site. 


LIVERPOOL’S TRADITION 


SPEAKING. in Liverpool _ recently, 
Professor R. Gardner-Medwin, FRIBA, 
said that Liverpool had a remarkably fine 
tradition of city architecture—* the finest 
of all the great cities in England.” 

That, he added, was particularly true of 
the buildings of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

The Professor suggested sweeping 
changes in the city centre and especially 
in the Lime-street area, and expressed: the 
opinion that existing building lines need 
not be regarded as sacred. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. Lestre W. CrarK, FIAS, quantity marveyor 
0, 

Victoria-street, SWI, for larger accommodation at 

108, Victoria-street, SW1 (Tel.: Victoria 6463-4). 


RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the RIBA Council meeting of 
February 1 :— 


Direct Election to the Fellowship. By 2 
unanimous resolution, the Council elected 
Arthur James Carman Paine, FRAIC, Presi- 
dent of the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada, to the Fellowship under the pro- 
visions of the Supplemental Charter of 1925, 
Section IV, Clause 4. 


RIBA Award for Distinction in Town 
Planning: The RIBA Award for Distinction 
in Town Planning was conferred upon A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler (F) and _ Frederick 
Gibberd (F). 


Third National Factory Equipment Exhi- 
bition: The Council authorised the Public 
Relations Committee to prepare an RIBA 
contribution to the Third National Factory 
Equipment Exhibition, to be held at Earls 
Court from March 28 to April 2, 1955. 


Appointment of Architects as Chief 
Officers to Local Authorities: The Council 
gave approval'to a memorandum prepared 
by the Salaried and Official Architects’ Com- 
mittee setting out the considerations in 
favour of the establishment of architectural 
departments of local authorities as indepen- 
dent departments under architects as Chief 
Officers. This memorandum is available to 
inquirers who may be dealing with the status 
of architectural departments of local authori- 
om and may be obtained from the Secretary, 

IBA. 


Liaison between RIBA and Building Mate- 
rials Industry: Approval was given’ to a 
recommendation of the Science Committee 
that an Industry Liaison Sub-Committee 
should be convened to meet senior repre- 
sentatives of a number of key building 
industries with a view to considering whether 
permanent liaison machinery might be ‘set 
up for the exchange of information between 
the architectural profession and the building 
materials industry on developments. in 
technique and material resources. 


It was also agreed to invite the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors and the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers to be represented on this Liaison 
Sub-Committee. 


Exhibition of Theatre Drawings: On the 
joint recommendation of the Library and 
Public Relations Committees, it was agreed 
to arrange a small exhibition in the Mem- 
bers’ Room in connection with the Inter- 
national Conference on Theatre History 
which is to take place from July 17-23. This 
exhibition will be complementary to those 
being organised at the British Museum and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, February 10, 1855 


BIRMINGHAM. — The town. council 
having resolved, from “the low state of 
the public funds” of this thriving but 
by no means public-spirited town, not 
to decorate the town hall for the ensuing 
music festival, Mr. Ingram, ‘decorator, 
has proposed to decorate the hall by his 
enamelling process for the mere cost of 
outlay. He also proposes to introduce the 
“sun light ” system of lighting from the 
ceiling. . 
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RIBA Prizes and Studentships, 1955 


The President’s Address and Mr. Raymond Erith’s Criticism 


LARGE attendance of members and 

students were present at 66, Portland- 
place, W, on February 1 to hear the 
President (Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE) deliver 
his address to Students, and Mr. Raymond 
Erith, FRIBA, give his criticism of de- 
signs submitted for the RIBA prizes and 
studentships. 


The President's Address 


THE PRESIDENT: “ This is an occasion 
upon which the President is supposed to 
give to the students some words of wis- 
dom which give advice about the single 
and direct way or the various ways of 
making rapid progress in the profession 
when you go out into the world of 
practice. 

“T am not at all sure that I am quali- 
fied to do this except in very general terms 
which you will probably decide are too 
indirect to worry about. In due course it 
will still be entertaining, but not very 
profitable, to continue to argue about 
tradition, prefabrication, or whether this, 
that or the other is in the appropriate 
stream of architectural development. 

“To ease the soul in this direction, all 
male students should marry women archi- 
tects, or, if they cannot find women archi- 
tects, women who are so blinded to their 
defects that they will gladly listen to their 
architectural fallacies from morning to 
night. 

“* At times when you are working and 
not just talking, the secret of success in 
the profession is, I am sure, integrity. 
Your client is the man who really matters, 
and you must satisfy your client, whether 
he is small or large, with a building which 
fulfils his requirements, at the right price 
and produced in the appropriate time. 
am quite sure that this is essential to your 
own happiness and to the production of 
architecture. You may rarely or never 
produce architecture, but in my view you 
will never do it if you do not satisfy 
the requirements which I have stated, first 
and foremost. In other words, if you do 
not produce for your client what he wants, 
at the right price and in the right time, 
you have no hope whatever of producing 
architecture. 

“The days of producing what used to 
be called architecture—that is, pretty pic- 
tures, patterns, elevations, without much 
regard for the essentials—are gone. If 
you rely primarily on integrity you will 
not only produce a satisfactory life for 
yourself; you will enhance the profession 
of architecture, and you may even have 
the good luck to produce something of 
architectural quality. 

“IT am quite sure that the real answer 
for all of you, whether you have won 
prizes or not, is integrity in architecture. 
If you follow that course and do not mind 
those who make a great deal of money or 
do not make anything or have ideas they 
cannot sell, I am quite sure that you will 
produce a satisfactory life which will be 
the real basis of what you ought to have. 
If you have a life which you follow, which 
vou like, which you love, which you live 
morning. noon and night, I am quite cer- 
tain that out of that you will produce 
architectural quality. 





If you pursue any 


other course, you will have no satisfaction 
whatever.” 


Criticism of Work 


ME. RAYMOND C. ERITH, FRIBA, 

in the course of his criticism of 
the work submitted for the 1955 prizes 
and studentships, said : — 

I will start with the Arthur Cates Prize 
because it is the easiest. There were no 
entries. Why that should. be so I don’t 
know, unless it is that the subject, which 
is “the study of architecture, more 
especially in relation to the application 
of geometry to vaulting, stability of 
edifice, and design” suggests something 
which seems, to the younger generation, 
out of date. This year, I understand, the 
prize will be offered for some other 
subject and I. hope it will attract 
competitors. 

The Owen Jones Studentship was not 
much better. There were only two 
entries. Neither of the competitors 
submitted work of the required standard, 
either of quality or quantity, and there- 
fore the Jury regret they cannot award 
the Studentship, VALERIAN, however (Mr. 
Antony Francis Sealey [A]), is awarded 
a certificate of Honourable’ Mention and 
10 guineas. His drawings show that he 
is a sensitive observer of colour in 
nature, but he does not seem to have a 
very definite object when he uses colour 
in his design. In fact, he does not really 
go much further than the _ rather 
laborious matching up process which my 
clients call choosing the colour of the 
paint. It is, of course, important to 
choose good colours, but there is more to 
it than that. It is not enough to say “I 
will paint this room blue and white 
because I like blue and white.” You 
must dispose the blue and white in such 
a way that the beauty of the room, as 
well as the beauty of the blue and white, 
is revealed. That, of course, presup- 
poses the room is beautiful, and that is 
the point. You will get no further if the 
colours are beautiful and the building is 
not, than you will if the building is 
beautiful and the colours are not. 


INTEREST IN COLOUR 


The Jury were very much disappointed 
with the result of the Owen Jones 
Studentship competition. As they said, 
there has been a revival of ‘interest in 
colour since the war and therefore it is 
difficult to understand why there were so 
few entries. I think the reason is that to 
the students Owen Jones, like Arthur 
Cates, seems a bit out of date. 

I am not sute that Owen Jones him- 
self is not partly to blame for the state 
of affairs. Listen to this. In Proposition 
5 of his Principles he says: ‘‘ That which 
is beautiful is true; that which is true 
must be beautiful.” Now I am not going 
to argue about the exact meaning of this 
statement, but to simple-minded, prac- 
tical people like architects it must mean 
that truth is beauty. If you can swallow 
that, and I think most of you have 
swallowed it whole, then how can you 
say that red is more true than blue or 
green or, for that matter, any colour 
other than the natural colour of concrete 
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or steel or whatever the building is made 
of? You cannot say red looks better 
because looks are not the criterion; 
truth is; you are concerned with a matter 
of fact, not judgment. ’ 

And that is one of the greatest troubles 
with nearly all the ‘work submitted for 
these prizes. Because you have swallowed 
Owen Jones’s dictum (or was it Keats’s?) 
you are all far too much concerned with 
facts; or, perhaps it would be more 
accurate to say, with what you take to be 
facts, or with what you would like to be 
facts. You do not sufficiently realis« 
that judgment matters. You have judg. 
ment, of course, but you do not value 
judgment unless you can support it with 
facts: and, because of that you often try 
to, support your judgment with fact: 
which are so unlikely that, I suggest 
your judgment ought to reject them. Ir: 
other words, what you are trying to d« 
is first to make beauty out of truth anc 
then, when that does not work, you try 
to make truth out of beauty. The resul: 
is that you tend to have your own specia! 
brand of truth and your own specia! 
brand of beauty which cannot, I think 
be appreciated by ordinary people. 

Before I go on to the next subject | 
want to say this: you will never get any- 
where with architecture until you under- 
stand its theory. When the Vitruvians 
said that architecture depended on three 
things, construction, utility and beauty, or 
as Vitruvius himself called it strength, 
utility and grace, they meant three things, 
not two. They did not mean, as so many 
of you seem to think they meant, that 
architecture depends on construction and 
utility, and that beauty follows as a by- 
product; they did not mean that, any 
more than they meant that architecture 
depends on construction and beauty with 
utility as a by-product. The important 
point is, that if you neglect or over- 
emphasise any one of the three basic con- 
ditions you will distort the others. And 
when that happens you will build distor- 
ted buildings. 


“MUSEUM FOR OLD CARS” 


The subject for the Intermediate Design 
Prize was “A Museum for Old Motor 
Cars.” Three hundred and ninety-eight 
competitors started but in spite of that the 
Jury had the greatest difficulty in selecting 
more than the first two or three designs 
for the final round. I think the reason is 
that nearly all the competitors neglected 
beauty or distorted facts, or both—almost 
always both. In the end the Jury selected 
15 finalists, generally on no bettér ground 
than that this or that design showed a 
faint glimmering of something; and then 
when it came to the point of choosing the 
winner they argued for half an hour 
whether they ought to award the prize or 
not. As the Jury included some of the 
best brains in the profession only two 
conclusions are possible.* Either, by some 
freak of chance, 398 exceptionally stupid 
people happened to enter for the Inter- 
mediate Design Prize this year, or else 
there is something wrong somewhere. 
Eventually the Jury did decide to award 
the prize and chose IDLER (Mr. Angus 
Rainage Gilmour). 

I do not think IDLER’s design is particu- 
larly beautiful or useful and I am not 
exactly wrapped up with his construction. 
but I think it is the best design; and out of 
398 starters that is something. To say 
what is wrong with IDLER’S design from 4 
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practical point of view is easy. I will not 
say his construction is exactly bad, but it 
is ponderous and it is not always logical; 
for instance the front stanchions support 
trusses which span 50 ft. while the side 
stanchions, which are of the same size and 
spacing, do not do much more than sup- 
port the glass wall. As to utility, my main 
objection is that the building has far too 
much glass for comfort. I can see no 


practical reason why there should be so. 


much glass but I can see plenty of practi- 
cal reasons why there should be less. 
When it comes to beauty I find it more 
difficult. I don’t think the design fails in 
beauty because it fails in construction and 
utility. I just think it fails. You see, I 
have not got a recipe for beauty; and so 
i. you were to.ask me how the building 
can be made beautiful I could not tell 
you although, with luck, I might-be able 
to show you. 

On the other hand I am reasonably sure 
| can tell you why IDLER did not succeed 
in making his building beautiful. It is, of 
course, because he is not so much in- 
terested in beauty as he is in what he 
thinks are the ingredients of beauty. In 
other words he has a theory that he can 
make beauty out of construction and 
utility, and the theory does not work. 
Why so many people believe in that idea 
I cannot understand. What is the evidence 
for 1t? 


MEASURED DRAWINGS 


The RIBA Silver Medal for Measured 
Drawings is awarded to PROSPERO (Mr. 
Neville Whittaker [Student]) for his 
coloured drawings of the Saloon at 
Holkam. For a long time the Jury found 
it difficult to choose between PROSPERO 
and WYNCHCOMBE, who submitted a fine 
set of drawings of the Divinity School at 
Oxford and the Lady Chapel at Long 
Melford, but in the end PROSPERO got the 
Medal and WYNCHCOMBE (Mr. Ian Curry 
[ Student ]) got an Honourable Mention. I 
think what finally decided the issue was 
draughtsmanship: PROSPERO’S drawing is 
rather more lively than WYNCHCOMBE’S. 
The Jury satisfied themselves that they 
were not beguiled with PROSPERO’S colour, 
and they want me to make it quite clear 
that the fact that a coloured set of draw- 
ings has won this year in no way sets 
a precedent. Personally I do not like 
coloured measured drawings, even when 
colour is an important part of the design; 
I would prefer the colour to be recorded 
in some other way. But if you must 
colour a measured drawing I commend 
PROSPERO’S method of colouring only half 
the elevation and leaving half of the draw- 
ing clear. 


I will now deal with the Neale Bursary 
because it has been won by someone who 
takes the business of measuring seriously: 
Mr. D. W. Insall [A]. The Neale Bursary 
is awarded to the competitor who submits 
the best selection of drawings or other 
evidence of research in the field of histori- 
cal architecture; and, of course, the pur- 
pose to which the competitor will put the 
Bursary, if he is fortunate enough to win, 
is also taken into consideration. 


Mr. Insall submitted measured drawings 
of Winchester College which are a model 
of clarity and method. He does the job 
properly, with running dimensions and 

with everything triangulated, and one feels 
he must have got great satisfaction from it 
if only bécause he knows his survey is 
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right. But it is not only Mr. Insall’s work 
which is good, his programme of research 
and travel has a very useful object in 
view. He is going to study what he calls 
photogrammetric techniques and for that 
purpose he is going to France, where the 
technique is more advanced than in this 
country. I gather the idea is to produce 
plans and elevations from photographs by 
a reversed application of the principles of 
perspective. When Mr. Insall has found 
out all he can about this technique he is 
going to take photographs of Winchester 
College and then check the results he gets 
from his photographs with the very 
accurate survey which he has made from 
actual measurements. At first it may 
seem that to reverse the perspective of 
photographs into geometrical projec- 
tions must be such an extremely laborious 
business that it would hardly ever be 
worth doing. But, if one thinks about 
it, the process need not always be unduly 
complicated and, if that is so, the idea 
obviously has great possibilities. 

I was busy on another Jury when the 
Rose Shipman Studentship Trust prize 
was awarded. The Jury however made 
an award of £450 to Mr. Alan Reed [A] 
for his proposed study of the technology 
of the repair of ancient buildings 
abroad. 

I am told that the work submitted this 
year for the Hunt Bursary is well up to 
standard. Competitors have to submit 
drawings or other evidence of knowledge 
of Housing and Town Planning. The 
prize goes to Mr. A. H. Bannerman [A] 
who produced a well thought out plan 
for the redevelopment of George Square, 
Glasgow, and for the village of Killearn. 

The RIBA Prizes for Public and 
Secondary Schools, totalling 10 guineas, 
were awarded to Mr. G. Holland and 
Mr. A. C. Martin, both of Manchester 
Grammar School, who got 3 guineas 
each; and to Mr. C. Hewett and Mr. 
D. R. Everett, who got 2 guineas 
each. The work of all the prize-winners 
is promising. 

The Alfred Bossom Research Fellow- 
ship has been awarded to Mr. H. W. 
Rosenthal [A] who proposes to research 
into the teaching of structural theory to 
architectural students. 


“ ROCK BOTTOM REACHED” 


I am told that the work submitted for 
the Banister Fletcher Silver Medal for 
an Essay has reached rock bottom, and 
no award is made for the second year 
running. The subject set was “ Prefabri- 
cation before 1830.” One competitor 
wrote a monograph on cruck construc- 
tion and the other two gave examination- 
question answers from rather obvious 
sources. 

Competitors for the RIBA Silver 
Medal for an Essay could choose their 
own subject. Seven essays were sub- 
mitted. Three of them were concerned 
with architectural theory but none of 
them was lucid or concise or logically 
developed. 

The Jury thought the best essay was 
the one by THIBETANUS entitled “In 
Defence of New Towns” in which the 
author puts forward the idea that the 
New Towns should be built to expand 
radially from the centre and not. neigh- 
bourhood by neighbourhood. It seems 
to me a very sensible idea. Unfortun- 
ately THIBETANUS does not write so well 
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as some of the others and he used some 
unfortunate colloquialisms. The Jury 
therefore decided not to award the Silver 
Medal but to give THIBETANUS (Mr. 
Maurice Joseph Brown, AMTPI [A]) a 
certificate of Honourable Mention and 
the sum of £25. 


THE VICTORY SCHOLARSHIP 


I have left the Victory Scholarship 
until last because it is, I think, the most 
important, if not the most valuable, of 
the prizes. 

Look at the competitors. They have 
not geared themselves up: the lack of 
comprehension is appalling. By my stan- 
dard all the designs fail, and with the 
exception of the winners they fail by any 
other standard. Naturally, I cannot 
answer for the ideas of all the individual 
members of the Jury but I can tell you 
this: they just stood and sadly wagged 
their heads. When you think that a 
couple of hundred years ago any respect- 
able builder could, without any special 
training, design a really sensible and 
good-looking house, there must be some- 
thing wrong if these students, many of 
whom have been five years at a school 
of architecture, cannot do better than this. 
Obviously something is wrong. What is 
it? 

I see quite clearly what is wrong; but it 
takes some courage, here in the lion’s 
den, to tell you. I think the trouble is 
just the very ~~ Al which you are quite 
sure it is not. I think you are hidebound 
by tradition. And I think it all goes back 
to the idea that truth is beauty and to the 
over-emphasis of truth which follows 
from that idea. 

If you look at traditional buildings you 
cannot fail to see that they often have in 
them something more than truth, that is 
something beautiful, which you cannot 
explain in terms of truth. Therefore, 
however much you may like traditional 
buildings, they cannot in any way be 
admitted as patterns for what you do, 
because the essence of your idea is that 
you can, or should be able to, explain 
beauty in terms of truth. Indeed. I am 
not sure that you do not go further than 
that. Because you believe in the artistic 
heresy that truth is beauty you are, as 
architects, susceptible to the equally 
absurd, but even more devastating, scien- 
tific heresy that truth is goodness as well. 

I only said you are susceptible; but it 
is something you ought to think about 
seriously: is truth, in architecture, your 
only value? I am not at all sure that 
you can accept the goodness, any more 
than you can accept the beauty, of tradi- 
tional buildings unless you can explain 
that quality as truth. The ordinary man, 
however, knows perfectly well what is a 
good building. He does not necessarily 
want to live in the Georgian builder’s 
house, or any old house, because it is 
beautiful: he wants to live in it because 
it is a good house; and when he says -it 
is good he does not necessarily mean that 
it is convenient or well-built or beauti- 
ful. But, whether or not truth is your 
only value, you have got truth so com- 
pletely out of proportion that you must 
reject tradition, because all traditional 
buildings and methods, however honest 
they may be and however much you like 
them, are to some extent false by your 
standard. And so the idea which started 
the Gothic revival has run its course unti 
you have arrived at its logical conclusion 
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and rejected tradition lock, stock and 
barrel. 

But—now, here is the point—you are 
not thereby free of tradition. Not a bit of 
it. You have not abolished tradition. You 
cannot abolish tradition: it is there: you 
cannot possibly free yourselves from it. If 
you reject it positively, as you have done, 
it must obviously and does obviously 
restrict you negatively. That—the re- 
striction of negative tradition—is what is 
wrong. Tradition restricts you negatively 
and it restricts you so effectively that you 
have not got room to turn. It is not only 
in little things, such as windows, that you 
have to avoid all traditional forms and 
proportions; it is in big things too, the 
really important things. I do not think 
you even begin to realise what you have 
done for yourselves in rejecting, for in- 
stance, symmetry, which is as natural for 
architecture as the law of gravity. 

Having said that, what is there to say 
that is worth saying about the designs for 
the Victory Scholarship? Not much, I am 
afraid, except that a lot of talent is being 
wasted. The winner CARYATID (Mr. John 
Vernon Gibberd [Student]) has excep- 
tional ability and I think he could be 
quite an exceptionally good architect. By 
comparison with the others, his design is 
very good indeed. The building is well 
sited, the plan works, the scale is fairly 
good, and it has a considerable degree of 
beauty and unity. Unification is, or 
should be, the aim of the architect: 
making the building into a unity, that is 
something in itself, is what makes it a 
work of art or a work of architecture; 
and within the limitations of the conven- 
tion CARYATID’S design is remarkably 
unified. ; 

In spite of its many virtues, however, 
I would not call CARYATID’s building a 
good building. It has the inevitable excess 
of glass which is not dictated by any 
need other than the need to be honest to 
the point of exhibitionism. 


CONCLUSION 


Now I have come to the end of the 
prizes. I have been a harsh critic, I know; 
I think that what you are doing is mis- 
guided and I am afraid I have said so 
without much tact or consideration for 
your feelings. I do not, however, think 
that what you are trying to do is wrong. 
I think it is right. Architecture should 
move with the times, and I think you 
could make it move with the times if you 
knew what it was that you wanted to 
move. I have therefore tried to tell you 
what architecture is, not just as I see it, 
but as all the great architects of the past 
saw it, and I have tried to explain how 
and why you have gone wrong. I have 
simplified the problem, naturally. I have, 
so to speak, ignored what the soil 
scientists call trace elements, which are 
important; but by and large what I have 
told you is what any architect from Soane 
back to Vitruvius would have told you if 
he had had the misfortune to see you do- 
ing what I see. 


My advice to you is not to go straight 
back to the Orders but to accept tradition 
in principle and certainly to stop avoiding 
traditional forms and methods. Before 
you can do that, however, you must 
change your basic ideas, and you must 
make the change because the rejection of 
tradition is a dead end that is leading no- 
where and can lead nowhere. The only 
course which can possibly have any 
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future is to accept the broad stream of 
tradition as a whole and then enlarge and 
expand it. If you do that you may one 
day, perhaps quite soon and perhaps 
quite suddenly, get the architecture you 
want. 


Votes of Thanks 


Mr. ANTHONY M. .Cuitty, MA, 
AMTPI (F), Past-Chairman of the Board 
of Architectural Education, in: moving a 
vote of thanks to the President for his 
address and to Mr. Erith for his review, 
said that the critic might perhaps think 
his thanks a little back-handed when he 
heard that he (the speaker) disagreed with 
almost everything that he had said that 
evening. Why (asked the speaker) did 
Mr. Erith, in referring to the Arthur Cates 
Prize, the subject for which was structural 
design in relation to vaulting, suggest that 
there were no entrants for this prize be- 
cause people were not _ interested 
in this subject? He found that to be con- 
trary to the evidence. It seems to him, 
looking round in the last few years, that 
everybody was vitally interested in that 
particular topic. Perhaps there were no 
entrants for the prize because the terms 
of it were couched in phrases which were 
a little out of date and were not attractive 
to those who would otherwise enter for 
such prizes and awards. 

Mr. Chitty continued: ‘“‘ Most of what 
Mr. Erith said about truth and beauty 
was right above my head. I could not 
make out what he meant. Which was 
what, and what proportion of which was 
the other? It seemed to me very con- 
fusing indeed. I wondered very much 
whether the whole subject was not rather 
superficial and rather unrelated to the 
practice of architecture. It seems to me 
that it would have been quite appropriate 
for a discussion in Ruskin’s day and 
would indeed be quite appropriate for 
an article in that respected journal, the 
Architectural Review, to-day, but it has 
not, I think. a really vital influence on the 
student’s mind when he is designing build- 
ings. It is very good for a discussion over 
a cup of coffee, but it is not, I. think, a 
driving force to influence design. ; 

“T cannot believe that the best design 
is made by formula. If I remember aright, 
Mr. Erith said: ‘ You will never get any- 
where with architecture until you under- 
stand its theory.” That appears quite alien 
to me. I am sure that we should have 
had no great architects. no superlative 
architects, in the past if they had been 
driven by such a principle as that. In 
fact, many of the greatest architects have 
flown straight in the face of the theory 
current in their day. This view of Mr. 
Erith’s does not appear to me to be a 
sensible point of view. 

“The remark that really angered me 
was in relation to the Intermediate De- 
sign Prize. After all, we cannot have it 
both ways; the cry just after the war was 
that there were too few entrants for the 
prizes. Now the cry is that there are too 
many. I do not share that view myself, 
and I was horrified by the suggestion 
that there were 398 entrants for this prize 
who were either stupid or radically wrong, 
if I understood Mr. Erith aright. The 
value to me. anyway, of this prize is the 
viewing of the particular job. . . . Do let 
us recognise that the bulk of these people 
have been through a valuable experience. 
They have enlarged their minds by this 
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small excursion into the world, where the 
view is a little less closed than it is in the 
ordinary school course. That, I think, 
justifies a large entry for this prize, and 
I should like to see it continue. 


“It seemed to me that the main points 
of Mr. Erith’s criticism were imaginar: 
cockshies set up in order to be knocke:d 
down. ... Is it really true that anyone ia 
our profession, from the youngest up- 
wards, rejects tradition lock, stock anid 
barrel? I cannot believe that that is sc. 
If tradition has any meaning (and, mini 
you, I think the word has been sadly mis- 
used), it means something continuing, 
something which joins us with those o! 
the past and with those who are to come, 
and to reject tradition lock, stock and 
barrel is, in. my view, an impossibility.” 

Proressor W. B. Epwarps, MA 
BArch, President of the Northern Archi 
tectural Association, in seconding the 
vote of thanks, said that he had a grea: 
deal of sympathy with Mr. Erith because 
he knew how difficult it was to give a just. 
honest, fair, unbiased and helpful criti- 
cism to students. ‘‘I enjoyed Mr. Erith’s 
criticism,” said the speaker, “ because it 
had all those qualities, and I feel sure 
that all the students enjoyed it and will 
consider seriously the words of wisdom 
and guidance that he addressed to them. 
I do not agree with the proposer of the 
vote of thanks, but I very definitely agree 
with the views expressed by the critic this 
evening.” 

The vote of thanks was accorded with 
acclamation. 


THE RESPONSES 


THE PRESIDENT said that those who 
knew anything about him and the sort 
of work that he was doing would know 
that he did not believe one single word 
that the critic had said! There was no 
such thing as a divorce from tradition. 
The sort of thing that students were trying 
to do was a continuation of it. 


The President continued: “I am very 
grateful to Mr. Erith for his criticism. | 
think it is rather _ good sometimes to listen 
to a criticism with which one does not 
agree, but I think that the students who 
enter for these prizes want a bit of a 
boost, and I would remind you that we 
have different juries and a different critic 
every year. Next year you may have a 
very kindly disposed critic to talk to you! 
I think that Mr. Erith’s pattern of truth 
and beauty, and so on, was a little mis- 
guided. It is true that people who like 
engines and aeroplanes say that they must 
be beautiful because they are perfectly 
accurate. These people build up a certain 
attitude of mind and say: ‘This works; 
therefore it is very good and therefore 
it is beautiful,’ but that is not necessarily 
true. If your building does not speak 
truth it is no good. If you get truth into 
it, it is not necessarily beautiful, but it 
cannot be beautiful without truth. 


“My own view is that people who 
talk about things being non-traditional 
or prefabricated or anything like that are 
just talking nonsense. The things that we 
are trying to do are a continuation 0! 
tradition, and, judging by the very few 
slides which we have had the pleasure 0i 
seeing this evening, I am quite sure thai 
the people who did those designs though’ 
in the same way. Thy may not be per- 
fect and they may nc t be the real answer, 
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but I am quite sure that they are on the 
right track.” 

Mr. R. C. EritH said that he thought 
all he could do was to thank the pro- 
poser of the vote of thanks for his unkind 
words and the seconder for his kind 
words! © He added: “I am very sorry 
that I did not mind my p’s and q’s, but 
| should like to say to Mr. Chitty that [ 
was not accusing him of anything at all. 
] was talking about the students. I am 
very sorry if I angered him.” 


WAR DAMAGE PAYMENTS 


Commission’s Work in 1954 


(‘HE War Damage Commission paid out 

£32 million during 1954, compared with 
£38 million in 1953 and £57 million in 1952. 
The average weekly rate of payments in the 
last quarter of 1954 was £576,000. 

The Commission paid 38,000 “cost of 
works” claims for repairs during the year, 
aiid made 10,000 payments on account or as 
instalments. The amount involved was £27 
million, of which about £9 million was for 
the repair and rebuilding of houses. Other 
principal items were: commercial buildings, 
f5im.; factories, £44m.; churches, £3m.; 
shops, £24m. The average individual pay- 
ment during 1954 was £700 compared with 
£500 in 1953 and £410 in 1952. Value pay- 
ments amounted to £5 million, of which £1 
million related to houses. Greater London’s 
share of the total was £19 million. 

Total war damage payments by the Com- 
mission now amount to £1,147 million in 
4,650,000 separate payments. Contributions 
by property owners during and after the 
war amounted to nearly £200 million. 

The following are details of amounts paid 
by the Commission up to the end of 1954 
in the cases of certain non-commercial 
buildings: 


£ 
St. Paul’s Cathedral .. xs 3 98,000 
St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark. . 86,000 
The Guildhall, City of ‘London 211,000 
The Temple Church .. 101,000 
Inner Temple... 412,000 
Middle Temple. . 104,000 
Gray’s Inn 447,000 
St. James’s Church, Piccadilly 112,000 
Little Cloisters, Westminster. 97,000 
University College, London 426,000 
Regent’s Park-terrace 131,000 
The Old Bailey .. 181,000 
St. Alfege Church, Greenwich 98,000 
The Cathedral, Manchester 89,000 
Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff 85,000 
Canterbury, Cathedral .. 40,000 
St. George’s Church, Queen’s Park, Glasgow 65,000 
Ross Memorial Church, Dalmuir 43,000 
Newtownards-road Methodist Church, “Belfast 57,000 


PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 

THE Town and Country Planning Sum- 
mer School, which is held under the aus- 
pices of the Town Planning Institute, is 
to take place this year at Cambridge 
University from August 22 to 27. 

It is expected that the main papers will 
be selected from the following: 1, Some 
Social Aspects of Planning; 2, Air Trans- 
port; 3, The Limits of the Piannable; 4 s 
Some Aspects of Colonial Development; 
5, Problems of the Re-location of 
Industry with Reference to both the 
Human and the Economic Factors. 

The provisional subjects selected for 
the subject discussion groups (which will 
be held each day after the morning lec- 
tures) are: 1, The Financial Aspects of 
Land Use Planning; 2, Roads and Traffic; 
3, Problems of Development Control; 4, 
Discussion led by a Technical Officer of 
the Ministry. v 

It is also re arrange a planning 
exhibition. 
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NEW ROADS PROGRAMME 


Contractors are Prepared 


HE readiness of the civil engineering 
industry to carry out the Government’s 
proposals for new roadways, was emphasised 
by Sik GeorGE M. Burt, MICE, president 
of the Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors, at a Press conference in London on 
February 4. 

Impressive though the new road pro- 
gramme might appear to the layman, to the 
British civil engineering industry, which was 
the best equipped in Europe, it was by no 
means formidable, he said. The industry was 
under-employed and would, in fact, have 
welcomed a much larger programme than 
that which had been announced. 


Sir George said that much of the heavy 
roadmaking plant_in the country was lying 
idle at the moment and could be brought 
into operation immediately if necessary. A 
large proportion of it was of the most up- 
to-date type and an immense volume of work 
could be undertaken without the industry 
having to import big quantities of plant from 
overseas. 

Referring to the progress that had been 
made since the days of the pick-and-shovel 
method of roadmaking, he said that to-day 
a single contractor with a concrete-spreading 
machine and a concrete-finishing machine 
could easily lay 350 yards of single concrete 
carriageway a day. A motor road from 
London to York could, he thought, be con- 
structed in about a year. 


Federation's Reactions to Proposals 


(THE British Road Federation has an- 

nounced that its first reactions to the 
Minister of Transport’s statement * on roads 
on February 2, are that the scale of the 
proposals falls far short of the nation’s 
urgent need, brought about by years of 
neglect which have led to the road problem 
becoming one of the biggest and most 
pressing of the day. 

The Federation feels that the suggestion 
of tolls is “scandalous.” Motor taxation 
has been so high for so long that Britain 
ought to have had modern roads years ago, 
like other countries in Europe. It is “ adding 
insult to injury” to suggest that the first 
real roads to be built in Britain for motor 
transport should become an _ additional 
financial burden on trade and industry and, 
in turn, on the entire community. Since the 
war, motor taxation has yielded more than 
£2,000 million, and less than £300 million 
has been spent by the Government, and this 
on the piecemeal patching of out-of-date 
roads. 

The omission of any reference to the 
South Wales/Midlands motorway scheme, 
including the Severn Bridge, is considered 
by the Federation to be astonishing, particu- 
larly in view of the fact that orders have 
already been made for 50 miles of motor- 
way in this scheme. As regards the Severn 
Bridge, on the Minister’s calculations it 
will be at least another ten years before this 
bridge, which was considered essential in 
1946, is in use. 

The only way this country can get a 
modern road system, states the Federation, 
is for a properly constituted authority to be 
set up such as a National Highways Board. 
This Board should have the powers to raise 
such funds for new construction through 
road loans as cannot be provided from 





* See ‘‘ In Parliament,’”’ p. 262. 
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revenue; and should concentrate whole- 
time on applying the ample road building 
resources which are immediately available 
for the driving through of a comprehensive 
road programme quickly. 

It is considered to be lamentable that, 
when it comes to the roads, “ The Govern- 
ment shelters behind a variety of excuses, 
such as lack of finance and resources, which 
are never mentioned when the capital require- 
ments of the coal, gas and electricity 
industries, and of the railways, are being 
considered.” The Government's defeatist 
approach to roads is thought by the Federa- 
tion to be summed up in the Minister’s own 
words when he said: “The construction 
of new roads is a process which takes some 
time to begin.” 


OBITUARY 
J. F. Matthew, FRIBA, FRIAS 


WE REGRET to record the death, in his 
80th year, of Mr. John Fraser Matthew, 
FRIBA. Born in Edinburgh, Mr. Matthew 
studied at the Royal Scottish Academy’s 
school of applied art, and in 1893 joined 
Mr. (later Sir) Robert Lorimer as his first 
assistant. In 1927 he became a partner, and 
on Lorimer’s death in 1929 he continued 
the practice. The firm’s most notable work 
was the Scottish National War Memorial at 
Edinburgh Castle, an example of the tradi- 
tional Scottish craftsmanship which both 
Lorimer and Matthew ‘so greatly loved. 
Other examples of this work are to be seen 
in the Thistle Chapel, St. Giles’ Cathedral, 


and in the wrot-iron gates at Carlisle 
Cathedral. 
Mr. Matthew’s work included St. 


Margaret’s Church, Knightswood, Glasgow; 
Granton Church, the Walpole Memorial 
Hall, a memorial chapel at Bagshot, and 
a number of war memorials in schools 
throughout Britain including Loretto and 
Stowe. His firm designed the Thistle Founda- 
tion Settlement at Craigmillar, Edinburgh, 
where Mr. Matthew was specially interested 
in designing the Robin Chapel. His appoint- 
ments included consultantship to Edinburgh 
University, the Royal Dick Veterinary 
College and Loretto School. To his widow 
and family (who include Mr. Stuart 
Matthew, ARIBA, and Professor R. H. 
Matthew, ARIBA) we offer our sympathy. 


Owen Fleming, FRIBA 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, which 
occurred on February 4, of Mr. Owen 
Fleming, FRIBA, of Sevenoaks. He was in 
his 88th year. 


Professor Erik Lallerstedt 


THE DEATH has occurred in Stockhokn of 
Professor Erik Lallerstedt, the well-known 
Swedish architect. He was 91. 

At the age of 27, Professor Lallerstedt won 
first prize in a competition for a new build- 
ing for the Academy of Arts in Stockholm. 
He was the designer of a ' number of impos- 
ing buildings in Stockholm, possibly the 
most significant of which is the Royal Insti- 
tute of Technology at the Valhallavagen. 
Professor Lallerstedt, with his then novel and 
courageous ideas, is considered responsible 
for many of the architectural changes that 
took place in Stockholm during the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth’ century. 
In 1907 Professor Lallerstedt was appointed 
Professor of Architecture at the Royal Insti- 
tute of Technology and he held this post 
until 1929. 
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IN .PARLIAMENT 


Housing Glasgow’s Overspill 


T_ABOuR members from Glasgow and 
other Scottish constituencies sought 
further details, in the House of Commons 
on February 1, about the intentions of the 
Secretary of State for Scotland about the 
proposed new town at Cumbernauld. ' 

Mr. JamMes McINNES asked when a 
decision to proceed with the new town was 
likely to be given, and how long afterwards 
it would be before building operations com- 
menced. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office, said that it would be 12 
months from the date of any final decision 
to approve the project before actual building 
operations could commence. 

That answer did not satisfy Mr. McINNEs, 
who pointed out that the Secretary of State 
had been handling this question for more 
than two years and had not yet reached a 
decision. By the time a_ decision was 
reached, he asserted, Glasgow would have 
absorbed all its building sites, and there 
would be a complete cessation of house 
building in the city with disastrous results. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH denied that the 
Secretary of State had been delaying mat- 
ters. He had been pressing for the matter 
to be arranged, and now he was awaiting 
a reply to suggestions he had put to the 
Glasgow Corporation. 

Mrs. JEAN MANN said that 10 years ago 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie had reported to the 
Governmen: that Glasgow required four new 
towns. The city had received East Kilbride 
from the Labour Government and now 
awaited the other three. Was it not mean 
and contemptible to treat the corporation as 
the Government were doing? 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the Cor- 
poration, which was composed of persons 
not favourable to the Government, had 
emphatically denied the necessity for any 
provision of an overspill from the city. 

Mr. McINNEs asked what now prevented 
this project from being proceeded with on 
the same basis as Glenrothes and East 
Kilbride. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH Said that the 
circumstances were not comparable. 


Mr. JOHN RANKIN asked what precedent 
the Secretary of State was following in ask- 
ing Glasgow to share in the overall deficit, 
and at the same time to make a contribution 
in respect of the new town. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the 
Housing (Scotland) Act, 1950, enabled local 
authorities to contribute to such an extent 
as they thought desirable towards the expen- 
diture of new town corporations in providing 
housing accommodation to meet the require- 
ments of the local authorities. There was 
no exact precedent for the proposal that 
under these provisions the corporation of 
Glasgow should contribute towards the 
deficit incurred by a new town corporation 
as there were no comparable circumstances 
to which such an arrangement might have 
been applied. 

Mr. WILLIAM HANNAN asked why the 
Secretary of State had referred Glasgow cor- 
poration to the Manchester and Bristol pro- 
jects as having financial provisions analogous 
to those proposed by him for Cumbernauld. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH: The Manchester 
and Bristol projects were quoted by the 
Secretary of State, not because they involve 
financial arrangements analogous to those 
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proposed for Cumbernauld, but because, 
while Glasgow appear to disclaim any 
responsibility for their housing overspill, 
both these corporations were proposing to 
develop new communities in the areas of 
adjoining authorities at their own cost. 

Mr. RANKIN asked the Secretary of State 
to state the contents of the letter he addressed 
to the corporation of Glasgow on November 
35. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH Said that the Sec- 
retary of State did not write to the corpora- 
tion on November 25, 1954. At a meeting 
that day with representatives of the corpora- 
tion he suggested that they should examine 
the arrangement being made by other cities 
for dealing with their overspill problems, 
and invited them to submit thereafter any 
counter proposals that they might wish to 
put forward. 


Mr, HANNAN also inquired what discussions 
the Secretary of State had with the Dumbar- 
tonshire County Council about his proposals 
on financial arrangements relative to Cum- 
bernauld; and with what result. 


COMMANDER GALBRAITH: None. The Sec- 
retary of State has informed the County 
Council that he has no proposals to put be- 
fore them until his negotiations with Glas- 
gow corporation, for whose housing require- 
ments a development at Cumbernauld would 
be almost exclusively designed, have reached 
a definite stage. 


New Road Projects 


THE first stage of a vast and comprehen- 

sive programme of new road construc- 
tion and improvement which the Govern- 
ment propose for the next four years and 
for which they have authorised expenditure 
of £147m. was announced in the House of 
Commons on February 2 by Mr. JoHN 
BoyD-CaRPENTER, Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation. 

In addition, the Government propose the 
introduction of a Continental type of motor- 
way to link London, Birmingham, Preston 
and Sheffield. These will be started towards 
the end of the four-year period, and are esti- 
mated to cost about £65m. There was a 
possibility that tolls would be introduced on 
these roads to meet some of the cost. 

The Minister said that the plan was in- 
tended to provide the country with an up-to- 
date road system, adequate to deal with the 
increasing volume of traffic. Major and 
minor works on existing through routes 
would convert them into modern all-purpose 
highways. The programme for the first 
four years would include many important 
by-passes, bridges and road widenings cost- 
ing upwards of £500,000. In the year 1955- 
56 he hoped to authorise schemes for trunk 
roads costing more than £100,000 each. 


: THE FIRST MOTORWAY 
On a programme of this sort payments 


would take some time to reach the level of 


authorisations. Actual expenditure on most 
schemes was spread over a number of years 
like the constructional work itself and falling 
for the most part two or three years after 
authorisation. It would not be appropriate 
for him to forecast the precise scale of the 
programme in the future. The actual amount 
of work to be authorised would depend on 
the resources available and on the economic 
and financial condition of the nation at the 
time. 

The construction of new roads would take 
some time to begin, consequently the work 
in the early years of the programme must 
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necessarily be in connection with the im- 
provement of those existing routes. Over 
and above schemes in particular localitics 
there were certain major projects of nation.| 
importance which should be ready to sta:t 
towards the end of the period. The first 
would be the first section of a London-Yor:.- 
shire motor road, a road confined to motor 
traffic with severely restricted access and wh 
fly-over crossings and junctions. 


This first motor road will be about 150 mil. 
in length. The first part, nearly 70 mi‘2s 
long, will extend from St. Albans by-pass ‘o 
a point near Rugby, with a spur road for 
traffic going to Birmingham. Later it will 
be extended to a point near Doncaster or .0 
Sheffield. Throughout its length it will ha.e 
two carriageways, separated by a centr:| 
strip and flanked with grass verges. 

On the first section to the Midlands the 
carriageways will be 36 ft. wide; on the 
second section to Doncaster they will be 
24 ft. The road would be carried over or 
under all existing roads, and at important 
junctions there will be fly-overs or unde:- 
passes, with connecting roads designed to 
keep traffic flowing smoothly. Where con- 
ditions were suitable the fly-over junction 
might take the pattern of a fly-over with two- 
sided access; at other junctions a roundabout 
may be built above or below the level of 
the existing road. 


It is also proposed to build a north-south 
motor road through Lancashire extending 
from Preston to Birmingham. It will be 
built to the same modern standards as the 
London-Yorkshire road, and its total length 
will be about 80 miles. As it will pass 
through heavily industrialised areas fly-over 
connections with the existing highway system 
will be more frequent than on the London- 
Yorkshire project. 


SCOTTISH SCHEMES 


In Scotland, the Secretary of State 
intended that a start should be made with 
a crossing of the Firth of Forth. A scheme 
for the construction of a tube on the bed of 
the Firth has been submitted to the Secre- 
tary of State recently by consultants of high 
standing as a less expensive alternative to a 
bridge. It is being referred to the local 
authorities concerned with whom _ the 
Government were ready to discuss how its 
merits in relation to a bridge could best be 
assessed. Once that had been done decisions 
could be taken about the starting date for 
the selected alternative. 

The proposed subway between North 
Queensferry and South Queensferry would 
pass beneath the waters of the Firth, and 
comprised within the body of a single struc- 
ture would be two roadways each 22 ft. wide 
to provide two lanes of highway traffic in 
either direction. It would be artificially lit 
and ventilated throughout the two-thirds of 
a mile it extended under water. Ships of the 
largest size could navigate overhead at all 
states of the tide. The approach roadways 
would slope to the subway from both banks 
through open-air cuttings formed in the 
rocky foreshores: the length of each would 
be about one-third of a mile and the steepest 
gradient 1 in 18. 

The nature of the construction, being 
mainly concrete of a very massive character, 
planned for precasting under ideally good 
conditions in one of the graving docks at 
Rosyth, was such that once established it 
would require little or no maintenance. The 
engineering character of the subway passing 
through the water and not under the sea bed 
was a novel conception which up to nov. 
had not been made use of elsewhere. 
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Modern developments and three principal 
factors of recent proving had enabled this 
type of subway to be put forward. The 
three outstanding technical features on 
which the plan is based are: — 


(i) The efficacy and functional elasti- 
city of a new kind of foundation caisson, 


or large diameter pile, which was 
developed by Maunsell, Posford and 
Pavry and tried out successfully in 
Gambia; 


(ii) the use of large floating structural 
concrete units, the practicability of which 
was proved in the case of the Maunsell 
sea forts in the Thames estuary in the last 
war; 

(iii) an entirely novel form of pressure 
compact joint between concrete units 
especially developed for the Forth subway 
vhich enables a natural hydraulic force 
»f 3,000 tons to be brought into service at 
1 desired moment to effect a complete 
vater-tight seal between the various sec- 
tions of the subway. Provisions for any 
-xpansion or contraction of the sections 
s catered for without affecting the water- 
tightness of the joints. 


The subway would cost about £5,500,000 
and would take about three years to com- 
plete. It would mainly require cement and 
local materials, such as sand and aggregate 
with mostly unskilled labour. The amount 
of steel required would be small in relation 
to the large tonnage of high quality steel 
required for a high-level bridge. By adopt- 
ing the subway project it is estimated that 
about 40,000 tons of steel at least would be 
saved. The construction of such a subway 
would be of outstanding interest in all coun- 
tries of the world, and as the first of its kind 
it would have a high prestige value for 
Britain. 


Requisitioned Houses Bill 


(['HE Requisitioned Houses and Housing 

(Amendment) Bill by which the Govern- 
ment seek to end the use of requisitioning 
powers for housing purposes was introduced 
into the Commons on Wednesday, February 
2, by Mr. Duncan SANpDys, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. It was 
read a first time. 


The Bill has three main objects—to bring 
an end to the use of requisitioning powers 
for housing purposes within five years: to 
avoid causing hardship to families living in 
those houses and to secure an earlier release 
of requisitioned houses, whose owners had 
urgent need of them. The Government’s 
powers to requisition property for housing 
purposes would be repealed immediately. 


To protect the interests of the families 
living in requisitioned. properties local 
authorities would be asked to continue to 
earmark a proportion of their new council 
houses for rehousing the occupants of such 
As in some areas, particularly 
London, there was no prospect of providing 
alternative accommodation for all such 
occupants in less than 10 or 15 years; if re- 
quisitioning was to end in five years some 
other method would have to be found to 
enable some to continue living there to pre- 
vent eviction. 


Three methods were proposed to achieve 
this. Owners would be invited to accept 
Present occupants as tenants with controlled 
rents, compensation being paid to the owner 
for forgoing rights to vacant possession. 
Where alternative accommodation could not 
b: found within five years local authorities 
would be advised to take leases of requisi- 
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tioned properties where possible for a term 
of 10 years by negotiations with owners. If 
sufficient houses could not be obtained by 
either of those methods local authorities 
would have to provide the balance by pur- 
chasing a certain number of the requisitioned 
properties. 

Provision for releases before the end of 
the five-year period would include instances 
where an owner of a requisitioned house 
wished to modernise it, or turn it into flats, 
with the aid of an improvement grant, and 
who was prepared to offer tenancies to per- 
sons nominated by the local authority. 


The Clean Air Bill 


HE decision of the Government, 
announced by Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
in the House of Commons on February 4, 
to introduce a comprehensive Bill this 
session to deal with air pollution on the 
** general lines ” recommended by the Beaver 
committee met with immediate approval in 
the House. 

The announcement was made during the 
second reading debate of the Clean Air Bill 
introduced by Mr. Gerald Nabarro, who 
had sought to give legislative form to as 
many of the recommendations as was fos- 
sible within the scope of a private member’s 
Bill. He had his critics, some of whom pro- 
posed rejecting the Bill because it did not 
go far enough, but everyone urged the 
Government to take action. Even Mr. 
Nabarro and his backers proposed a similar 
course—* we mean business,” he said— 
“and one way or the other” aimed to have 
the matter law by the summer. 


Mr. Sandys was naturally reluctant to 
commit himself to the date of the introduc- 
tion of the Government’s Bill. That, he 
pointed out, would have to depend on the 
rapidity with which consultations now in 
progress with local authorities, industry and 
others were concluded. Once they ended the 
Bill would be drafted. But there would, he 
promised, be “ no avoidable delay.” Probably 
the promise of Government action now will 
hasten agreement in those talks. 


Whether such a Bill would pass through 
all its stages during this session, the Minister 
went on, would depend “ largely on how far 
it proved to be an agreed measure, but 
judging from the debate the prospects 
seemed good.” Indeed, during the debate, 
Mr. Robens, from the Opposition front 
bench, in seconding the Bill, pledged the 
support of Opposition members—although 
on a private member’s Bill he obviously 
could not commit the Party as a whole— 
in facilitating the progress of any Govern- 
ment measure. This promise was later re- 
peated by Mr. Marquand, so that there is 
a reasonable possibility of a clean air law 
by the autumn. 


Mr. Sandys, in explaining the reasons why 
the Government were unable to advise the 
House to accept the Bill, said that if the 
new law was to be knowledgeable, practical 
and reasonable it would have to be devised 
and framed in consultation with those most 
likely to be affected. Such consultations 
were progressing satisfactorily, but had not 
yet reached completion. Mr. Nabarro’s 
Bill differed from the recommendations of 
the Beaver committee in ways which would 
present serious difficulties, and had naturally 
not been drafted without consultation with 
industry. 


The Bill did not, and could not, contain 
financial provisions to make it fully effective. 
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The Government had considered the possi- 
bility of redrafting the Bill in committee 
and introducing the necessary financial pro- 
visions. But there was doubt about the 
desirability of infusing large sums of public 
money into private members’ legislation, 
the character of which would be changed 
if there was a development of that practice 
generally. It would also be inadvisable for 
the Government to table their amendments 
until the consultations were concluded. 


In all the circumstances it would be better, 
he felt, as had others in the debate, that a 
Government Bill should be tabled. It would 
avoid confusion. That Bill would include 
all the financial clauses to make it. effective, 
and would follow the general lines of the 
Beaver committee’s recommendations as that 
would not preclude the Government .from 
considering additional or. alternative pro- 
posals, some of which had been made during 
the . debate. 


After further discussion, Mr. NABARRO 
asked leave to withdraw his Bill, and that 
was granted. The Bill was thereupon with- 
drawn. 


New Towns Bill 


PURING the second reading of the New 

Towns. Bill—which seeks to increase 
the aggregate provision of money for new 
towns by £100,000,000 to £250,000,000—in 
the House of Lords on February 3, Lorp 
SILKIN, who was responsible for the intro- 
duction of the original Bill in 1946, com- 
mented on the “monotonous appearance ” 
of some of the new towns. . He said that 
those comments arose out of a recent tour. 
A really good design of house had been 
chosen, but hundreds were erected close 
together, and the result was a monotonous 
appearance: He had encountered this diffi- 
culty when he was. chairman of the LCC 
housing committee. There was a Georgian 
appearance for their flats which looked very 
nice, but by the time 200 or 300 blocks 
of the same type had been erected one got 
sick and tired of the sight of them, and 
their attraction disappeared. He hoped 
something would be done, by the corpora- 
tions rather than the Minister, to rebieve 
the monotony of those good individual 
buildings. 

The monotony arose: because of difficulty 
about density, which he was inclined to 
think was too low, at any rate in built-up 
areas. He did not mind how much space 
was allotted for open spaces, playing-fields 
or allotments and small holdings, but if 
a town was being built it ought to look 
like their ideas of a town and not like a 
straggling village. Some of the new towns 
did look like straggling villages. Was it 
necessary to have hundreds of houses un- 
relieved by any other type of building? If 
only an office building could be erected it 
would relieve the monotony. He saw no 
particular town planning objections to other 
types of building than housing, so long as 
they were not a nuisance or an annoyance 
to the people living there. 

The corporations were trying to produce 
houses quickly, and the way of doing that 
was to produce them all of one design. 
Whenever an alteration or variation in design 
was introduced, the cost was increased and 
things were slowed down. But the new 
towns would last a long time, so that some 
attention should be paid to their appearance. 
There was still some unnecessary restriction 
on the activities of the development cor- 
porations. They were not allowed to build 
standard factories for letting in anticipation 
of need, but must have a tenant before they 
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began erecting such a factory. That was 
nonsense. They were also not allowed to 
build public halls or meeting-places without 
a lot of fuss. 

New towns were not built for the sake 
of building new towns but to deal with 
specific problems and because it was thought 
they were the most satisfactory way of 
dealing with those problems, some of which 
still remained. Manchester, Leeds, Glasgow 
and Birmingham were all having overspill 
difficulties. For them the right solution was 
a new town and that had been recognised. 

LorpD BEVERIDGE wanted much more than 
the Bill provided. One of the greatest social 
evils of all industrialised countries, he said, 
was that which went by the ugly name of 
“conurbation.” That meant that an indus- 
trial town. when it had reached a: certain 
size, seemed to have an inherent tendency 
to get larger and larger. The bigger the 
towns the more rapid was their tendency 
to grow. Conurbation was destructive to 
all economic and social life and required 
more than one remedy. One was the Town 
Development Act, by which towns that were 
already large could take action to guide 
their growth to new places. It was not the 
only, nor the best, way of dealing with 
conurbation. The best method was by new 
towns. He therefore urged the Government 
to open their minds again to the possibility 
of more new towns. 

THE Eart oF Home. Minister of State, 
Scottish Office, said that the Glenrothes 
Corporation in Scotland had building plans 
to occupy them for 18 months, but must 
be looking for more land if they were to 
expand, and it was possible that the process 
of acquisition would be lengthy. He was 
to meet the corporation next week to discuss 
the question of size with them; afterwards 
he would meet the National Coal Board 
and hoped that it would not be long before 
he could give a decision to enable the cor- 
poration to go ahead with their building 
and purchases. 

THE EARL OF MUNSTER, Minister without 
Portfolio, agreed with Lord Silkin about 
getting away from monotony, but said that 
in the new towns there was an immense 
variety of types and designs of buildings. 
In many cases the corporations employed 
not only their own architects! but outside 
consultant architects as well. In Welwyn 
Garden City no fewer than six firms of 
architects had been employed for the pur- 
pose of avoiding monotony. The Govern- 
ment believed it was important to get on 
with the building of the existing new towns 
rather than designating more. There should 
be some indication that those new towns 
would succeed, and local authorities should 
be encouraged to press forward with schemes 
under the Town Development Act, 1952. 
The Minister had not slammed the door, 
and it might be’ necessary in future to 
designate more new towns. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
NEW HOSPITALS 


Mr. THOMAS REID asked the Minister of 
Health on January 31 on what basis he 
allotted priorities for the building of new 
hospitals, for which there was a growing 
demand; and what factors continued to pre- 
vent the building of a hospital for Swindon 
and district at a cost of about £4m., the plans 
for which had long been approved and which 
had been postponed year after year because 
of lack of funds. 

Miss Hornssy-SMITH, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Minister of Health, in a written 
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reply, stated: These priorities are decided 
according to the urgency of the need and the 
local circumstances of each area. It has not 
yet been possible to start building a new hos- 
pital for Swindon because other demands on 
the limited resources available have been 
judged too urgent to allow the commitment 
of so large a sum for this purpose, 

Sir ALFRED Bossom asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether, 
when a preservation order had been made on 
a building, he would take action to require 
the owner to carry out repairs to prevent the 
structure being allowed to go to rack and 
ruin because of neglect. 


Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, in a written reply on 
January 31, said the effect of a building pre- 
servation order was to prevent uncontrolled 
demolition or alteration of a building. 
There were no statutory powers to oblige 
an owner to carry out repairs to‘his house, 
if it was unoccupied, and not a danger to 
the public. If it was occupied as a dwelling- 
house he could be required by the Housing 
and Public Health Acts to make it fit for 
human habitation. 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Mr. Hurp asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government if he was satisfied 
with the response of local authorities to his 
circular of April, 1954, urging them to 
encourage fuller use of the grants for house 
improvement; and what proportion of local 
authorities were now making grants at the 
full 50 per cent. rate as Parliament intended. 

Mr. DuNcAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on February 3, stated that up to the end of 
December, 1954, 927 local authorities in 


England and Wales had made improvement ° 


grants. The increase of 109 over the figures 
at the end of October, 1954 was encourag- 
ing: but he was continuing his efforts to 
persuade the remaining authorities to adopt 
these provisions. The information asked 
for in the second part of the question was 
not available. 


SCHOOLS REORGANIZATION 


Mr. GEORGE THOMAS asked the Minister 
of Education whether he would make a 
statement about his plans for reorganization 
of schools in urban areas; by what date he 
hoped to complete these plans, and what 
were the number of places needed to com- 
plete reorganization of such schools. 

Sir Davip Eccles, in a written reply on 
February 3, said, that in January, 1954, there 
were 149,000 children in the senior classes 
of all-age schools and departments in urban 
areas. He expected that this number would 
continue to be reduced by school building 
undertaken primarily for other purposes. He 
could not yet say how much building would 
eventually be needed for the specific purpose 
of completing reorganization in urban areas, 
or when it would be possible to carry it out. 

Mr. G. STEVENS asked what response had 
been received from county education 
authorities to the proposals for rural 
reorganization. 

Sir Davip EccLes: The county education 
authorities have done even better than I 
hoped. It is already clear that they are 
determined to get all these projects started 
well within the five years which I have sug- 
gested. They have proposed to add to the 
1955-56 building programme about 140 new 
schools or major enlargements needed for 
rural reorganization. The completion of 
these will provide about 40,000 school places, 
and will make possible the reorganization as 
junior schools of some 775 all-age schools 
in rural districts. 
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Future of London's Theatres 


T a meeting of the London Count: 

Council on February 1, Mr. KENyon 
asked Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of the 
Town Planning Committee, if any action hai 
been taken by the Town Planning Com- 
mittee in regard to the possible demolition 
of the St. James’s Theatre, and if the Com- 
mittee had any general policy regarding the 
retention of London’s theatres. 

Mr. Fiske said that a proposal ty 
demolish the St. James’s .Theatre and erect 
offices on the site had been approved i 
principle, but no plans had so far been sut- 
mitted or approved. Any action. th: 
Council could take was restricted to wha 
was practicable under the Town and Coun 
try Planning Act, 1947, and having regar.i 
to the provisions of the London Develop- 
ment Plan. He had, however, asked for « 
report to be submitted to the Town Plan 
ning Committee on the general question. 

In answer to a question by Mrs. TREvVO. 
ROSE at the same meeting Mr. Fiske said 
“As regards the Stoll Theatre, an applica- 
tion for the erection of a new building for 
use as Offices with showrooms on the ground 
floor has been received, but no decision has 
yet been reached.” 


~ 


Preservation of Portland-place 


At the same meeting of the Council Miss 
L. F. NETTLEFOLD asked Mr. Fiske whether 
a building preservation order had been made 
by the Council in respect of 45, Portland- 
place, St. Marylebone. Was he aware that 
the St. Marylebone Borough Council had 
raised objections to the preservation order 
on the grounds that the building was in an 
extremely dilapidated and almost derelict 
condition with dry rot evident in many 
places? Miss Nettlefold also asked whether 
he was aware that in April, 1948, the Coun- 
cil refused permission for these premises to 
be used as the Polish Consulate. Did he 
not agree that the best way of preserving 
buildings in Portland-place was to allow 
them to be used? Would it not be better 
to widen the permitted user of premises in 
Portland-place and to preserve them by 
allowing them to be used rather than to 
allow them to rot through being kept 
vacant? 


Mr. Fiske stated that an order had been 
made which provided that no works should 
be carried out to the building which would 
affect the facade without the Council’s con- 
sent. It was considered that this facade was 
an essential feature of one of the Adam 
Brothers’ major contributions to London’s 
eighteenth-century building development. 
Mr. Fiske said that he was aware of the 
objections raised by the St. Marylebone 
Borough Council. He also said that he was 
aware of the Council’s reply to the Polish 
authorities and that a subsequent applica- 
tion for this use had been called in for 
decision, but had been withdrawn before the 
decision could be given. He agreed that 
the best way of preserving any building wus 
to allow it to be used. He said that the 
Council was prepared to consent to the pre- 
mises being used as flats or as the offices or 
headquarters of professional institutions and 
cultural and learned societies which would 
be in keeping with the predominant use of 
the locality. Permission was, in fact, giver 
in October, 1951, to the use of the premise: 
as the administrative headquarters of the 
Incorporated Society of Auctioneers anc 
Land Property Agents. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
Figures for 1954 


|= Housing Progress Reports presented to 


Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 


of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 


number of permanent houses completed in Great 
w:th 33,505 in December, 1953. 


Britain during December was 30,662 compared 


The number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 1954 was 347,605 com- 


pared with 318,779 in 1953. 


Detailed figures at the end of December were : 
PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 




















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war . ; Post-war : Completions 
Completions | Completions Completions * 
Png Hf in December | in 1954 to jon Hn in December a or 
1954” 1954 Dec. 31 1954” 1954 eee 3 
Lc -al authoritiest 1,464,527 20,194 234,935 1,261,321 16,794 199,604 
Private builders 332,460 8,745 90,346 319,070 8,443 87,755 } 
H. using associations 32,596 918 14,876 31,643 918 14,761 
Gc vernment departments’. 47,482 781 7,120 43,265 591 6,521 
Wer destroyed houses rebuilt: 
!) Local authorities 9,446 1 38 8,656 1 38 
2) Private Builders 36,144 23 290 35,727 15 273 
Total 1,922,655 30,662 347,605 | 1,699,682 26,762 | 308,952 














PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 




















GreEAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
at at a at ‘ at at 

Dec. 31 Sept. 30 June 30 Dec. 31 Sept. 30 June 30 

Lox al authoritiest 202,295 219,286 224,872 168,682 182,702 189,198 

Private builders 75,345 76,827 73,446 72,463 73,772 70,412 

Housing associations Ria 4,777 6,866 9,160 4,647 6,749 9,059 

Government departments... 8,636 8,759 8,385 7,578 7,561 7,280 
War destroyed houses rebuilt: 

(1) Local authorities ea 16 13 22 16 13 22 

(2) Private builders oe 408 384 420 364 336 371 

Total 291,477 312,135 316,305 253,750 271,133 276,342 

















HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
The following are estimates of the number of male operatives aged 16 and over employed 


on the construction of new permanent houses and the preparation of housing sites in England 
and Wales at the dates stated: June 30, 1954, 289,700; September 30, 1954, 288,100; October 31, 


1954, 288,000. These figures do not include 
workers directly employed by local authorities. 


the number of building and civil engineering 
The number of such workers in England and 


Wales was 17,855 in December, 1954. The number of operatives engaged on repair and main- 
tenance to existing houses (including conversions, adaptations, extension, etc.) was estimated to 


be 146,000 in May, 1954, the latest date for which 


HOUSING SITES 
The position in regard to the acquisition and 
development of permanent housing sites by 
local authorities at the following dates was: 




















Number of dwellings to be provided 
July 31, Sept. 30, | Dec. 31, 
1945 1954 1954 
Sites of which right 
_of entry obtained} 305,230* | 1,725,169 | 1,765,740 
Site development be- 
gun Pee ..-| 107,825 1,622,376.| 1,662,193 
Site development 
completed 4 — 1,452,627 | 1,485,021 
*Estimate 


** NEW TRADITION ”? HOUSES 


The position in regard to permanent “* new 
tradition ” houses erected by local authorities 
at December 31, 1954, compared with that at 
September 30, 1954, was as follows: 














Number of houses 
Sept. 30, | Dec. 31, 
1954 1954 
On tenders approved 278,579 289,880 
Construction begun... --.| 268,006 275,509 
Under construction at end of 
_ period “te — ode [ty SOeeae 27,296 
Completed 237,867 248,213 





figures are available. 


PERMANENT HOUSES—-PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 
The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed up to the end of 
December, 1954, have been as follows: 

















Number of houses 
Sept. 30 Dec. 31, 
1954 1954 
On licences issued ete -.-| 401,338 415,788* 
On approval with grant under 

Section 3 .of the Housing 

(Financial Provisions) Act, 

1938 (as amended) ... pa 3,305 3,389 
Construction begun ae «--| 367,333 391,533 
Under construction at end of 

period ... tee eas ost Shate 72,463 
Completed 293,561 319,070 





* Number at November 10, 1954 

The figures shown above do not include 
houses built in replacement of those destroyed 
during the war. 

HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 

The progress made in the provision of per- 
manent houses by New Town Development 
Corporations up to December 31, 1954, has 
been as follows: 





Number of houses 


On tenders approved 41,464 
Construction begun ... ae a% 37,187 
Under construction at end of period 10,188 
Completed ane pa Bee 3 26,999 








Cmd. 9367. Housing Return for England and Wales, December 31, 1954. HMSO, price 1s. 3d. Post-free, 1s. 44d. 
Cmd. 9366. ‘Housing Return for Scotland, December 31, 1954. HMSO, price Is. Post-free, 1s. 14d. 
In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 
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COMPULSORY PURCHASE 
PROPOSAL 


Minister Refuses to Confirm Council's 
Order 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has decided not to con- 
firm the compulsory purchase order made 
by Hendon Borough Council in respect of 
vacant land formerly occupied by Nos. 
23-53, Borthwick-road and 36-54, Raven- 
stone-road, West Hendon, NW9. P 


In June, 1954, a public inquiry was held 
before one of the Ministry’s Inspectors into 
a town planning appeal by Snowley Pro- 
perty Co., Ltd., against the refusal of the 
Borough Council to permit the erection of 
26 houses on the above land, which extends 
to about three-quarters of an acre and’is : 
part of a larger war-damaged area: ‘he 
grounds of the Council’s refusal were that 
the proposed development would prejudice 
the proper redevelopment of the West Hen- 
don area, which would probably take place 
in fifteen to twenty years, and that the pro- - 
posed density was excessive. Following the 
local inquiry, the Minister allowed. . the 
appeal to the extent of granting permission , 
for the erection of houses on the land, sub- 
ject to their number, siting, design and.ex- , 
ternal appearance being agreed with the local 
planning authority. 


Following this decision the Borough 
Council resolved to make a compulsory ‘pur- 
chase order covering the appeal site. Objec- 
tion to the confirmation of the order was 
lodged on behalf of the Snowley Property 
Co., Ltd., and a public inquiry was held. 
The Minister has now given his decision, in 
the course of which he states that he has 
paid full regard to the Council’s desire to . 
secure maximum housing accommodation on ; 
the land and to ensure that its development ;: 
accords with future plans for the West Hen- 
don area. Nevertheless, he is satisfied that 
private development of this land could be 
compatible with a satisfactory scheme of the 
redevelopment for the area. He has accord- 
ingly decided not to confirm the order. 


CHEAPER BUILDING 
“Freedom Should Bring Benefits” 


A CALL by the Mayor of Burton, Coun. 
T. OsBorne, for cheaper buildings now that 
controls have been removed was made at 
the recent annual dinner of Burton Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 

The Mayor, a former president of the 
association, is chairman of Burton Corpora- 
tion’s housing committee and chairman and 
managing director of a Midland joinery 
firm. 


“The public and local authorities,” he 
said, “are entitled to expect some benefit 
from the removal of building restrictions. 
That should mean more speedy building and 
lower cost. One of the main obstacles to 
speedy building in the past has been that 
old-standing excuse of lack of materials and 
tools. That does net apply to-day. The 
building industry is now getting seven times 
the number of bricks as in 1945. Speaking 
as the town’s building chairman, I hope that 
we shall not hear that old, old story about 
the shortage of bricks again. The same 
applies to cement. That was in short supply 
for many reasons. Now the supply is three 
times greater than in 1945. All other 
ancillary materials are on easier supply— ~ 
even timber.” 
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ADJOINING BUILDINGS 


The Protection of Structures 


{N appeal of an unusual nature came 
before Judge L. K. A. Bleck, DSC, at 
the City of London Court, on January 20. 

The appellants were the Gresham House 
Estate Co., Ltd., of Gresham House, 27a, 
Old Broad-street, EC2, and the respondents 
were Barclays Bank DCO, 54, Lombard- 
street, EC3. The appellants were repre- 
sented by Mr. R. C. H. Horne (instructed 
by Messrs. Linklaters and Paines); the 
respondents by Mr. W. Scrivens (instructed 
by Messrs. Slaughter and May). The appeal 
was against an award of Mr. William Kaula, 
FRIBA. The grounds were that the company 
owned the premises 23-27a, Old Broad- 
street, and the bank owned the adjoining 
premises, 33-37. 

On August 27, 1954, under the provisions 
of. tae London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Act, 1939, the bank served the company 
with two notices of intention to exercise the 
rights conferred on them by that Act by 
building external walls and a steel-framed 
multi-floor building on a reinforced concrete 
sfructure below ground level and by under- 
pinning. the external walls, stanchion bases 
and: grillages of. the said company’s 
premises and by underpinning the party 
wall between the said two premises, in 
accordance with attached drawings, and by 
executing any other incidental works, to the 
satisfaction of the District Surveyor. 

The company did not serve any counter- 
notice or express their consent within the 
prescribed 14 days under Section 49 of the 
Acti.. 

The parties appointed Mr. Frank Weston, 
registered architect, and Mr. Henry Colbeck, 
FRIBA; FRICS, to be their respective 
surveyors; they failed to agree on the 
appointment of a third surveyor, and the 
superintending architect to the LCC, at 
the tequest of Mr. Colbeck, selected Mr. W. 
Kaula,, FRIBA, to act as third surveyor; and 
on ‘November 17, 1954, he signed an award, 
as did Mr. Colbeck. 

During 1950 or thereabouts the bank pur- 
chased Nos. 33-37 for the purpose of erect- 
ing a new. building. The notices did not 
describe its nature, and accordingly the third 
surveyor could not determine whether the 
described works were necessary before 
furthér building works were carried out on 
the bank’s land or whether they adequately 
protected Gresham House. They stated: 

“By written agreement of May 25, 1938, 
the.company and .. . the bank’s predecessors 
in. title. in respect to their said premises, 
agreed not to build on such bank premises 
otherwise than in accordance with that agree- 
ment . . . still in force and binding on the 
bank. The bank propose to erect buildings 
on’such land in contravention of that agree- 
ment; and the described works are prelimi- 
nary: to such building; or alternatively the 
notices ‘are in contravention of. the agree- 
ment: The award fails to prescribe adequate 
protection to the external walls, stanchion 
bases and grillages aforesaid or to the said 
party wall and for the security of the com- 
pany and their said buildings.” 

Certain provisions of the award were: that 
the walls hatched on the specified drawings 
belonged to the company, and that their 
stability should be maintained by under- 
pinning as coloured green; that the bank 
should at their expense underpin such walls; 
provide, erect, maintain and remove requisite 
shoring; prevent dust nuisance, etc.; make 
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good any damage caused; compensate for 
inconvenience, loss or damage: resulting from 
works; give access for inspection and exami- 
nation of authorised works, etc.; and. the 
award was made “ without prejudice to any 
claims, actions or agreements concerning 
rights of light and air, rights of support, 
encroachments and easements, etc., that may 
arise at any time.” 

The judgment given by Judge Block was 
as follows:— 

This is an application to this court 
founded upon the finding of an arbitrator 
pursuant to the provisions of the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939, which 
entitles adjacent owners to know what are 
the intentions of a building owner who pro- 
poses to erect something or to do certain 
work on a site which might well be described 
as “ alongside.” 


As I see the purpose of the Act, it is 
primarily for the security of the existing 
building so that no danger would be caused 
to the existiag alongside building by the 
operations of the next-door neighbour. 

Section 50 of the Act provides, in clear 
terms: “Where a building owner proposes 
to erect within 10 ft. from any part of a 
building of an adjoining owner, a building 
or structure independent of the building of 
the adjoining owner and any part of the 
proposed building or: structure will, within 
the said 10 ft., extend to a lower level than 
the level of the bottom of the foundations 
of the building of the adjoining owner [that 
is, the existing building owner] he may and 
if required by the adjoining owner shall, 
subject to the provisions of this section, at 
the expense of the building owner underpin 
or otherwise strengthen or safeguard the 
foundations of the building of the adjoining 
owner so far as may be necessary... .” and 
then certain provisions are laid down as to 
how that object is to be achieved. 

In this particular case the appellants had 
notices served upon them by Barclays Bank 
DCO that they proposed’ to make some 
development on their site alongside; and 
they duly served them with some plans and 
notices. 

It is common ground that they, as is well 
known to the appellants, do intend to 
develop this site in a way which, as far as 
I know, has not yet been decided, except 
that there is going to be a “steel - framed 
multi-floor building on a reinforced concrete 
structure below ground level”; and those 
particular plans and notices merely refer to 
what they propose to do below surface by 
way of strengthening the existing building 
owned by the appellants and making it stand 
on its own feet. 

I have to decide whether the arbitrator in 
this matter came to the right conclusion in 
point of fact as to whether the underpinning 
and anything which he envisaged was satis- 
factory for the purposes of maintaining the 
property of the appellants. I have little 
or no doubt—indeed, Mr. Weston, who was 
called as their surveyor, appeared to be 
entirely satisfied also—that what was pro- 
posed to be done would be sufficient to main- 
tain and protect that property, perhaps not 
entirely regardless of but within the limits 
of known facts as to the proposed ‘develop- 
ment next door. 

Mr. Horne, on behalf of the appellants, 
wants me to say that before the arbitrator 
can deal with this matter there should be a 
complete disclosure of all the detailed pro- 
posals which the building owner has in 
mind. I do not think, despite the authorities 
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quoted to me, that that can be so. The 
purpose of the Act is for the protection of 
the existing alongside property. If a sur- 
veyor acting on behalf of the existing 
property owner js aware, within limits, of 
the approximate height of the development 
proposed and is satisfied that the proposed 
underpinning will deal with any danger that 
may be caused to his existing building, | 
think that then the purport of Section 50 of 
the Act of 1939 has been complied with. 


Coming down to the basis of the matter, 
I see no reason why I should upset the find- 
ing of the award of two competent surveyors 
in a matter of this sort. 


I think the action has been misconceived 
to the extent that, in my view, the appel- 
lants are using the London Building Acts 
(Amendment) Act, 1939, as a means of being 
inquisitive in matters which are no concern 
of theirs; and, accordingly, I uphold the 
award of the arbitrator, with costs against 
the appellants on the County Court scale. 


ARCHITECT’S FINAL CERTIFI- 
CATE IN ARBITRATION 


Confusing Clauses in RIBA Form of 
Contract 


[From a Legal Correspondent] 


N November, last year, the question of 
the conclusiveness or otherwise of an 
architect’s final certificate arose in the 
course of litigation between a firm of 
builders and a local authority: (Windsor 
RDC v. Otterway and Try, Ltd.).  Fol- 
lowing re-measurement of the works, the 
local authority claimed a refund of over- 
payments which, it was alleged, had been 
made to the builders, because of an error 
in the calculations of sums due to the 
builders. The builders relied, among 
other matters, on the conclusiveness 
of the architect’s final certificate as 
to the sufficiency of their works and 
materials. 


The contract was governed by the well- 
known form of RIBA contract No. 6, 
specially adapted for the use of local 
authorities. Clause 24 of this form pro- 
vided: ‘‘ The architect shall . . . issue a 
final certificate and such final certificate 
shall be conclusive evidence as to the 
sufficiency of the said works and 
materials.” On the other hand, Clause 27 
stated: “.. . the arbitrator shall have 
power to open up, renew and revise every 
certificate in the same manner as if no 
such certificate had been given.” 


The matter came before the High Court 
by way of a special case stated by an arbi- 
trator. The Court held that Clause 24 
must be read subject to Clause 27 and 
that, in fact, the arbitrator had power to 
deal with the whole matter as if a final 
certificate had never been given. In giving 
its reasons the Court pointed out that the 
arbitrator’s powers, under Clause 27, were 
as wide as they could be, that such con- 
tracts were built up from time to time by 
clauses being added, and that it was prob- 
ably the case that, at some time, Clause 
27 had been redrafted without any 
amendment being made at the same time 
to Clause 24. Be that as it may, it seems 
clear that a final certificate has no finality 
so far as arbitration is concerned and it 
might well be desirable for Clause 24 
to be redrafted to make this plain. 
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SCRAP SOLD ABOVE 
MAXIMUM PRICE 


London Firm Fined £2,250 


; A FIRM with a million pound turnover 
+*% were at the London Sessions, on 
February 4, fined a total of £2,250 and 
#100 gas. costs. They were Messrs. Mayer, 
Newman and Co., Ltd., scrap metal dealers, 
of Arundel-street, Strand, WC, and they 
pleaded guilty to two indictments containing 
a totu! of 45 counts, of selling heavy steel 
scrap in excess of the maximum price to the 
Glanmoor Foundry Co., of Llanelly, South 
Wales, contrary to the Iron and Steel 
Order, 1952. 

Mr. Edward Clarke, counsel prosecuting 
for tee Ministry of Supply, said that the 
Htransactions took place in 1953 when the 
'Glanmoor Foundry asked Messrs. Mayer, 
"Newman and Co., Ltd., to supply them with 
scrap steel so that they might complete their 
orders. The defendant company charged 
the correct price, but they also added the 
cost of carriage to the invoice. The cost of 
the carriage brought the total charge above 
the maximum and the amount overcharged 
was £248 7s. 1d. on about 500 tons of serap 
metal. The firm at Llanelly had also left 
itself open to prosecution for buying the 
metal at an excess price and they were just 
as much to blame as the sellers, but in the 
circumstances, the Ministry of Supply had 
sent them a warning letter. 

Counsel said that Messrs. Mayer, Newman 
jand Co., Ltd., were selling something which 
bwas then in short supply. They sold at a 
‘price which other firms were not allowed to 
charge and they were thus stealing a march 
Fon their competitors. 

A number of witnesses were called for 
the defence in mitigation of the offence and 
William Richard Roberts, the purchasing 
officer of the Glanmoor Foundry Co., said 
that for many years his firm had been 
engaged on Admiralty and Government con- 
tacts. They would have been seriously 
hampered in their production because of the 
difficulty in getting scrap in Wales, but for 
he supplies they got from the London firm. 

Harry Albert Newman, director of Messrs. 
Mayer, Newman and Co., Ltd., said that in 
1953 their total turnover was 137,000 tons, 
0 the value of about £lm. The Glanmoor 
ompany telephoned them to say they 
desperately needed scrap and could get none 
n Wales and that was why they supplied 
t. He knew the Glanmoor Company had a 
icence to acquire scrap and he also knew 
that it was for a buyer to obtain the neces- 
sary authorisation from the Ministry of 
Supply for them to buy steel outside the 

elsh area. He carried out the order 
because he was certain that if the Glanmoor 
ompany had asked for authorisation they 
would have got it and then no offence 
would have been committed. 

Defending counsel, Mr. Fox-Andrews, 
QC, said that the seriousness of the offence 
lepended entirely on the degree of reason- 
ble probability that a special authorisation 
ould have been granted had the Glanmoor 
ompany applied for it. So far as Messrs. 
fayer, Newman and Co., Ltd., were con- 
rned their information was that every 
pplication for special authorisation made in 
953 was granted, and out of 77 applications 
made between 1950-53, over 70 of them 
Were granted. In these circumstances, coun- 
gd said that Messrs. Mayer, Newman and 
., Ltd., had no doubt that had application 
een made it would have been granted. 









































‘could not find who had done it. 
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Announcing his decision, Mr. Frank 
Cassels, Deputy Chairman, said: “In this 
type of case it is always very difficult to fix 
a proper penalty. I do not regard this as 
a serious matter and I think that justice will 
be done with a fine of £50 on each count of 
both indictments and 100 gns. costs.” 


TRADE EXHIBITION 


“ Breach of Implied Contract ‘Terms’ 


? I BELIEVE that the defendants were on 

the horns of a dilemma. Plaintiffs had 
stalls with many attractions, and there is 
clearly a breach of the implied contract 
terms.” With this comment, Judge Andrew 
at Bow County Court on January 28, 
awarded £45 damages and costs to Messrs. 
A. S. Wright, Ltd., builders’ merchants, of 
657 High-road, Leyton, in an adjourned 
action for £200 damages for breach of con- 
tract against Regional Exhibitions, Ltd., 
of Oakdene Works, 49, Brighton-road, Sal- 
tords, Surrey. 


At the previous hearing, Mr. John Stocker, 
counsel for the plaintiffs, said that the 
defendants were promoters and organisers 
of a trade exhibition known as the North- 
East London exhibition, held at Waltham- 
stow Assembly Hall from October 9 to 
23, 1954. By contract on July 9, 1954, plain- 
tiffs rented tour stands at the exhibition for 
the display of their trade goods. The stands 
were in an annexe to the central building, 
and the public had admission only by en- 
trances from the main building by certain 
doors. These doors were to be kept free 
at all times to enable the public to enter. 
It had been alleged that for the greater part 
of the ewhibition these doors were kept 
closed. 


Counsel had also alleged that defendants 
had permitted the word “Exit” to be dis- 
played over the doors. Therefore the public 
access was not as free and unhampered as 
was possible. As a result plaintiffs tost 
opportunities of doing business and alleged 
that the terms of the contract were not com- 
plied with. The goodwill lost was estimated 
at not less in value than £200. 


Mr. Alphonse E. L. Duchateau, managing 
director of the defendant company, said that 
the rent of the stalls in the north annexe 
was lower than that in the central hall, and 
plaintiffs paid £150 for four stalls. The 
exhibition was opened on the first day by 
Mr. Jack Train, and the attendances were 
good for the first three days. Then there 
had been a bus strike in Walthamstow and 
the attendances had dropped considerably. 


There were three entrances to the annexe 
and when Mr. A. S. Wright, director of the 
plaintiff company, complained that the doors 
were closed, witness denied the allegation. 
Before the complaint he had found the doors 
closed by someone, made inquiries, but 
He then 
went into a balcony and spent three hours 
watching the doors, but saw no one interfere 
with them. Witness examined the doors and 
found that hooks on the doors had been 
wrenched off. He then used wooden wedges 
to keep the doors open. After further com- 
plaints from Mr. Wright he asked him to 
report if he found the doors closed. Mr. 
Wright refused, adding “it is not my job.” 


A witness said there were 11 signs up, 
showing the way to the annexe, in which was 
a licensed bar as well as plaintiffs’ stalls. 
There was no breach of contract, and any 
closed doors were not due to any act or 
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default of the defendants. The word “ Exit ” 
over the doors was in accordance with the 
Essex County Council’s requirements. The 
witness denied that plaintiffs lost any busi- 
ness or suffered damages. 

Mr. Barry Chedlow, counsel for the de- 
fendants, submitted that his elients were not 
liable, because they were not insurers, and 
had done everything possible for the plain- 
tiffs. He added “It must have been obvious 
to Mr. Wright that fewer people would visit 
an amfexe, in comparison with a main hall.” 


LAW REPORT 


Injuries Suffered Owing to Lack of 
Proper Plant 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE ORMEROD 


DAVIES V. FRASER AND CHALMERS 
ENGINEERING WORKS, LTD. 
[N 


the Queen’s Bench Division on February 
1, Mr. Albert Percy Davies, 38, of 
Corporation-street, Stratford, E, was awarded 
£16,262 damages and costs by Mr. Justice 
Ormerod for spinal injuries he suffered when 
working as a steel erector at Poplar power 
station in January, 1952. The damages 
were awarded against Mr. Davies’s former 
employers, Fraser and Chalmers Engineering 
Works, Ltd., of Magnet House, WC. 

The judge said: “ He is now completely 
paralysed from the waist downwards and for 
the rest of his life will be unable to move 
except in his wheel chair. He will always 
require attention from his wife. That is all 
that is mecessary to say to describe the 
calamitous nature of the injuries he 
suffered.” 

His lordship said Mr. Davies was a 
member of a team working on the site dis- 
mantling a three-ton crane by means of a 
derrick; as they were lowering the king-pole 
to the ground the derrick collapsed and Mr. 
Davies had said, “ That was the last thing 
I knew.” 

The judge held that the defendants were 
negligent in not providing proper plant for 
the job, ie., adequate stakes to hold the 
derrick guy ropes. Mr. Davies had com- 
plained to the foreman that there were no 
proper stakes available and the foreman told 
him to find the best stakes he could and im- 
provise. Mr. Davies found a steel joist which 
he used but not being satisfied with it he 
asked the foreman to test it. The foreman 
tested the stake, said he was satisfied it was 
all right and ordered Mr. Davies to carry on 
with the job. 

The reason for the stake eventually coming 
out of the ground and causing the derrick to 
collapse was that it had been driven first 
through hard ground and then soft ground. 
When a strain was put on it the stake pivoted 
and was pulled clean out of the ground. 

““The foreman should have known that 
the stake used was inadequate owing to the 
nature of the ground,” said the judge. His 
lordship was satisfied that the defendants 
failed to provide proper plant and take 
reasonable care to ensure the safety of their 
workmen. There was no_ contributory 
negligence by Mr. Davies. 

The defendants were not in breach of 
statutory duty because the structure—a 
latticed girder construction—did not come 
within the definition of the building regula- 
tions, the judge added. 

Ordering that £600 be paid out to Mr. 
Davies at once, his lordship granted a stay 
of execution for 21 days regarding the re- 
mainder of the damages. 
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BRIGHTON BUILDING 
SCHOOL 


Annual Speech Day and Prize-giving 


(THERE was a large gathering of members 

of the Brighton Town Council, includ- 
ing the Mayor and Mayoress (Ald. W. G. 
Dudeney and Mrs. Dudeney), parents and 
pupils at the Brighton Secondary School for 
Building and Engineering’s seventh speech 
day, celebrated on February 2, at the Corn 
Exchange. The Rev. Canon D. H. Booth 
handed to the boys the certificates and prizes 
they had gained during the past year. Cclr. 
W. H. G. Button, chairman of the Brighton 
Education Committee, presided. 

In his opening remarks, THE CHAIRMAN 
said that this was the first time they had 
been able to use the Corn Exchange for 
speech day. A high proportion of the leavers, 
thirty-three, had gone into the engineering 
industry, and the next highest group had 
chosen building as their career. Of the other 
leavers twenty-three were distributed 
amongst other professions and trades. The 
school could thus claim to be fitting prac- 
tically minded boys for practical vocations. 

Mr. E. Downina, the headmaster, in his 
annual report said that masters gave up a 
large slice of their holidays for school camps 
and industrial visits. All this was carried 
on by a small staff which was already main- 
taining a high level of instruction. Under 
the leadership of the prefects, the school had 
passed on almost without notice to a sub- 
stantial measure of self-government. 

_ A good deal was said about leisure activi- 

ties and games, and the average parent, the 
average member of the public, and some- 
times the average boy was inclined to look 
down on these things and wonder if it was 
a device to make things. easier all round. 
This was quite incorrect. These activities 
gave the teacher a great deal more work and 
responsibility, but they repaid by increasing 
the opportunities for boys to display their 
abilities and to revea] new talents. Rightly 
used, such recreation was a stimulus to the 
whole education process. They were not 
trimmings. 

During the year, Mr. Downing continued, 
they had awarded eleven first-class certifi- 
cates, eleven second-class . certificates and 
twenty-one pass certificates; also fifty-eight 
boys were entered for the General Certificate 
of Education, and fifty-eight boys achieved 
a General Certificate pass of one sort or 
another. An analysis of results gave the 
following figures: three boys passed each 
with a total of seven subjects, five with six 
subjects, three with five subjects, three with 
four subjects, twelve with three subjects, 
seventeen with two subjects and fifteen with 
one subject. They were proud of Douglas 
Brewer, who had gained a £250 scholarship 
from the Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers in addition te six 
passes at ordinary level. 


“A WORTHWHILE JOB” 


CaNON BOOTH said he was impressed by 
the record of the school, and he thought it 
had something which others had not got. 
The school was connected wtih the great 
craft of building and he said with sincerity 
and conviction that there was no more 
worthwhile job than to build for the home- 
less. It was the crying need of the time. 
At a recent conference in Brighton it was 
agreed by employers and operatives alike 
that work added to the dignity of men. Dr. 
Roger Bannister did not run a mile under 
four minutes for the pay packet, nor did 
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Hillary climb Mount Everest for the pay 
packet. 

The students at the school had the chance 
to have a trade career, and not to adopt a 
quick short-term measure of bigger wages 
early, and they could make themselves 
masters of their skilled craft. This was some- 
thing which they had to get home to the 
greater part of the people to-day. Skilled 
artisans were important. ‘They would not 
only render social service to the community, 
of which they were a part, but they would 
help others. He asked the older boys to 
grasp the principle of their special work, for 
the future of the country largely depended 
on their being able to use their ability. 

“This country is not finished,” he added. 
“TI have been all over the world, which still 
looks to us for a lead in the things which 
are worth while, and in fine craftsmanship. 
I know what I am talking about because my 
father was an engineer. Education is for 
the whole of man, and not only for a part 
of him.” 


COURSE FOR FOREMEN 
Eastern Federation's Experiment 


A NEW VENTURE in the form of a residen- 
tial course for general foremen has been 
organised by the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers for the week-end 
March 11 to 13. 

The subject of the course is ‘““ Management 
for Building Supervisors.” The programme 
will include lectures by Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parish, FIOB, MIIA, chairman, stand- 
ing committee for the training of general 
foremen, dealing with “The Principles of 
Management” and “ The Responsibilities of 
the General Foreman in relation to all 
parties to the Building Contract.” The fol- 
lowing lectures will also be given: “ Per- 
sonnel Management and Welfare,” by Mr. 
S. T. Boullier, deputy personnel manager, 
John Laing and Son, Ltd.; “Site Organisa- 
tion,” by Mr. A. G. Buck, AMIIA, lecturer 
under standing committee for training of 
general foremen; and “ Site Administration,” 
by Mr. W. R. Toogood, lecturer under stand- 
ing committee for training of general fore- 
men. (A general discussion will follow the 
lectures.) 

The course is to be held at Belstead House, 
near Ipswich, a residential centre for further 
education. Application forms and further 
information may be obtained from: Direc- 
tor, Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


STEEL ERECTORS’ DISPUTE 
Wage Talks Fail 


Despite the Ministry of Labour’s inter- 
vention this week in the dispute over the 
wages of steel erectors, no progress has been 
made towards improving the situation, 
Representatives of the Constructional 
Engineering Union and the Engineering 
Employers” Federation met the Chief In- 
dustrial Commissioner of the Ministry on 
Monday, but their discussions failed to pro- 
duce a satisfactory solution to the problem. 

The union first called on strike its 
members employed on a number of build- 
ings in the City of London on October 26 in 
protest against the rejection of their claim 
for increases of 34d. an hour in London and 
24d. in the provinces. 

The strike has since spread to many parts 
of the country, including Scotland, and the 
employers, in retaliation, have introduced an 
overtime ban. 
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INSPECTION OF HOUSES 
Registration Council's Service 


Mr. G. LANGLEY-TAYLOR, chairman of the 
National House-Builders’ Registration Coun. 
cil, told a meeting in Birmingham on Febru. 
ary 7 that it was imperative that the buiiding 
industry, in intelligent appreciation cf its 
own highest interest, must fully support the 
inspection and certification service operated 
by the Registration Council whose specifica- 
tion of acceptable constructional standards 
was designed to protect both builder and pur. 
chaser, and to ensure that never again ‘ould 
jerry-building get.an opportunity to raise its 
hideous and despicable head over the homes 
of the people. 

He solemnly warned his audience (mostly 
builders) that if they failed, not only to build to 
the agreed standards but also to satisfy their 
purchasers by independent certification and 
guarantee, “sooner or later the Government 
—whether Conservative or Socialist—would 
be compelled to impose by regulation some- 
thing to take the place of this voluntary 
service.” It was the experience of everyone 
associated with the building industry—be he 
architect, surveyor, builder or building 
society—that something imposed through 
the rigid machinery of official inspection was 
not likely to advance that freedom which 
was essential if the building industry was to 
produce houses in the numbers required and 
keep its costs within economic limits. 

Mr. Langley-Taylor declared that there 
was no “high falutin” nonsense about the 
inspection by the Registration Couneil. The 
Council’s inspectors reported fearlessly on 
what they saw and certificates were issued 
only on definite reports that the agreed 
standards had been achieved. 


BBI ANNUAL MEETING 
Election of Officers 


THE anmtal general meeting of the 
Builders’ Benevolent Institution was held at 
47, Bedford-square, WC1, on February 3. 
Lieut.-Col. W. W. Dove, CBE, was elected 
as president for 1955 and Mr. H. J. Falkus 
was re-elected as hon. treasurer. 

Retiring members of the management com- 
mittee who were re-elected were Messrs. 
F. L. Baker, P. H. Bates, L. H. Colls, MA, 
A. H. P. Hudson, H. B. Kerr, OBE, R. F. 
Mansell, A. G. Miles, and Major F. A. 
Walks, OBE. 

The following new members were also 
elected to the committee:—Messrs. L. J. 
Holloway, R. F. G: Hurst, Lieut.-Col. K. J. 
Pearce, W. G. Lilly, and H. W. Banks. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


BRICKLAYING, SKILL AND Practice. By J. 
Ralph Dalzell and Gilbert. Townsend. (Lon- 
don: The Technical Press, Ltd.). Price 285. 

FUNDAMENTAL BUILDING MATHEMATICS, 
Part I. By C. Boot and D. Dakin. (Lon 
don: Longmans, Green & Co., Ltd.), Price 
8s. 6d. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 
1954. By Derek Walker-Smith, Lewis F. 








Sturge and Alistair Dawson. (London: 
Eyre & Spottiswoode (Publishers), Ltd) 
Price 40s. 

ELECTRICAL TRADES DIRECTORY, 
(London: Benn Bros., Ltd.). 
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RUTLAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


The Minister of Housing and Loca 
Government has approved, with modifica 
tions, the development plan for Rutland. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


; for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
0: materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


ASGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
8oroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ s.-d. 
Pi: Ballast per yd. Ea i 
8 Sand iat aa rf S 
Washed Sand . he | ie 
fin. Shingle... » 1 0 0 
jin. Broken Brick . 19 3 
Pan Breeze ; aa 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton + ¢@ 9 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site per ton 416 6 
| to 6 tons, site ais ~ 3 > G 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 
upwards to site per xe os 5 4 6 
Lto6ton~ do. site -.. sa 5.82 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots as pr 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to = 9d. = ton. 
White Portland Cement ae <a 12 17? 0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 4 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 69 0 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ~* Pe 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, oe at Railway Depot, 

London Mi a é23 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks aoe <ac wes aes . per 1,000 11 7 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... Ae aaa aus as 50 10 11 O 
Mild Stocks... a 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The. question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2} in. Nominal Fletton _— to sites in ~~ 

District Commons es me $13 @ 

Cellular do. ee saa a oe ua ‘aa $33. @ 

Keyed Co eee din oe ae a m $15 0 

Rustics ings ree eee arr ada das x 618 0 

Cellular Rustics ... ae cc aes és 618 0 

Single Bullnose do. Se0 ead a sae pe 613 0 

Sandfaced .. ‘+i 4 7.0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) ea vr 2419 6 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) re aaa ‘“ 25 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . Pee aie a 22 11 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) AN ee Bei 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) A = £6 
2+in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (Condon 

Stations) ee és <a 24 6 O 
3 in. do. (London Stations) — eo aos 3 
2iin. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 

(London Sites) ce 13 19 6 
2} in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London sar cadia 

Site: S) ” 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings | {London 

Sites) Pe 1411 0 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- -Colour Facings 

(London Sites) °° , 1411 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London Sites) . _ ess 9 17 5 6 

Hand-made Sandfaced’ Muiti Colour "Facings. 

Berkshire district (London Sites) ... oe vas ” iT. $6 





££. ¢ 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites) .... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ‘ a 13 6 O 
2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt ‘Multi Stock "Facings 
(London Sites) - 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory. B Brown— 
Stretchers... a 6400 
Headers Me 4 + 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats: wee yr 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... 2 <9 a ash we 85 0 0 
Double Headers ‘ti ae a iv a 7710 O 
One side and two ends - ok see a 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end = 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints am af 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 73% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow C tay PAartiTION BLockKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
: lorry loads. 
Bue. “ec. aaa ea 140 yds. a ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
2h in: ... wwe eee ~—«:140 yds. aie aes a 4 6 
Siti. < eS a 120 yds. me a ie Sa 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. ae aa aa 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
Bit « 532. as aes 100 yds. a aa ea : oe. 
Se ie 2c fs ee 85 yds. a - a 4 2 
cf Se oe BS. 75 yds. ie ae be 5 0 
em a Seg 55 yds. aa ee ee 6 2 
CRANHAM 
7) ere os eas aia ae det sen me 6 8 
2hin. ... we a ea aa aia aia aa e & 
= as ‘ain an ae a ata eda a 8 7 
ada aa ree aa me 10 7 
an in. Load bearing quality aS ‘sa a <8 ‘a 1l 8 


FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads per 1,000 7 ll 


me bee 0 
4 in. Ge xs nea zag aaa sas Gea ie 418 0 
5 in. Geer -<cs <a ou aes ‘ita saa eo rh ll O 
6 in. nae oo aaa aaa oe =~ is 46 16 0 
7 in. Ge sxe “i “ae ‘a = a ai 56 18 O 
8 in. Cb, ss a Sas waa aaa “ad a 66 14 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons oer 2 tons 

Best Quality +674% +9 78% +107 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +i net (5) +i He 
Tested Quality +374 He +0 +974 1% et 
BSS Tested’ do. F442 TEH? TALI 47k 2t107 4 
3 in. Land Drain sininae (in 12 in. nee :- «»- per 1,000 10 13 6 
4 in. do. eo as ee eco ve 14 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park “aa oa sae «. per ft. cube 7 10 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground sd 8 10 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea __,, 8 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aad ia re 8 0 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ye aa a 8 14 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, enema aes and 


stooled cills . perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do .. sa aa 260 
12 in, X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated. ... es 115 4 
12 in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated mene a 274 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. » 2°23 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top and face . 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 69 
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STONE—continued : £2: Ga, 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 3 5 
Do. do. fair one eget for end ~~ 
brickwork ¢ 1.5710 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top a and edge per ft. run 8 
14 in. xX 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on “ 
and front per ft. cube : 3 8 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 18.3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 7 10 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup 2 13 10 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French — Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district a eee ie 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district : 4710 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 13) 9 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 33 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. as J 
Machine-made Hip - Valley tiles do. 1 6 6 
Concrete tiles 104 x ‘ 714 6 
do. AS AE (49S) .. is 9" 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
24 x 12 113 0 4 
ee x G2 93 16 0 
ae. x 11 8415 0 
20 x 12 79 19 6 
20 x 10 7412 0 
18 x 10 ‘ 53 18 9 
18 x 9 47 5 6 
16 x 10 4470 
16x 8 34 10 6 
Norte. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality do. ie £95 to . 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £106 0 
Hardwood— 
~~ S.E. do. per ft.cube 1 5 O 
Honduras do. do. is a 52 
ose European do. do. eG 2 26 
do. Japanese do. ; do. ne 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. a 110 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. és 3-5 ® 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ei k 2:6 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. - each 1-42" 0 
2 ft. 3in. x 6 ft. 6 in. es 113 0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 35 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sia Eee Sas a 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
.6in. xX 6 ft. 6 in. sts oss os i 2290 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa see me se 2 2.6 
2 in. ~~ top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. xX 6 ft. 6 in ae as oe es 2 4S 
2 ft.9 in. ¥ o ft. ‘a. i ists ae me 2: 48 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds.tolton) ... os iperyd. 5 8 
i in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ... me ve 7 4 
2 in. do. (S2 yds.tolton) ... se ae 8 114 
2} in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... on ae 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ll 54 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
= 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4, oer “ns > an a aes a6 Es 2's *® 
in. 33 2a 
¥ in. Aibeins Flat Building Sheets . | per yd. sup ae 
oe Felt, pic ee me ses ae 9s . : : 
ms Scotch on. in slabs - perricwt. $5 0 O 
do. pearl oe om >. 5) 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. 26" ® 
~— Nails 3 in. ‘(i-ton lots) 5e6 ee per ton 58 5 0O 
4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . ase ae me 54 15 0 
wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) a +. =per cwt. 2-461 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ana * 2.12 9 
METALS Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. xX S5in., 8 in. x 5 in., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. X 6 in. 
12 in. Xx 6 in. a cut to viene delivered London 
area soe ove see +. per ton 38 11 6 
Extra for sizes . ; 
3in. X 14in., 4in. x 1fin. ... es we = 310 0 
3 in. X 3 in. ae eS eee oo ae # 210 0 
4io. xX 3in., 10in. x 44in. ... es ese ‘5 110 0 
5in. x 24in., Sin. X 3 in. aie pe a. ei 215° 0 
#3 in. x 14 in. ie ne =e y sis, Pe 3 75.6 





Sin. x 44 in. Tin. X 34 in. 13 in. x Sin. ... per ton 
6in. X 3 in. 24 in. xX 74+in. tee aaa a 
6in. X 44 in. Jin. X 4in. 8in. x 4in 2 
9in. X 4in. 10 in. x 5 in. ae ee 

12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. X 7 in. ate +a5 

9in. x -7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12in. < 8 in. 

14in. x S54 in. 14 in. X 6in. 14 in. X 8 in. 

15in. x Sin. 15in. X 6in. 16 in. X 6in. a 

16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6in. 18 in. x 7in. 

18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in 20in. xX 74in. 

Steel angles average price te eee saa ee % 

Steel tees average price... ~ sae ‘i a 

Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted Rie css on jak i 
Compound girders ite “is we Sey ee ir 
Stanchions se ak _ a aoe ats ‘ 
Compound stanchions oN aes ods “i 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... Fo ree “a 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Stee! Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock § in. diam., and —— ‘ 
4 in. diam. a ne ‘ ‘per ton extra 
fs in. do. nee ue ya ses aa nM 
$ in. do. oe We ae Pu Re bl 
4 in. do. Ae pss aes oe oe ya 


MILD STEEL TUBES 


List prices and following discounts 


es. d. 
15 0 
Zz 0 0 
mS 0 
100 
10 0 
40 50 
41.5 0 
54 0 0 
59 0 0 
64 7 6 
67 15 0 
80 0 0 
40 6 0 
470 
a 7.10 
2 39 6 
?-i2 *@ 





Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ClasA — 4% 
Class B + 8i% Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 
ClassC + 25% Heavy + 314% 
Black— 
Class A — 214% 
Class B — 11% Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
Class C + 14% Heavy + 194% 
C.I.. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths “ 
op 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. ae 3/34 2/11 /10 
34 in. Be 3/7 3/2 /10 
4 in. we 4/TE 3/7 1/3 
44 in. . S71 4/- 1/6 
5 in. xe 5/8 4/4 1/9 
“C. I. O. G: GUTTERS 
3 in. 4/3 3/10 1/- 
34 in. 4/9 3/10 1/3 
4 in. 5/3 4/- 1/6 
4} in. 5/8 4/7 1/9 
5 in. 6/24 5/3 2/- 
Cl. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. ~ one 7/04 3/7 $/2 
24 in. 7/04 4/- 6/11 
3 in. T/T 5/- 7/6 
34 in. 9/- S/l 9/- 
4 in. 10/5 7/2 10/8 
L. Cc. “ae Soi. Pipes 
2 in, rer ius : ‘ 8/- 6/2 7/6 
24 in. 8/5 6/10 9/4 
3 in. a 7/6 11/1 
34 in. 9/4 12/11 
4in 13/04 10/5 15/3 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist Februa 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends 
4 in. aes oe wk SOF 24/10 17/3 
6 in. es See ae Qt 36/10 36/- 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths “ yd. - 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes ... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches oe 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse a 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 2/it 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. do. i 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. ee —_ yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends... as ‘5 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles is me ss 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles ae is ne 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... noe a 1/5 1/8 2/1 
AssBestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 
Gutters 6-ft. neces -per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 
Dropends ... 3. each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stopends... ee ee /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles — wi . sa 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles ee ee ae | 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips ... eee ae Ce 1/1 1/2 1/4 





» 1955, NET 
4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2 "per cent. 


Branches 
30/6 
62/- 
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Zs. d 
‘ton 15 0 METALS—continued 
“ : : ° Per ton b PA 
” 0 2 asis INT 
: Iron—Staffordshire Crown M in London AND DISTEMPER 
00 Mild Steel Bars erchant Quality € s. d. | Delivered London are 
Mild Steel Hoops vee 41 17 6 | Ceiling Distemper es 
: 37 14 9 | Washable Distem 444 
10 0 3 0 | See rae -a percwt. 1 7 6 
Ex Merchant’ nowcem cement ” § 5 0 
Soft Sheets CR. Sick oar coh n paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . = gal. 210 0 
and C.A.— Two- percwt. 311 0 
x ndee rs: 0 20 gauge ... wo-ton lots Leap P 
«ies @ 24 gauge... nasi ew one £ s. d, | Ground White Lead, 1 c D PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
54 0 ane gauge e ae eee eee oe a ax «ne = a 7 oe White Lead pe 1 ~ oat 3 I per cwt 8 18 0O 
pee anise aes eee yenuine R ots in 1 oe 
» 39 0 . pena orrugated she ae, aa as 3116 0 | Genuine Bot Lend, Tee. i cwt. keg 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 2 0 
SriGgen? 6 24 gauge ... Size XD quality, 28 Ib. utty, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 
ai - GES. 0 om. gauge . 55 19 6 | Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) D a 29.0 
ie Fe poi Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— is 6 | Boiled Linseed OF © gak) = on vc) per gal 12 0 
auge ... = | creel Ee . 
24 gauge eee | — ” 12 6 
, 0 60 ata |. 57 9 6 | Turpentine substi SUNDRIES. 
oes ae a ' bs 
ra ‘ ju 0 OEE ne ne =e < 8 6. | an. u eee ea) drums extra ve 
2 9 4 Delivered  haeie an ZINC, ETC. peo cama toga (5 gal. ga! Exterior Es ea a : st 
 % ccsewmdontt Pe 92. 9 a 7 Paste Powder (1 bs packets)” v4; ee 6 6 
Tew in. 2i : t ” 
i diiatn yg rag cocks Crutch Zin. lin. I}in. 1}in. 2 in. ite Lining Paper ... per Ib. 1 ¢ 
Fittings Toilet bib cocks fc 77/- 114/6 oe 1 0 
gs for i iro1 / 
per nga stop cocks . iron + 99)- 142/- VARNISHES, etc 
~ ‘ O. wit j-  95/ , j ; 
% + 40% Soule mat Golier abt for lead —89/- sale, dete teas See ae Pe gang ok a 
Heavy Croydon b er ate 16/6 23/3 42/ 419/— 554/6 1234/3 aun Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Plumbers’ all valves 68/3 155/3 - 43/- 59/6 83/8 ak Pale Copal do. : aut ... per gal 
tt — 35% aa union brass a to /3. 237/7 433/6 614/- ‘ coed cy! ae Oak for Inside a — ve we : 3 : 
ss ry ore 17/4 21/- ; rysta Paper Varnish do. eee pre an a Po 
Caps and screws if in. 14 in. Zin ; Pkg Py ig 145/3 + arameay Sadr gh eel A et 2 : : 
rass sleeves... 0s we nil a6 4 52/9 82/6 1b5/6 i Front > ei, ARE een Sas oe 214 0 
Stop Lead P. trap with "12 x 6 1b. 14 27/6 D6 | S6/- 27/6 | Japan Gold Size em nie de ale 210 0 
rf Ends screws ye eee eng x 6 lb. 2 x 71b.3 x 7 Ib. — Japan ... ee a bs ses tee ie 3 B. 6 
runswick B “38 oo eee ” 2 
NNO Solder’ trap do. ss 79/6 127/- 217/3 Berlin Black se ne? ek. ~ ae ieee 114 0 
1/3 Plumbers’ J; 95/-- 1563 «-281/-_ | Knoting ee nee ane ee : ag 
; 1/6 Tinmen’s ... . ei ae ' s. d. Preach (1 gal. bottles free)... a as i om 1 : ; 
1/9 P a eS per Ib. 3 5 oa lS a6 
opper tubes BSS 659 ” 2 Ba — ote “a 1 18 
10 . /1944 on th 0 
“ y. and manufacturing extras as saga of 393d. per Ib. plus at, GLASS 
6 , Extra mum quantities, 3 cwt. Delivered London are 
1/9 in. x 19 gauge d. a. 
3 9 fn : 12 P . 

2 i! in. ° . a 1of Total per lb. at Me om Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Si ais gy 
be) hance ipin. x 18 34 5 a er re $3 
7 5/2 Me m. < i at ” 49 Py oz. ” ” ie Ps ” 74 
: < in. X 17 i 484 in. Rolled P ” ” a 10 

6/11 Rolled € 10} ” ” t late ” ‘“ 

. 7 ‘opper ‘sheets 485 fs in. and fin. R ’ ee 
Lt ay. plus gauge and seid 48 in. wide, basic price 50 | #in. Figured ioe Cast 9 
> Sheet Zinc 10 uring extras . ... £ s..d. = Cathedral, ‘Standard 1 0 
10/8 do. 12 ps (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwat ‘ perton 407 5 0 — sven sits ar patterns : 
2 B bon 14 zauge Gt sWa} > cia alas 8 6 9| . do. Special Tints eee ee eae 4 
10. bp rass tubes basic — - auge a do. es 8 4 9 | tin. Pinstripe, Hamm ose as ba on 1 4 
6 Wi ing extras ‘ . ial and manufactur- . 2 8 }in. Wired Conan Reeded, Reedlyte and 23 
4 LEAD “ per Ib. ired Cast ye oc cr, 
oe oe 27 | Li Sea ea Ga SS 7 
omg ewt. lots or Home = minimum one-ton delivery to one address in Lond ore Glass a 5 wie ; = 
ary, 1955, NET ondon x 53 x 3 
2 per cent. Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. sub P32 bs ate the 34 in. 29 
Lead Water Pipe in ubstance and upwards £64. 7k x 7} x 3 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. coils perton 142 5 0 — Come Block vee 4 3 
po Soil Pipe 10 Ror over Sin. t64in. dia, “5 'O 0 sto match up with— 2 
3 30/6 Lead Gas or Untinned Gee — | Bea P B 3 $3 
as 62/-- xtras over Basis for quant Pl ipe ai ” 00 B. 32 
| / ; a. ‘inl quer } on ities under 1 ton. ” 145 0 0 t in. Polished Plate Glas G. G. “ ¢ ; 
cw d ot ; I s, vali = 
dene. > : wt. "ee eh se ; per cwt. ae n plates not exceeding 2 ft. - ity Per ft. super 
Smaller quant ese see = 4 0 om 5 ft. su : 37 
; ities than 1 cwt. eee % Pp. 
n. 4 in. Supplying sheet lead and lead priced specially. ™ 6 0 pr Cogs 45 ft. sup. 4 5 
10 6/5 weights and cutting to si ad pipe to less than basis tin. Polish i Plate, preiabolplie 35 34 
2 4/3 extra accordi izes less than basis ch olished Plate, extra siz $ 6 
4 ing to current t arged sup. or 160i es, i.e. plates exceedi 
> 7/6 Allowance for Old Lead, coll rade schedule. in in. one way or 96 in. both wa “4 ing 100 ft. 
3 ue ton weighed at buyer's — oe ae ee ee oie 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way 07133 in 
10 5. PLASTER, etc. Leen exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 8 4 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and Plat exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto se 11 3 
n. 6in Pm. it = do. over Delivered on Site per ton 166 ome 200 ft. sup., prices on appli ti 16 0 
n. apite oO nces ot ication. 
5 5 yi : do. ae ~ bo Tha hae ; " 3 Quantity ao cago Plate at Special Prices. 
” r 
ee Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... . o.f fee he following prices apply to minimun 
i 4 ydrated Lime do sis ee pattern delivered by th imum quantities of on 
10 a _ Lime da. eee ath ae * : 9 6 y the manufacturer to one site at ron ae and one 
1 2/5 hs Keen’s or Parian Cement i . = 5 12 6 Description of Glass Minin 
ink Keen’s or Parian Ce in -ton loads . 2 0 18 oz. sh um Per ft. super 
S Granite C n Cement in 1-ton | ” 10 4.0 | 2#éoz. eet 0.Q. quantit 
in “s a ite Chips in 6-ton loads oads ie 918 6 r+ Ge, 3: 3 000” S. £ 
o in, eee eee oz. baad ’ 
3/7 5/- Gypsum Plast ” 6° UB oe 2,000 6 
i/- 43 1500 yd os oe oe i in. thick eg Oe ‘in. Rolled Plate 2'000 if 
ie 2 VOR x ivered site .. er 4 in. F 7 10} 
yd. 2 igured Roll 1,000 
it 43 Gypeumn ey Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 t * 2 34 4 in pee White ei and Cathedral Standard 4 
ck, 600 ’ ° instripe, rae 
1/4 2/- deve Walivered cite yds. and over in one p and Spotlve., Hammerstripe, " Reeded, Luminating 1,000 7k 
se : eee po + 6. an in R 
. 2 6, fin Wired Cast, olled Plate 0 or Rough Cast hoe 104 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast ; 2,000 11g 
2,000 1 of 
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CURRENT: RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 



















































































































































































PP ical ae KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Pinot —, 
MMAR ions scahanvisecnnensecen : i PMID. cvassxsptcasne iene 
Aberdare ....... mas * Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. ih 
yea ome eC Craftsmen ... ed ts 3/94 3/9 3/84 3/8 Sittingbourne .... »A2 
Accringtba ”.... sii Labourers ... «ss 3/4 3/38 3/33/28 Skipton \ S iieoeoceaee 
Addlestone .. eek Sleaford U.D. A2 
Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. ues 
se District... ert: RONAN. isesiprntevesiessiceings A FRB o00000cceccscccscenes Al DAE. osissteveiatuabsevsirunes A2 a ick CE A 
a ae Burnham-on-Crouch _ ...... Filey U.D. .... Ck Ban ccs cscs ert —— TA 
Alnwick Pareververs as ESS OR A Fleetwood .... wA Lyneham (Devon).. ..A2 moe mC he lags ¢ A2 
“ize oe 4 sn pabessecamem C.B. oi ee cool omerset, County 0 A2 
Altrincham . even iti % an Folisesicoe Ha es oa Southampton ........ uA 
Amb! eT cond St. Edmunds "Al Bene a se arora - — Dist. ..,.0cA 
Ammanford .. ow — apgteeteenhe — Frome ..... sees Maltby .......... Nee South’ st Shields CB. Ltichebeos ae 
Andover ...... .A2 Benge. o7tsrees Gainsborough U.D. Maldon (Essex) .. Al Spalding U.D. .... AD 
Ardingly .... seen Calder Valley . me Gateshead oak Malvern U.D. Al Stafford M.B. ... a 
Arandel Leesiebesodner sooner’ a2 Cambridge ess ver Gillingham (Kent) ee niall sees a soe a a A 
ccccacvccccccccccces k ee OSSO cececcccces Stamfo! 
pe lene UD.. oA. serene A2 Chedetates Mansfield M.B. .... uA Stantonwick echsesae rete 
Ashby Woulds U.D..........A Cardiff . Ata Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ih March .....0000000+5 -A2 a aa 
Ashford (Kent) ........ A2 Cardiganshire,County of tA2 APORIMENINT 55s se00.<.-usseesee ye wong sseeeserseeserereatees A2 Stockport .o...sssceees séatscelle 
ford (Middlesex) A EOS alte Re TRESS A Goole M.B.... — arket Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ..... oxeci 
Ashington .. A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Gosport ........ A Maryport _ ....ssscersscersseees A Stockton-on-Tees .........0++ A 
Aiowontssiyie A | Geauga | Geavemed A | Metesham wcrc AR | Stoke Orchard: Cosa cAt 
: LYNG ccseeee-A | Garnforth ......ccccoccoccesseeee A | Gravesend. ........ A | Melksham ..............-se000 oke “oe os 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 aes Eas 2 Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable............ A2 Sroarteliee M.B. esta 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham .........0066 ak Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Mclton Mowbray U.D.....Al Stourport U.D. coach 
A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith 52" Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........csscccccerereeeee A Stowmarket .............s0008 Al 
Charmy Down _........ ie Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough oe Stratford-on-Avon M.B....... A 
Chatham & District ...... Al Guilsborough Al Middleton ....... oo Sunderland District ......... A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ......... A Guiseley ........ ok Middlewich ....... ose Sunningdale .................. Al 
Chelmsford .........++ oneal Halesowen M.B. . A Milford Haven ... - Sutton Coldfield M.B. ...... A 
Cheltenham ... ees Halifax care Morecambe ..... see PE: * ~ dtistaiemadagiionade 
Chepstow .. mS) Siahenad Bakes oseravoee “AD Morley feeseeeaeanageneneeererees Swanage .. ale 
Chertsey .... ee iecsshhld, |. “Al M aoe Swansea sok 
RIIMRUDE > osceporeninoes Be ative... he RMRUGWIGIE cisececesessveccesn cere Swindon . A 
Chesterfield =e. aeaee creas Harpenden Ke Oe ee Swinton U.D. ... A 
ester : ee vias fe a Newark-on-Trent R.D....... 
eo nye ee Chester-le-Street U.D. ....... A Htieeot —_ PMOWINIEY™ Soc cncesess> se ¥ ——— hanes ssa 
exc. Thrussington A2)... Chichester .............- eer A2 Gawwich’ ...... Bere Newcastle-on-Tyne A Tewkesbury .... Mans) 
ed dRDiex. Wilioush. A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. -A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven re 
— OS, a ma ham Within and Harden- Hastings ..... "A2 New Forest District......... Al that ©... .cc sass. “"A2 
PR - s er —— seecsenesscessseeeres A2 Hatfield (Herts wey Newmarket — .......seseeeeeeee Al TORTS TIAY _asccivaesesesseses - 
Bath Cl eacped ae Haywards Heath .A2 Newport, Mon. .... £ Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
steeeeeeees sees acton ..... Al Hemel Hempstead . Newport Pagnell .. --A2 
Batley Cl me P' A » North of, to Billericay A 
oo tees leethorpes . a Henley-on-Thames Newton Abbot ..... Al 
Baxterle Al y: 2 : >. i Re ae A 
in Snsheld & District Clevedon Al ee aa A2 Northallerton Dist.. vA Todmorden ys 
orate A Cleveleys . A Herefordshire, Cnty. of.. rd Northampton C.B. vA Tonbridge .. Al 
Clitheroe . aA Meee TIAG oo ac.csckcececusrs North Shields ....... Eo Torquay Al 
Bear!...... Coalville U.D wail Ei re t Norton Radstock . al Wotee ..... al 
Sourpeck Cobham (Surrey) oe Hexham U.D. peer DMONWICES. csaspcscccosses aves Trowbridge ; 
Beccles ir ae rowbridge .A2 
Bedale R Colchester . A Heysham ........ Scalk Nottingham C.B. . eA Tunbridge Wel Al 
aoe a Colne ....... om High Wycombe . at Nuneaton M.B........ aweunedi A Tynemouth C.B A 
va Colwyn Bay .. Al Highworth . A2 Oakham U.D A2 A He 3 
Bedlington ‘A | Congleton. se | BRR UI eceees | GME, cecsvovsenongecccceesincls | (EMRER SRM ~—--nor Zi 
Se eee Consett... A Hitchin ........... Sk Ongar ..... et Uttoxeter U.D.  ....-+..+;-.A2 
Belper anneal moat d sae = Hoddesdon ... on Ormskirk ..........0.065 ey WAM ell? scsecessvidiceeeuces A 
“wo a eaten ake ) mene CE. Y OF .s200 A Horley ....... <osete Ossett and Horbury a Walisend B. ... ae 
aa anwind art pene i. esebeane vas Horsham 2 ROMIOES icvssccecancacsse er Walsall C.B. A 
Berrington ......... ey Cranleigh See ao Horwich ........ ae Oxted .... a MEME, casccantvccvacesssnsesy’ A 
Berwick District. oe Crawley San). ad Huddersfield A Paignton...... Al Walton-on-Naze <ocaee 
Beverle ry eee A P b h WEN c-uksechidcdddueseteuasees A 
Bexhill-on-Sea aia’ “A? —— pes sbynnabpesns “se - Hunstanton ......... A2 Srey ORS ena. oF Warminster .A2 
Biggleswade "A2 poten seeeecceees one Huntingdon (Staffs)... A Pick ”? oo a 3 Warrington |... we 
iggle ons -A2 rowborough .. .-A2 ickering ... ole Warwick M.B i 
Biericay sana A uma 9 ashe A2 some he eect mc oreo wl A Wellington U.D. .. are 
Billingham U.D................A Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Ipswich ........ A Pontypridd D: A Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Bilsthorpe — .......seceoeeserenee A Darlington District octal Isle of Sheppey . A2 Portishead ............ ae oe wa A 
Birchington ..A2 ee eS Re cc Isle of Thanet... ey Portland Stoneyards A We ig ar: “we a A 
Birkenhead ...... ae ROAD cescostnncesees ssh Isle of Wight .... ee Portsmouth ............ <i Won romwich C.B..........A 
Sennen CE... TA Desbien Zoee = sone iaowihED: .. “ Fost Talbot .. A her seeeee — 
ishop Auckland.... ~ roy CB. ...... coe : TESTON 2.000000 A coer Cs 
Bishop’s Stortford. A eae ees: Keighley A Pudsey .......... ay Westerham —...-.sssesersees Al 
Bispham ......-.+-+-. A a County of .. -$A2 — ‘AU - Pulborough! ....0..65+--200r8 A2 pe pa aa teense Al 
eo Ee 4 Didcot RMT en —— —— M.B. A —— County of — Weymouth ay 
te Se "Sa eee ya? RPBERAT  ..0cncessss0e A DIMBZALS oc .csvseccccaseseces WHROY WD... .cccccesasces Al 
near ong _ - an dleee CB “' Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleign ..... ery Whitstable a District ...A2 
Blidworth .......... A Rkaiig ol ek a ae Al ae ra waned 
eee eX Dorset, County of (except- ingskerswe A ae idnes 
Bognor Regis iA? ing Poole, Swanage and . — _ Geman wad Sensis — : 
Bo eee Ce ee Eee ae igton .. 
Bolsover U-D.. A] potimborne AD vA | Knaresborough U.D....00.-.A | Ripon ...... Willington 
Bolton ei Fy Dovercourt... wad x WEN To sccsisscieesoess Al ——,.~ ee conn 
Bourne End ... Al riffie! wD. sr " EME oo. ccccchccceses ae nor its. County Of.. 
Bournemouth ee x Droitwich M.B. .........0.+++- A Leamington M.B. ............A oro al Winchester .......... 
DNRMEIIEN, « ccotsecs nasceonse-aon A2 Detey BB. am Leatherhead ....... oe a i nas waeeet nee ee: “ 
eS eae ae unstable A RPOOE:, ciodicn esse cel Saffron Walden .. INGSOT ANE EtON ...........- 
Bradford-on-Avon ..A2 Durham City sci Leicester C.B. ....... me St. Albans ....... ee steeceeeeeeeeee ae 
SE eT Leighton Buzzard... .Al St. Helens .... MNAM -....00reoreerereererces 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 ve aS Ct aon A Letchworth . ol St. Neots ........ Woking (District) ......... Al 
Brent Knoll .........+.:.e00+ a2 | ee oe ae | ees -A2 | Salisbury City .. ie bce mele Sea 
Brentwood A | Eastwood (Notts.) U.D....A | Tisha’ oN 2) Be _ Woodbridge -sssccvsccccccocA2 
Brierfield =... sca | Ebbw Vale & District.........4 | Littlehampton ” =|. Worcester C.B. .... A 
oon —— Beesbeidgs He aa... —s actor Workington. ..... NA 
Brighton .. RT Te = Rare cis sre Llandudno .... Al Scunthorpe . Worksop M.B. .. oA 
Bristol ........ er Epoing . > Llanelly CA Selby .......+.. Worthing .......--2+0++ A2 
Broadstairs ........... Re of ere. Sin beerenenwen ene rcettet London........ OS Sevenoaks ... Wrexham (incl. Cefnn)......... A 
—. U.D. ok ecameneeny Eta Eston: «....:-.00050 me. Sheerness — seeeeeeeeees — 
RE inch oh vac vuxoce sp opase> A 4 almout ae Loughborough M.B.. scale 2 SR RRR IIE SIS, ER OS aaa a ea ee a 
+a (Cheshire) ...... A | Fareham ...... Louth MLB. .......-.-+ A2 Shipley .......... re Wymondham — ...........00+. A2 
BUCKIOY —sncncccersescocoscvccess A |. Faversham eee A Shoeburyness .............+0+5+ A WE cchimndivacretecatnsceeic A 














For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s, 11d.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile r: 

Labourers, 3s. 5d. tPlus 2d. per working day. }¢ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. ¢ AP SN EPS 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day i 

Women’s RAtes.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 1ld. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 276, 
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February 11 1955 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


BUILDING ESTIMATORS’ PRESIDENT 


Mr. L. A. Taylor has been re-elected presi- 
dent of the Institute of Building Estimators. 
Mr. J. C. P. Cocksedge, has taken up the 
position of senior vice-president, and Mr. 
W. G. Jones has been elected to fill the office 
of junior vice-president. Mr. Jones has 
also. been re-elected chairman of the 
Fxaminations Committee, which now con- 
sists Of Messrs. J. C. P. Cocksedge, H. A. 
Lambert and L. A. Taylor. The Institute 
will hold its first examinations next May. 


BUILDING CONSULTANT 


Mr. R. Trotter, AIBE, incorporated build- 
ing estimator, has commenced practice on his 
own account as building consultant and sur- 
veyor at 79, Albany-road, Coventry, and 
would welcome technical and other informa- 
tion. 


OPERATIVES ON HOSPITALS WORK 


The Builders’ Committee of the Ancillary 
Siaffs Council of the Whitley Councils for 
the Health Services has agreed that the rates 
of pay of building craftsmen and labourers 
employed in hospitals shall be increased 
by 4d. per hour as from February 7, 
1955. Details are given in ASC (Builders) 
Circular 8. 


DESIGN COSTS 


Coventry Housing Committee has recom- 
mended that application be made for loan 
sanction amounting to £65,000 in respect of 
the cost of architects’ services on new capital 
schemes. 


LEEDS HOUSING SCHEME 


Leeds Corporation Housing Committee 
have approved a five-year scheme for re- 
housing 3,910 people in the York-road area 
of the City, covering 51 acres. About 28 
per cent. of the 1,203 dwellings will be in 
eight-storey blocks of flats. 


FACTORY EXTENSION 


Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., have announced 
that their Luton factory, at present of 34m. 
sq. ft., will be enlarged by the erection of a 
single two-storey building of 1,432,000 sq. 
ft., adjoining the present factory. The archi- 
tects are Howard, Souster and Fairbairn. 


CENSUS OF PRODUCTION 1951 


The following reports have been pub- 
lished by the Stationery Office for the Board 
of Trade: Glass (other than containers), 
(volume 1, trade I), price 2s.; Steel Sheets 
(volume 3, trade D), price 1s. 6d.; Tinplate 
(volume 3, trade E), price 1s. 6d.; Paint and 
Varnish (volume 2, trade I), price 2s. 


COMMUNAL TV AERIAL 


It has been decided by Liverpool Corpora- 
tion Housing Committee to provide a com- 
munal television aerial service for a ten- 
storey block of flats now being erected. The 
cost of the scheme is estimated at £640, and 
some 80 dwellings will be serviced. 


BONUS ON COMPLETION 


_A bonus of £250 is to be paid by Hull 
Corporation telephone committee to the 
builders of Beverley (Yorks) automatic 
telephone exchange if they complete the 
work within five months. They have accep- 
ted a tender of £40,165 for the job: 


THE BUILDER 


EMPLOYMENT IN BUILDING 


At the end of December, 1954, the number 
employed in the building and contracting in- 
dustries was 1,438,000, an increase of 19,000 
compared with the previous year, according 
to figures issued by the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. In December last the 
number employed in these industries de- 
clined by 11,000. 


SCARCITY OF COTSWOLD TILES 


At a recent meeting of the Gloucestershire 
County Council it was decided to invite the 
views of the Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England, the Wessex Society and the 
Gloucestershire Community Council on the 
problem of the scarcity of Cotswold stone 
tiles. The council was told that there is now 
no firm regularly producing Cotswold stone 
tiles in Gloucestershire and tiles were 
virtually unobtainable. The County Council 
felt that the matter was one requiring investi- 
gation and the help and support of other 
authorities. 


IDEAS FOR THE. HOME 


The Council of Industrial Design will 
again be furnishing a show fiat at the 
Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition at 
Olympia, which this year will be held from 
March 1 to 26. The flat will be on the 
first floor of a multi-sterey block erected 
in the “Unity” system of construction, 
sponsored by Unity Structures, Ltd., of a 
type intended mainly for erection on local 
government housing schemes. It is there- 
fore designed primarily for middle and 
lower income groups, and the designers— 
Robert and Margery Wetmore—have chosen 
furniture and furnishings which are both 
well designed and good value for money. 


REPAIRS BILL APPROVED 


A £10,000 bill for repairs to Harborough 
Hall, near Kidderminster, was approved by 
Birmingham City Council on February 1 
after protests that it had bought a series of 
white elephants. The hall was bought by 
the Corporation five years ago as_a con- 
valescent centre. It cost £19,000 and 
another £7,000 to convert and equip. Ald. 
Barrow said that it had been discovered 
that the front wall was rotten and had been 
standing up for years only by the 
“miraculous intervention of Providence.” 
Coun. H. F. Cross said the hall was just 
the latest of a series: of white elephants 
which the Corporation had bought. He 
asked the chairman to reconsider his 
request for £10,000 for repairs. . 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Import Quota for Copper Wire Rods 
from North America 


THe BOARD OF TRADE announce that a 
quota of 7,500 tons per annum has been 
established for the import of black hot 
rolled copper wire rods from Canada and 
the USA during the year beginning April 1 
next. The quota will be allocated in two 
half-yearly instalments. 

Agents of North American producers of 
rods, and wire drawers in the UK are invited 
to apply for licences to import during the 
first period and applications should be sub- 
mitted on form ILB/A to the Import Licen- 
sing Branch of the Board of Trade, 43, 
Marsham-street, London, SW1, not later than 
March 1. 

Further details are given in Notice to 
Importers No. 711, dated February 9, 
issued by the BoT. 
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TRADE NEWS 


THE LATE MR. R. E. HOLBROOK 


We regret to announce the: passing of Mr. 
R. E. Holbrook, who was chairman of 
Messrs. Holbrook (Builders), Ltd., till his 
retirement two years ago. Mr. Holbrook 
died at sea whilst travelling to South Africa. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
have announced that the new address of 
their London branch sales office is 10-14, 
White Lion-street, N1 (Tel.: Terminus 8696 
and 0372). 


EXCLUSIVE COMPRESSOR LICENCE 


An exclusive licence covering the manu- 
facture and sale of Pescara-Muntz free- 
piston air compressors has been acquired 
from Alan Muntz and Co., Ltd., of Heston, 
Middlesex, by Mackay Industrial Equipment, 
Ltd., of Faggs-road, Feltham. 








A Coles crane model L2310, fitted with fly 
jib and twin haisting barrels, assisting in 
the erection of a steel frame building for 
the North Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
Sunderland. This crane is owned by 
Wright, Anderson and Co., Ltd. 


POWER TOOLS FILM 


The premiére of a new film entitled 
“Power Tools: for the Building Industry ” 
is to take place at 1.45 p.m. to-day (February 
11) at Caxton Hall, London. The film, 
issued by Wolf Electric Tools, Ltd., 
Hanger-lane, WS, illustrates the uses of port- 
able electric tools in standard building opera- 
tions, and also deals briefly with the question 
of power on the site and routine main- 
tenance. 


NEW OFFICES 


Branch sales offices have been opened by 
Aluminium Union, Ltd., at Gazette Build- 
ings, Corporation-street, Birmingham (Tel. : 
Central 1446), in charge of Mr. W. J. Cadd; 
and also at National House, 36, St. Ann- 
street, Manchester (Tel.: Blackfriars 9772/3), 
in charge of Mr.-.A. W. K. Lees. 


CONCRETING AND DECORATING 


A new colour film, entitled “ Concreting 
and Decorating,” has been produced by 
Joseph Freeman and Co., Ltd., Wandsworth, 
SWI18, to supersede the earlier Cementone 
film, “ Helpful Hints.” The new film deals 
with concrete floors, cement renderings, 
decorating and maintenance, and the many 
specialised problems met within the building 
industry today. 
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PROPOSED NEW LONDON 
TUBE 


Works at Stations 


A BRITISH Transport Commission Private 
Bill introduced into Parliament this 
session includes enabling powers for the 
construction of the first stage of a new 
London tube railway, Route “C.” These 
powers are being sought to enable London 
Transport to complete their working plans 
and so be in a position to proceed with the 
construction of the new railway if and when 
a decision to carry out the scheme is reached, 


The proposed tube, which if built will be 
central London’s first new tube for nearly 
half a century, is one of those recommended 
by the London Plan Working Party set up 
by the British Transport Commission in 1948 
to study the capital’s rail transport prob- 
lems. The.length of this section of Route 
“C” would be just over: 11 miles, with 
stations at Victoria, Green Park, Oxford 
Circus, Warren Street; Euston, King’s Cross, 
Highbury, Finsbury Park, Seven Sisters, 
Tottenham Hale, Black Horse Road, 
Walthamstow High Street and Walthamstow 
Wood Street. Except for a short section at 
the Walthamstow end, it would be entirely 
in tunnel, at depths mainly between 45 and 
60 feet. The intention is to provide 12-ft. 
diameter tunnels to take standard tube type 
rolling stock. 


STATION WORKS 


The new line would be fitted into the 
existing network in such a way as to give 
the maximum possibilities for interchange, in 
some cases by simple cross-platform inter- 
change. Works at stations would include:— 


Victoria.—New deep-level platform and sub-surface 
ticket-hall in the Southern Region forecourt; escalator 
interchange with District and Circle line platforms. 
The station will be designed to permit of the extension 
of the line to Fulham Broadway later. 

Green Park.—Enlargement of ticket-hall and pro- 
vision of new escalators. Subway interchange with 
Piccadilly Line. 

Oxford Circus.—Reconstruction of station on Picca- 
dilly Circus lines. Cross-platform interchange with 
Bakerloo line and subway interchange with the Cen«ral 
Line. Separate escalators would be provided for 
entrance and exit, so that no conflicting passenger 
flows would result. 

Warren Street.—Escalators to street and interchange 
with Northern Line (West End_ branch). 

Euston.—Reconstruction of Underground station. 
Installation of escalators. Cross-platform interchange 
with Northern Line (City branch), escalator inter- 
change with Northern Line (Wes: End branch) and 
main line terminus. 

King’s Cross.—Enlargement of ticket-hall. Subway 
interchange with Northern and Piccadilly Lines. 
Escalator interchange with Metropolitan Line and with 
main line termini of St. Pancras and King’s Cross, 
and wi‘h street. 

Highbury.—Reconstruction of station with new sur- 
face ticket-hall. Installation of escalators. Cross- 
platform interchange with Northern-City line 

Finsbury Park.—Cross-platform interchange with 
Piccadilly Line. Interchange with Eastern Region 
(Suburban service). Northern City trains to be trans- 
ferred to new island platform in surface station. 

Seven Sisters —New sub-surface ticket-hal] beneath 
To‘tenham High Road. Escalator connection with 
street and with Eastern Region (Enfield Town line). 

Tottenham Hale.—New station with surface ticket- 
hall adjoining Eastern Region station with escalator 
connection. 

Black Horse Road.—New station with surface 
ticket-hall at the junction of Black Horse Road and 
Forest Road. 

Walthamstow High Street.—New station with sur- 
face ticket-hall at the junction of High Street and Hoe 
Street. 

Walthamstow Wood Street.—The Eastern Region 
surface station to be enlarged. Tube trains would 
occupy the two centse tracks between island plat- 
forms. Eastern Region (Chingford Line) would be 
re-aligned with new outside tracks, giving cross- 
platform interchange. 


Mr. T. R. Bilbow, FRIBA, is the chief 
architect to LTE; the chief civil engineer is 
Mr. C..E.. Dunton, MA(Cantab), MICE; and 
the chief electrical engineer is Mr. T. S. 
Pick, BSc(Eng), MIEE, MInstF. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Honduras.—The Special Committee for 
the Organisation of the Plan of Economic 
Development in Honduras has now sub- 
mitted its recommendations to the President 
of the Republic for consideration. The 
plan, which has been drawn up with the 
assistance of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, envisages 
the expenditure of about £54m. over the next 
five years on a number of projects, of which 
the principal is road construction’ and 
improvement. Substantial sums are sug- 
gested for social programmes: new schools, 
hospitals, sanitary services, cheap housing, 
hydro-electric plant and communications. 


A sum of just over £1,150,000 is suggested 
for the provision of new primary schools 
and equipment, and £250,000 for the exten- 
sion of existing schools. A new teachers’ 
training college and agricultural schoo] are 
suggested at a cost of £200,000. A cam- 
paign of protective medicine is recom- 
mended, involving the .establishment of 51 
health centres. It is considered that the 
capital costs of such a plan would be about 
£500,000. 


The Special Committee reports that a 
complete programme of construction to pro- 
vide working class accommodation for 
30,000 persons (the estimated number which 
would need to be housed during the next five 
years) would cost about £4m. The forma- 
tion of an Institute of Popular Housing 
under the Ministry of Development, is 
recommended to study, draw up and carry 
out such a plan. The building of a factory 
to produce prefabricated houses is urged... . 
The Government of Honduras is being urged 
to invest £300,000 for new water and sewage 
systems. 


Kenya.—New classrooms for European 
and African school children in Nairobi, 
which take only five days to build at a frac- 
tion of the usual cost, have been designed by 
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the Principal of the Kabete African Tech- 
nical and Trade School, Mr. R. Betts, and 
his assistant. Mr. W. Rae, who have also 
designed and built a three-roomed African 
house in the same material—precast pumice 
blocks. Work will soon begin on a block 
of five of these classrooms at a European 
primary school, and a six-classroom block 
is planned for an African primary school. 
The Minister for Education, Mr. J. M. Stow, 
is considering proposals for fourteen 
primary schools and five intermediate 
schools to be built in this new medium. 


The prototype classroom built in the 
Trade School grounds by eight African 
artisan-trainees, cost only £370. Built in 
precast blocks with a cement floor, fibre 
board ceiling and corrugated aluminium 
roof, the classroom measures 20 ft. by 25 ft., 
giving ample room for 30 pupils. A pro- 
totype house, consisting of three main 
rooms, kitchen store and bathroom, has also 
been built by the Trade School. The 
finished building, providing accommodation 
for an African family of five, was built, 
complete with fittings, at a cost of £500. 


Malaya.—The University of Malaya plans 
to spend £3m. on new buildings in the next 
five years, according to the Vice Chancellor, 
Sir Sydney Caine. . . . In the Singapore 
General Hospital grounds it is planned to 
build a hostel to replace the existing one, a 
new pathology building and other labora- 
tories... . The University of Kuala Lumpur 
is also to be extended to include at least two 
new faculties. . . . It is understood that 
tenders for the construction of the £500,000 
bridge at Klang will be called some time 
mext year. 


An application has been made to the 
Colonial Development Welfare Funds for a 
grant for a new hospital to be built at Kuala 
Lumpur. It will accommodate 600 to 700 
beds, and will be one of the best tropical 
hospitals in the world. Part of Kallang 
airport, comprising more than 1,200 acres, is 
to be divided into building lots, while a 
section of it will be developed as a sports 
stadium. 


A £200,000 water purification plant is to 
be constructed in the Kuala Lumpur dis- 
trict. .. . Malayan Railways are expected to 
spend £125,000 this year on the North Klang 
Straits project which will provide more 
wharves for Port Swettenham. The money 
will be spent on investigations and pre- 
liminary work. The whole scheme is 
expected to cost in the region of £4m. . . 
A firm of Singapore architects, Messrs. 
Swan and McLaren, have designed a cathe- 
dral for the diocese of Sarawak. It will be 
built at a cost of £75,000 on a hill outsidg 
Kuching. It will have glass bricks and 
wide-louvred concrete fins. It is hoped that 
it will be completed by Christmas, 1955. 


Northern Rhodesia. KariBA AND KAFUE 
Hypro-ELEctTRIC PROJECTS: The reports on 
the Kariba and Kafue hydro-electric projects, 
prepared at the request of the Federal Gov- 
ernment by French consultants, were released 
for publication recently. At the same time 
the comments on the reports of M. André 
Coyne, a distinguished French engineering 
consultant, were made public. M. Coyne’s 
recommendation is to centre the programme 
for the next ten years on Kariba. 


KaARIBA GORGE PROJECT: The report on the 
Kariba Gorge Project estimates the total cost 
of the scheme at £85,800,000. The guaran- 
teed annual energy output of the full 
scheme, allowing for the driest years, will 
be 6.5 billion kw. hours (units), which corre- 
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sponds to a continuous power output of 
740 megawatts: The first power will be 
available in July, 1961, when a minimum 
output of 140 megawatts will be generated. 
The first stage of the scheme, i.e., the first 
power-house with half the final total 
installed capacity, will be in full operation 
during the first half of 1963 with an annual 
output ,of 3.5 billion units. The estimated 
total cost at the first stage of Kariba will 
be £53,380,000. The final cost is estimated 
at £85,800,000. (This does not include 
estimates for the extension of the railway 
line 87 miles from Sangwe siding, beyond 
Sinoia, to Vuti, estimated to cost £3,9€0,000. 
ihe widening of the main Salisbury-Lusaka 
roid for 11 miles at a cost of £90,000, and 
the resettlement of displaced Africans at an 
estimated cost of £650,000.) 

AFUE ProsecT: The report on the Kafue 
project estimates the total cost at £55,050,000. 
The guaranteed annual energy output, allow- 
ing for the driest recorded years, will be 
2.6 billion kw. hours, which corresponds to 
a continuous power output of 300 mega- 
watts.. The first 75-megawatt unit will come 
into operation in July, 1959. The total cost 
of the first stage of the Kafue project is 
£36,510,000.' The final cost is estimated at 
£55,050,000. 

\VIESHI-TESHI DaM: An addendum to the 
report deals with the effects of building an 
additional storage dam higher up the Kafue 
at the Meshi-Teshi Gap. If this can be 
done the flow of the Kafue will be more 
effectively regulated than by the reservoir 
on the Flats, as the evaporation would be 
reduced. Estimated cost of building the 
Meshi-Teshi Dam is £7m. 


Philippines—Plans for a factory costing 
£700,000 are being studied. The factory 
will manufacture building materials from 
the husks of coconuts—wallboards, roofing, 
ceiling and flooring. ... The Neuss Hess- 
lein Textile Co. plans to construct a factory 
for the manufacture of cotton and rayon 
textiles. ... A new plant for manufactur- 
ing reconstituted milk is being studied by 
the Pacific Vegetable Oil Co. A pilot plant 
is to be set up as an experiment. 

A firm named the Chemical Industries of 
the Philippines plan to set up a £100,000 
plant for the production of calcium super- 
phosphate from local available rock phos- 
phate minerals.... The Economic Co- 
ordination Administrator has directed the 
National Development Company (NDC) 
to look into the possibility of establishing 
a complete plant for the spinning, weaving, 
finishing and printing of textiles, to be 
operated either exclusively by the NDC 
or aS a joint venture between NDC and 
private enterprise. 


USA.—Construction is to commence 
shortly on a four-storey research and teach- 
ing centre at George Washington University 
in Washington. The architects are Faulkner, 
Kingsbury and Stenhouse, of Washington, 
De. . A master plan is being prepared 
for the redevelopment of the Bunker Hill 
area of Los Angeles. The scheme, compris- 
ing 30 blocks, will cost $33m., and it is being 
sponsored by the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency. Commercial and manufac- 
during buildings will also be erected. 

A $30m. residential and shopping centre 
to be called Valwood Park is to be planned 
for Farmers Branch in the vicinity of Dallas, 
Texas. The scheme is being developed by 
the Cato Corporation, of Dallas, on a 500- 
acre lot.... Twenty thousand dwelling 
units are to be built by the New York 
Housing Authority at a cost of $300m. 


THE BUILDER 


SWEDEN’S BRYILDING 
ACTIVITIES 
(From a Correspondent) 


A CCORDING to figures recently pub- 
*«™ lished in Sweden, that country’s building 
activities have shown a marked increase in 
the post-war period and the volume is now 
about 50 per cent. above the level reached 
at the end of the 1930s. Most of this up- 
swing is due to the building of power plants 
and public projects of various kinds, there 
being only a small rise in the construction 
of dwelling houses. 

With a total production of 2,300,000 tons 
for 1953, and an estimated production for 
1954 of 2,400,000 tons, compared with 
1,200,000 tons produced in 1939, the output 
of cement has risen more steeply than the 
volume of building. The productive capa- 
city of the cement industry is being further 
extended and a continuous increase in out- 
put is expected for the next few years. Most 
of the production is earmarked for domes- 
tic consumption. Whereas, in 1952-53, ex- 
ports of cement amounted to about 340,000 
tons per annum, the figure for 1954 is likely 
to have dropped to about 100,000 tons. 

A still greater upswing is revealed in the 
production of light concrete. Whereas in 
1939 output amounted to 110,000 tons, in 
1953 production was 540,000 tons and the 
figure for 1954 is put at 600,000 tons. In 
1955, capacity is likely to exceed 750,000 
tons. The production is highly rationalised 
and new and improved items are constantly 
being added to the list of products. The 
largest expansion in this field is taking place 
at plants producing non-cementitious light 
concrete. 

The total output of the Swedish brick- 
works has shown a slight decrease since the 
pre-war years. The production of ordinary 
brick has dropped by 30 per cent., while the 
output of facing brick has registered a more 
than three-fold increase. Several old brick- 
works have been closed down and produc- 
tion has been rationalised at the remaining 
plants. o 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 1h edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**... This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a ise and“ t measure the 
whole subject." - The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.”"’- The Architect’s Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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CARIBBEAN BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondent] 


Jamaica.—Alumina Jamaica, Ltd., plan to 
commence work shortly on a £350,000 ex- 
tension to their Kendal works. This will in- 
clude a silo to provide storage of alumina 
up to 32,000 tons, and is expected to be com- 
pleted in 12 months. . . .The Colony plans to 
make 1955 a year of celebration. Of interest 
to the building industry will be the largest 
agricultural show ever held in Jamaica, to be 
staged at Denbigh on June 8 and 9. The In- 
dustrial Exhibition will follow in August, and 
later in the year the National Festival of 
Arts. 

Trinidad.—Tenders have been invited for 
a residence for the Speaker of the Legislative 
Council at Ellerslie Park, Port of Spain. Ar- 
chitects are Dept. of Works and Hydraulics, 
Architectural Branch, and the estimated cost 
$40,000. During her visit to Trinidad, Prin- 
cess Margaret will name the San Fernando 
Colonial Hospital, designed by W. H. Wat- 
kins and Partners, of Bristol,,.London, and 
Trinidad. The hospital was built by R. A. 
Farfan and Co., of San Fernando (founda- 
tions), and Ash and Watson, of Port of Spain 
(superstructure). It cost over $6m., took 
10 years to construct, and has 500 beds. 

Grenada.—The Government of Grenada, 
and some private individuals, are considering 
the provision of tourist accommodation in 
the Morne Rouge area. 

British Guiana.—The Union Carbide Corp. 
of New York has registered a subsidiary 
company in the Colony to start the produc- 
tion of manganese in 1956-7. As a pre- 
liminary to this a 65-mile-long railway is to 
be constructed. . . . British Guiana Timbers, 
Ltd., sponsored by the Colonial Development 
Corporation, has opened a $2.8m. saw- 
mill. At the same time the Government 
Forest Dept. has expanded their seasoning 
scheme by installing a modern processing 
plant to deal with more than 1,500 tons of 
timber per annum. The Colony hopes to 
market high-quality timber and timber pro- 
ducts throughout the Caribbean, using some 
lesser-known timbers. 


PFA FOR ADEN HARBOUR 


Shipments are now being made of pul- 
verised fuel ash from the British Electricity 
Authority’s power station at Littlebrook 
(Dartford) for the new harbour works at 
Aden. The initial contract is for 1,450 tons 
to be used as a partial replacement of 
cement in the concrete works. The contrac- 
tors are Pauling and Co., Ltd., and the con- 
sulting engineers are Sir Bruce White, Wolf 
Barry and Partners, who specified this 
material. It is expected that this initial order 
for Aden will lead to other markets abroad. 
The BEA has recently appointed an Ash 
Marketing Officer to propagate still further 
the work that has been done in recent years 
with this hitherto waste material. 


PROPOSED BRIDGE, AUSTRALIA 


* Advance information about the construc- 
tion of a bridge across the Swan River, Perth, 
Australia, has been made available by the 
Commissioner of Main Roads, Perth. It is 
understood that tenders will be invited 
towards the end of June. 

Details may be obtained from Export 
Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon 
House, Theobalds-road, WC1. Please quote 
reference number ESB 1516/55. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Scotiand’s Housing in 1954 


OUSES completed in Scotland during 
last year totalled 38,653. This was the 
second highest total ever recorded, and com- 
pares ‘with 39,548 in 1953 and 30,947 in 
1952, During December last year the num- 
ber of new houses built was 3,900, compared 
with 4,426 in the same month of the pre- 
vious year. These figures emerge from the 
quarterly housing return of the Department 
of Health for Scotland published on Febru- 
ary 3 (HMSO, price Is.). 

The number of houses under construction 
at the end of the year was 37,727, compared 
with 41,100 at the beginning, while the num- 
ber of houses started during the year was 
35,280, compared with 40,433 in 1953. 

The Department of Health states that the 
fall in the number of houses completed in 
1954 compared with 1953, and also the fall 
in the number of houses begun, reflect the 
bad building weather during the year, and 
the fact that some local authorities, nearing 
the end of their programmes, slowed down 
their rate of building. 

The number of new houses built in Scot- 
land under the post-war programme now 
stands at 222,973. In addition, 32,176 tem- 
porary houses have been built, and 6,580 
permanent dwellings have been provided by 
conversion and adaptation of existing build- 
ings, bringing the grand total to 261,729. 

Of the 222,973 new permanent houses 
built since the end of the war, 13,390 have 
been built by private enterprise, 953 by hous- 
ing associations, 4,217 by Government 
departments and 203,206 by Local Authori- 
ties and the Scottish Special Housing 
Association. The balance are rebuilt war- 
destroyed dwellings. 


Planning Compensation 


TWENTY-SIX questions explaining the 
compensation payable under the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act, 1954, are 
answered in a booklet published by the 
Department of Health for Scotland on 
February 4. 

The booklet, “Payments to Owners of 
Land” (HMSO, price 6d.) is primarily 
intended as a guide to claimants for pay- 
ments or compensation under the Act, but 
it also contains information on the general 
purpose of the Act, its effect on the com- 
pensation payable by a public authority for 
compulsory acquisition, and on the special 
provisions relating to the acquisition of unfit 
houses and the redemption of feu duties. 


New Town at Houston 


THE PROPOSAL to build a new town at 
Houston—resulting from a special meeting 
of Renfrewshire County Council—as a cen- 
tribution to the overspill problem of the 
Clyde Valley region, should strengthen 
Glasgow’s position in relation to the city’s 
plan for.a similar development at Cumber- 
nauld. ‘That was the view expressed recently 
by COUNCILLOR PETER MELDRUM, of Glas- 
gow, chairman of the Clyde Valley Planning 
Advisory Committee. 

He said he felt confident that his com- 
mittee would approve, as Renfrew County 
Council had done, the proposal to develop 
Houston. Councillor Meldrum remarked 
that it was part of a scheme to deal with 


THE BUILDER 





the overspill problem in the Clyde Valley, 
and the committee, after reaching their 
decision on Houston, would be looking at 
other sites with a view to completing the 
general plan for the whole area. 


Cumbernauld 


THE DEADLOCK between Glasgow Corpora- 
tion and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
on the financing of the proposed new town 
at Cumbernauld to take the city’s overspill 
of population may soon be broken. After 
recent statements that the next move was 
up to the Secretary of State, the Corpora- 
tion was told, on February 3, that another 
approach was to be made to him for further 
discussions. 


Repairs Policy Criticism 

ATTACKS on Glasgow Corporation’s inter- 
pretation of the new Housing (Repairs and 
Rents) (Scotland) Act were made by Mr. 
WiLuiaM J. I. Muir, president of the Pro- 
perty Owners’ and Factors’ Association, 
Glasgow, Ltd., when he presided at the 
annual general meeting of the association at 
Glasgow recently. He also accused the 
Corporation of seeking to “twist” the 
definitions of “ owner” in various acts to 
suit their own ends. 

Mr. Muir said the legislation contained in 
the act could at best succeed only to a 
limited extent in solving the pressing prob- 
lem of the premature decay of privately- 
owned rent-controlled houses, since there 
were sO many owners who, however willing, 
were completely unable to comply with the 
very stringent financial conditions of the Act. 

“ During the progress of the Bill it was a 
matter of concern to your council that the 
government went to such pains to underline 
the many legal remedies very properly given 
to tenants to ensure that in their relation- 
ship with owners they would obtain a fair 
deal,” Mr. Muir went on. “No one, I am 
sure, would for one moment seek to justify 
the unreasonable owner, but, equally, all 
should surely condemn the unreasonable 
tenant.” As time went on it became increas- 
ingly apparent that the successful application 
of the legislation would demand the under- 
standing and co-operation of owners, tenants 
and of local authorities. 

Unfortunately, he said, that desirable 
measure of co-operation had not been forth- 
coming from certain local authorities who 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationai 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen,:3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 4u. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 mee. 
a ¢. 
Ist <3 an sag 41 84 
2nd ats an co ae 55 74 
3rd it a «a 3 6S 
4th pa oe oe 111 23 
Sth - ib a, 125 14 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft mend om end of s. a. 
probationary period) ‘ 3 4 


Operatives on labouring ‘cnperetiens (at 
end of probationary period) ri 











seized the opportunity of supporting the un- 
reasonable tenant, in many cases at the ex- 
pense of the most conscientious of owners, 
and in all cases to the detriment of the ulti- 
mate objective of improved heusing condi- 
tions. 


New Schools for Glasgow 


WITHIN the next two years'Glasgow hopes 
to build 20 new schools—15 primary and 
five secondary. Giving that as their target, 
COUNCILLOR ALLEN C. YOUNG, when he 
presided at a meeting of the Education Com- 
mittee recently, said the primary schools 
would accommodate 7,240, and the secondary 
schools 6,150 pupils. 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Ayrshire.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for new operating theatre for the 
Northern Ayrshire Hospital Board at a site in Kil- 
marnock. 

Dunbartonsnire.—Plans are in hand for a scheme of 
60 houses (est. cost £87,450) at The Mill of Haldane 
development. Architect: William Wison (F), Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Dumbarton. 

Dunbartonshire. — Plans are to be repared for 
Catholic Church with Presbytery, etc., for the arch- 
diocese of Glasgow at the Drumchapel housing site. 
Architects: Reginald Fairlie & Ptnrs, (F&A), 7, 
Ainslie-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for commercial garage in Rose-st. 


(est. cost £16,000) for John Menzies & Co., Ltd., 
Wholesale Newsagents and Stationers, Hanover-st., 
Edinburgh. 


Falkirk.—Plans are to be prepared for primary 
school at Windsor-rd. Architect: Alexander J. Smith 
(F), County Offices, Spistall-st., Stirling. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for’ corporation shops and 
maisonettes at Summerhill-rd. Architect: Archi- 
bald G. Jury (F), Architectural and Planning De- 
partment, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for Messrs. Hugh McC. Kerr, Whittinghame- 
gdns., to be carried out at Kelvinside. Architects: 
Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions at South-st. for confectionery factory. Archi- 
tect: John Bolton (A), Swans-bldgs., Hamilton-st., 
Greenock. , 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for buildings at the 
junction of Commercial-rd. and North-st., Strathavon. 
Architect: George Hunter, 53, North-st., Strathavon. 

Lanarksbire.—Plans approved for Agnew & Simp- 
81-85, Oxford-st., 


son, Ltd., Gorbals, Glasgow, for 


business premises at Burnside-st.: Tannockside. 
Architect: Sidney W. Bernage (F), 44, Union-st., 
Stonehouse. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for Messrs. William 
Maybury, New-st., Bellshill, for scheme of reconstruc- 
tion and additions at North-st., Bellshill, Architect: 
William Baird, Main-st., Bellshill. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans approved for extensions, etc., 
for Scottish Industrial Estates factory at the estate of 
Newhouse. Architects: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie 
ge), 12, Claremont-gdns., Clifton-st., Charing 

Cross, Glasgow. 

arkshire.—Plans approved for wholesale con- 
fectionery buildings at Main-st., Holytown. Architect: 
Charles J. Lang, 111, Main-st., Holytown. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for new houses for 
the United Oils and Cake Mills, Ltd., 19, Blythswood- 
sq., Glasgow, to be erected at South Cathkin Farm 
site, Rutherglen. Architects: Messrs. Crawford & 
Neil (F), 133, Cathcart-st., Greenock. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the -heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (Tt) denotes closing date for applications; the 

ame and address at the end refer to the person from 
sboun particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 14. 
*tEnfield - UDC.—104 houses 
(South) estate. Frank Lee, E&S. 


FEBRUARY 15. 
Rangoon.—Head office building for Union Bank 
oi Burma. General manager, Sule Pagoda-rd., 
Rangoon. 


Holtwhites Hill 
Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 16. 
*jIsle of Ely CC.—Extension Ely St. Audrey’s in- 
fants’ school. County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. 
Ieaders by March 11. 


*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Alterations, Snapethorpe 
Hospital, Broadway, Wakefield. Architect to Bd., 
5 a Harrogate. Tenders by March 7. Dep. 


: Middlesbrough CBC.—Additional storey to work- 
op building, fire brigade headquarters, Park-rd. 
uth. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY. 17. 
*tHants CC.—Senior police officer’s house and fire 
one ae Lyndhurst. County A, Winchester. 
ep. s. 


FEBRUARY 19. 

*“+Middlesbrough EC.—Erection of Ladgate County 
prim. sch. and Park End County prim. sch. Direc- 
tor of Education, Woodlands-rd. Dep. £5 5s. each. 
Tenders by Mar. 25 

*}Salisbury Diocese.—Erection of Weymouth All 
Saints Church of England secondary school. Rev. 
F. E. Pratt Secretary to the Proposers,, 1, Church 
House, Salisbury. Tenders by March 25. 


FEBRUARY 21. 

*‘Depwade RDC.—30 dwellings. A. F. Scott & 
Sons, architects, 23, Tombland, Norwich. 

*tDunstable BC.—72 garages, Brewers Hill estate. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. March 16. 

*tIslington BC.—Three four-storey blocks of 32 
tags at Downham/Southgate-rds., NI. + TC. 

p s. 





"New Sarum City C.—Eight flats, Culver-st., Salis- 
bury. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Ongar RDC.—16 houses and three garages, 
Abridge. E&S, Bowes Field. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
*Barking BC.—48 flats, Thames View estate. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
*+Bristol City C.—12 shops, Fairfax-st. City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*+Norfolk EC. Three new schools. F. Lincoln 
Ralphs, Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Oakley- 


‘Bromley EC.—Technical school for boys, 
rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHampshire Police Authy.—Two police houses at 
ree and one at Winchester.- County A. Dep. 

s. 

*Huntingdonshire CC.—New 
wash basins, new fuel store, 
County A, Huntingdon. 

Inverness TC.—26 houses at Diriebught-rd. 


lavatory block and 
Holywell VC school. 


Burgh 


A. 
_*tTottenham BC.—Convenience, junction of Seven 
Sisters-rd. and St. Anns-rd., N15. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 25. 





_*Cambridge City C.—Junior school, Colville-rd. 
City S. Dep. £5 5s. P 
*tNorthampton EC.—Tech. Sch., Northampton 


(Phase 2). H. A. Skerrett, Chief Ed. Officer, Spring- 
field, Cliftonville, Northampton. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Inverness CC.—12 houses at 
Shankley, QS, 2, Ness-walk. 
*Warmley RDC.—30 dwellings. 


Newtonmore. J. 


M. Fudge, Clerk. 


Dep. £2 2s 
FEBRUARY 28. 
_*Coine.—19 old people’s bungalows, rear 10-14. 
Keighley-rd., for Peter Birtwistle Trust. J. Taylor, 
Town Hall. Colne. Dep. £2 2s. each trade. 
_ *York City C.—100 houses, Chapel Fields estate. 
£. Firth, City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £3. 
MARCH 1. 

*Bury CBC.—Gymnasium and changing rooms, 
Elton County sec. mod. sch., Walshaw-rd. E. 


I Jep. 


*tLewes BC.—20 maisonettes and 4 flats; 8 
maisonettes and 4 flats; and 14 houses, on De Mont- 
fort estate. C. T. Butler, BS. Dep. £3 3s. 


MARCH 2. 
Mexborough UDC.—106 dwellings on. Highwoods 
estate. A&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Wallasey CBC.—Moreton sec. mod. sch. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 3. 
*Glasgow Corp.—44 flats for 
Northmuir-rd., Drumchapel. 
Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 


MARCH 4. 
*t+South-Eastern Elec. Bd.—Alteration and part 
construction of Electric House, Wellesley-rd., Croydon. 
R. 


aged persons, 
Architectural and 


E. J. Harding, FIAS, AMSE, ‘* Seeboard,’’ 10, 
Queen’s-gdns., Hove, 3. Dep. £3 3s 
MARCH 7. 

*Swinton and Pendlebury BC.—13 shops with 
maisonettes over, Rake-la., Clifton. BE&S. Dep. 
[2 me. 

MARCH 8. 

Ploughley RDC.—Pair of houses at Horton-cum- 

Studley, and pair of houses at Wendlebury. E&S. 


Dep. £2 


MARCH 9. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—Stage, 

Honeycomb Chine, Boscombe. 

*Wallasey CBC.—Two houses, 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 


MARCH lI. 

*+Chatham BC.—Shops, flats and maisonettes, 
Weeds Wood estate. J. A. T. Richards, Deputy 
BE&sS. 

*Reading CBC.—Extension, spectators’ stand, etc., 
Palmer Park, Wokingham-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 12. 
*tPeterborough Jt. Ed. Bd.—Secondary modern 
school for girls, Dogsthorpe North estate. L. H. 


dressing-rooms, etc., 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1 Is. 
Stoney Hey-rd. 


Robjoin, S. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by May 3. 
*Ware UDC.—12 flats, Trinity-rd. A. G. Daven- 
port. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 14. 


*Beckenham BC.—House, 
Dove, BE&S. Dep. £2. 

*Leyland UDC.—Six shops and six maisonettes, 
Wade Halli Estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne EC.—College of Art and In- 
dustrial Design, Clayton-rd. East, Newcastle. Ex- 
tensions, stage 2. City A. Dep. £1 Is. 


MARCH 16. 
*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Two flats, Raleigh-rd. 
BE, Hotham House, Heron-court. Dep. £3 3s. 


NO DATE. 

*Burma Government.—Construction of Union 
Central Medica! Centre, Rangoon. Chief E., National 
Housing and Town and Country Development Bd., 
Rangoon Development Trust Building, 228-234, 
Bogyoke-st., PO Box N242, Rangoon, Burma. 

Scottish Special Housing Assn.—148 traditional 
houses at Branchton site, Greenock. SSHA, Ltd., 
15-21, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 

*Wakefield City C.—Three classrooms, 
rd. City E. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 19, 
Littleborough UDC.—E&S. (Materials., 


FEBRUARY 25. 
Lancaster City C.—TC. (Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 26. 
Maidstone BC.—BS. (Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 28. 
Harrogate BC.—BE. ¢Materials.) 


MARCH 1. 
Haslingden BC.—BS. (Materials.) 
Widnes BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 

MARCH 5. 


Manchester City C.—Heating and hot water supply 
at home for aged persons, Sale-rd., Northern Moor. 


City A 
NO DATE. 
*Birmingham City C.—List of contractors for ex- 
ternal painting of dwellings. Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Sumner-row. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 25. 

New Windsor RBC.—Site-clearing, _ tree-felling, 
levelling, grading and grassing of Baths Island. B 

tTowcester RDC.—Regional water scheme, Con- 
tract No. 28. Howard Humphreys & Sons, Victoria 
Station House, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 

Wigtown CC,.—Penwhirn Burn water supply 
scheme, first phase. Crouch and Hogg, engineers, 18, 
Woodside-cres., Glasgow, C3. Dep. £3 3s. 


FEBRUARY 28. 

Chesterfield BC.—Making-up of Edmund-st. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Fife CC.—River Leven purification scheme, Con- 
tracts Nos. 20 and 21. Blyth & Blyth, MM.ICE, 
135, George-st., Edinburgh. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hereford City C.—Reconstruction of river intake. 
City E. Dep. £3 3s. 

Maidstone BC.—Forecourts and access roads to 
lock-up garages at various sites. 


MARCH 2. 
Truro RDC.—Filter house at Wheal Daniell, near 
Chasewater. G. Osmand, ACGI, AMICE, Trevemper 
Lodge, Trevemper Bridge, Newquay. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 4. 
Rugby RDC.—Long Lawford sewerage and sewage 


disposal, contract No. 6. J. D. and D. M. Watson, 
MM.ICE, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI. Dep. 
£10 10s. 


MARCH 7. : 
Norham and Islandshires RDC.—Fenwick water 


supply. Waterhouse and Rounthwaite, 165, Westmor- 
land-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 10. 


Edeyrnion RDC.—Bettws Gwerfil Goch sewerage 
and sewage disposal scheme. Sandford Fawcett & 
Ptnrs., 53, Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. £5 5s. 

Liskeard and District WB.—River intake works, 
intake mains and tunnel. G. H. Ivory & Ptnrs., 24, 


Athenaeum-st., Plymouth. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 14. 
Horsham UDC.—Roads and sewers, Needles estate 
extension. 
NO DATE. 


Government of Hong Kong.—Reconstruction of Kai 
Tak ‘Airport. Scott and Wilson, Kirkpatrick & Ptnrs., 
47, Victoria-st.. SW1. Dep. £26 5s. 

Halifax CBC.—Reconstruction of Copley Canal 
Bridge. BE. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Pustic Houst.— London Brewers’ 
Council have allotted site reserved on Cleve Hall 
housing estate for licensed premises to the Wenlock 
Brewery Co., Ltd., 12, Wenlock-rd., Ni, for the 
erection of an on- -licensed house. 

Camberwell.—CoMMUNAL LauNpDRIES.—Hsg. Com. 
recommend, subject :o approval of MH&LG, that 
three two-unit communal laundries be provided to 
serve Blocks A, B and C on the Denmark Hill housing 
estate, at est. cost £6,935. 

Hendon.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Planning permission 
for the redevelopment of the West Hendon area com- 
prising approximately 34 acres has been granted by 
Middlesex CC, subject to ‘conditions, to BC. This 
land lies between West Hendon Broadway and the 
Welsh Harp. 

Hendon. — GOVERNMENT OFFICES. — BC have 
approved plans received from MoW of a Proposed 
block of Government offices to be erected in Finch- 
ley-la. 

"enden.— Houses. —Proposals have been made by 
H. J. Roger (Developments), Ltd., 19, Elm-way, 
NW10, for the erection of 20 houses on the site of 

* Arrandene,”’ Wise-la., NW7. 

Hendon.—Houses.—IP approval has been given to 
the erection of 17 dwelling houses on the sites of 
Nos. 4 to 24 and 52 to 62 (even), The Reddings, 
NW7, proposed by A. W. Curton, Ltd., Building Si-e, 
Lawrence-st., NW7. 
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Hendon.—ScientiFic BLock.—The erection of a 
three-storey scientific block at Garrick-rd., NW9, 
proposed by Tripe and Wakeham, architects, 16, Fitz- 
hardinge-st., on behalf of Schweppes, Ltd., 
Connaught-pl., W2, has been given TP consent. 

Hendon,—EstatE Layout.—Preliminary layout of 
housing site No. 2 a: Claremont-rd. submitted by 
BE&S has been recommended for BC’s approval.— 
Revised plans also submitted by BE&S for a proposed 
bleck of flats fronting Bittacy Hill on housing site 
No. 35, Holders Hill-rd., are also recommended by 
Hsg. Com. for approval. 

Hendon.—SuHors aND FLats.—Proposals by Philip 
Andrews & Co., surveyors, 1, Walm-la., NW2, relating 
to the demolition of No. 77, Cricklewood-la., and 
the erection of a pair of shops there, with flats over, 
and 15 lock-up garages, have been given TP approval. 

Hendon.—OrFices:—Approval has been given by 
TP Com. to outline proposals by Howard Farrow, 
Ltd., contractors, 1, Russell-par., NW11, relating to 
the proposed erection of an office block on the north- 
east side of Colindeep-la. 

Hendon. — MAISONETTES. — Proposals have been 
made by J. F. Rusted, 7, Anson-rd., NW2, for the 
erection of 12 maisonettes on the site of No. 195 
West Heath-rd. 

Hendon.—Orrices.—The erection of a new office 
building at No. 33, Bunns-la. proposed by John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., of that address, has been given 
TP consent. 

Kensington.—ConveRSIONS.—Hsg. Com.  recom- 
mend that approval in principle be given to the 
conversion this year of properties in Kenley-st.: Group 
A, Nos. 2-11 (cons.)—20 flats, conversion into 10 
single-family houses; Group B, Nos. 12-17 (cons.)— 

flats, modernisation to provide accommodation for 
old people; Group C, Nos. I and 18-22 (cons.)}—12 
flats, conversion into six single-family houses; Group 
E, No. 27 (a to f)—six. two-roomed flats, conversion 
into three self-contained flats. BE is to prepare, as 
the first phase, plans for conversion of Groups A 
and B. Hsg. Com. have also examined the position 
at Seymour King Buildings. There are six blocks of 
fla‘s, each block containing six two-roomed flats which 
will convert into three self-contained flats. Plans have 
been prepared by BE for a conversion scheme at 
Nos. 31-36. The total estimated cost of the conversion 
works at Kenley-st. and the remaining five blocks of 
Seymour King Buildings is £28,300. 

South Bank.—Orrices.—LCC has approved outline 
plans for a ‘* skyscraper ” block of offices which the 
Shell Petroleum Company proposes to build on the 
South Bank site. The outline plans approved provide 
for a 27-storeys tower block, the central feature. In 
addition, the group of buildings will occupy three 
sides of a square, with the lower wings planned to 
be of 11 storeys and a height of 110 ft. The premises 
will be the company’s main international headquarters. 
The company is also to lease another 2.2 acres, 
bounded on one side by Tenison-way, leading - off 
Waterloo Bridge, now partly occupied by the National 
Film Theatre. Offices to be erected here were planned 
to be 11 storeys high. e architects for the scheme 
are a and Robertson, FF.ARIBA, 53, Bedford- 
sq., ‘ 


> 


‘ 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Alnwick.—RDC approved plans for 
exchange at Felton. 


Ashbourne.—RDC propose erection of 60 houses on 
various sites in 1955 programme. 

Barnsley.—TC to prepare plans for fire station at 
Broadway. 

Bedale.—H. Richardson & Shaw, 5, Skinnergate, 
oe architects for 41 houses to be built by 


telephone 


Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC to place contract for 
erection of 40 houses. S, J. H. Shepherd, Council 
Offices, Haverton Hill-on-Tees. 


Billingham-on-Tees.—ICI, Ltd., propose additions 
to process building on factory site.—Plans approved 
for prefab. classrooms at Billingham North €ty. Sch. 
County A. G. R_ Clayton, Court-la., Durham—UDC 
asked Ministry to increase council’s houses allocation 
for this year from 350 to 450. 


Birmingham.—EC appointed Hickton, Madeley and 
Salt, Ashley House, Atherton-rd.. Walsall, architects 
for extensions at Bordesley Green Girls’ Mod. Sch.; 
and Jackson and Edmonds, 65, New-st., Birmingham, 
2, architects for extensions to Tile Cross Mod. Sch. 
—Reg. Hosp. Brd. propose erection of kitchen and 
dining facilities at West Heath Hosp., £41,500. 

Bollington (Cheshire).—RC Auths. of St. Gregory’s 
propose church on site at Wellington-rd. between 
Council Offices and railway viaduct, £24,000 est. 

Brackley (Northants).—RC Auths. to commence 
work this year on erection of church. 


Bradford.—TC approved scheme for new swimming 
baths at Harrogate-rd., £200,000 est. 


Brighouse.—BC to invite tenders for 3 houses, 2 
bungalows at Stoney-la. estate and 14 houses at 
Clifton. Propose 13 houses at Lillands-la. estate and 
to invite tenders this month for erection at Rastrick 
(Field-la.) estate of remainder of houses included in 
1955 allocation, Approved plans: 6 houses at Slade-la. 
for W. Hargreaves & Son; workshop at Armytage- 
rd, for Anderson and Catton, Ltd.; canteen, kitchen 
and lavatories at Sunnyvale Fireclay Works for Allen 
& Son (Halifax), Ltd.; industrial building at Armytage- 
td. for Anderson & Catton, Ltd. 

Brownhills (Staffs)—UDC propose 51 houses at 
Salters-rd. site, Walsall Wood, and 50 at Norton Canes 
and Central Ward sites. 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 


The Gypsum Building Products Association 
announce that, owing to increases mm manufac- 
turing costs, it has become necessary to increase 
the price of plain Gypsum plasterboard (i.e., 
wallboard (all thicknesses), baseboard and lath) 
by Id. per square yard, as from February 7. 











Carlisle.—A. S. Nixon, Ltd., Lowther-st., Carlisle, 
propose erection of 10 houses at Beaver-rd. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—Ferodo, Ltd., propose exten- 
sions to their canteen.—Derbys EC received approval 
for completion of sec. mod. sch. in 1955 programme. 

Chester.—EC propose erection of further two storeys 
to Central Block of College of FE in 1955/6 pro- 
gramme. 

Chesterfield.—Derbys EC approved erection of new 
fire station at Sheffield-rd., Whittington Moor, £72,000 
est. (steel and concrete construction). 

Chesterfield.—EC to have plans prepared for adapta- 
tions to existing Chesterfield Sch., and provision of 
a buildings along boundaries of adjoining playing 
ields. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC earmarked site at Pelton 
for proposed RC Church. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC to ‘build 337 houses at 
Barley Mow. Council’s A, F. Bowman, Estate Office. 
Birtley. 

_Clitheroe.x—TC propose 54 houses at Littlemoor 
site. 

Darlington.—TC considering scheme for housing all 
corporation departments in one building to be erected 
at corner of Horsemarket and Feethams. Scheme 
expected to be carried out over period of years. BE, 
G. S. Short, and Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm. 

Derbyshire.—CC propose erection of one-bay fire 
station at Whaley Bridge, £10,000 est., in 1955 pro- 
gramme. 

Doncaster.—C of E Auths. propose erection of new 
church at Wheatley Hills and church centre at Cantley 
estate. A, B. Miller, 39, Bluecoat-chbrs., School-la., 
Liverpool. 

Durham.—CC’s planning dept. prepared plans for 
redevelopment of four towns of Bishop Auckland, 
Shildon, Felling and Whickham, proposed to be 
carried out in next 20 years, est. cost about £46m. 

Easington.—RDC has received sanction to build 23 
bungalows specially equipped for disabled people. S 
and architect, R. R. Lumsden. 

Gateshead.—BE, G. F. Winters, instructed to report 
on suitable sites in town for helicopter base. 

Hartlepool.—R. H. Bailey, Yarm, in touch with TC 
regarding site at West View for proposed cinema. 

Jarrow (Co. Durham).—Corpn. Hsg. Com. approved 
in principle scheme est. cost £860,000 for construction 
of flats and maisonettes in redevelopment area in 
town centre. Proposed to provide accommodation for 
6,000 people, but in first stage 391 dwellings will be 
constructed for 1,303 people. BE, H. W. T. Perkins. 

Lancs.—EC approved scheme for erection of branch 
library at Blackrod. 

Leeds.—Reg. Hosp. Brd. approved in principle re- 
placement of Block H at St. Luke’s Hosp., Bradford, 
£80,000 est., and erection of new twin operating 
theatre unit, £30,000 est. 

Dewsbury Area: Approved additional operating 
theatre at Staincliffe Gen. Hosp., £18,000 est. 

Huddersfield Area:— New Gen. Hosp. on site to be 
decided, £500,000 est. 

Leeds Area: Extensions to pathological laboratory 
at St. James’ Hosp., £20,000, and provision of twin 
operating theatre unit at Seacroft Hosp., £15,000 est. 
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Pontefract Area: Two- and three-ward units at 
General Hospital, second operating theatre, extensions 
of facilities for outpatients and purchase of land at 
rear of hospital, £130,000. . 

Skipton Area: Three-storey ward block at Gen. 
Hosp., £200,000 est. : 

Wakefield Area: Extra thoracic operating theatre at 
Pindertields Gen. Hosp., £12,000 est. ; 

Leigh.—TC propose erection of public library. A, 
J. C. Prestwich & Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, 
Lancs. 

Liverpool.—Willam Henderson & Sons, Ltd., pro- 
pose large extensions to shop premises at Williamson- 
st. A, J. W. Beaumont & Sons, Danlee-bldgs., Spring- 
gdns., Manchester. : 

Macclesfield.—TC approved plans for premises at 
Statham-st. for Globe and Simpson (Manchester), Ltd. 
A, Mackeith, Dickenson & Ptnrs., 97, Church-st., 
Blackpool. 

Macclesfield.—RDC propose erection of 50 houses 
on various sites. 

Manchester.—EC to negotiate tenders with Vic 
Hallam, Ltd., Langley Mill, Notts, for erection of 
moveable temporary classrooms at certain council 
schs. Approved construction of entrance hall at 
Ardwick Cty. Sec, Sch. for Girls, Devonshire-si. 
Ferranti, Ltd., propose extensions to works canteen at 
Moston Works, St. Mary’s-rd., Moston. Plans by 
own Building Department, Hollinwood.—TC approv:d 
plans for office block at Pomona Docks, Hulme Hail- 
rd., Hulme, for A. Brown & Co. (Granite), Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—EC seek permission to carry out 
additions to Middlesbrough College of Art at cost of 
over 42,000. Educ. A, K. J. Caton, Education Offices. 

Middlesbrough.—BC approved plans by BE, J. 
oo for 82 houses and children’s home at Park 
nd 


Middlesbrough.—Head Wrightson Machine Co., 
Ltd., have secured contract valued at £600,000 from 
Richard Thomas & Baldwins, Ltd., Ebbw Vale, for 
strip galvanising plant. 

Morpeth.—Widdrington Co-op. Society applied to 
RDC for shop site on Widdrington Station housing 
site. 

Milnrow.—UDC propose erection of 10 bungalows 
at Newhey-rd. end of Cedar-la. and 20 from Halliwell- 
st. to Uncouth-rd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger- 
st., Newcastle, architect for proposed rebuilding of 
** Rock Hotel,’’ Cambridge-st., for J. Reid & Soiis, 
Ltd.; also for C of E primary sch. in Drayton-rd. for 
Diocesan Educ. Com.—Tasker & Child, 25, New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle, architects for alterations to 
printing works in West Blandford-st. for J. Burrell & 
C 


Oo. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C approved plans by City 
A. G. Kenyon, for blocks of three-storey flats totalling 
852 dwellings at Longbenton.—Primary sch. to be 
built in Halewood-ave. Plans by City A, G. Kenyon. 
—Smith’s Potato Crisps, Ltd., to build new factory 
on Coast-rd. Plans by J. Stanley, Beard, Bennett & 
Wilkins, Baker-st., London, have been approved. 

North Riding.—EC to start shortly with building of 
teehnical college at Redcar. A, Collins, Melvin, 
Ward & Ptnrs., 15, Manchester-sq., London, W1. 

Northumberland.—CC to build police headquarters 
at Hexham. Plans by County A, C. C. Brown, Coun‘y 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—CC recommended to construct 
civil defence training ceritre at Southgate, Morpeth, 
at £102,000. 

Northumberland.—EC approved revised plans for old 
people’s homes at Wallsend (£38,500) and Blyth 
(£37,500). 

Northumberland.—CC to build ‘‘ campus’”’ sch. 
at Walbottle. Plans by County A. 

Oldham.—Platt Bros. & Co., Ltd., propose large 
extensions to works, £750,000 est. 

Oswestry.—RDC to erect 60 houses in both 1955 
and 1956 for letting to miners.—TC approved layout 
for 4 shops at Middleton-rd. estate. ; 

Otley.—UDC to invite tenders shortly for 38 tradi- 
tional-type houses. 

Richmond (Yorks).—TC to carry out restoration 
work to restore Theatre Royal to original 18th-century 
condition. A, C. W. C. Needham, 6, High Petergate, 
York. QS, A. Stubbs, 32, Coney-st., York. 

Rochdale.—TC propose 90 dwellings on vacant 
site between High-st. and Wilson-st. 

Salop.—EC propose following schools in 1955/6 
programme:—Bridgnorth Mod. Tech., £127,775 est.: 
Pontesbury, £102,500 est.; Cleobury Mortimer, £57,250 
est.; Bishops Castle, £71,250 est.; Baschurch, £77,500 
est.; or Stokesay, £85,100 est. 

Seaham.—J. Barran & Sons, clothing manufacturers, 
Leeds, plan factory adjoining Dene House-rd. 

Seaham.—Layout plans by S, A. M. Smith, for 
erection of houses on Parkside Estate extension 
approved.—Planning approval. given to scheme by S. 
Cohen, of Sunderland. for erection of 30 houses om 
Leechmere Estate in Seaton-la. 

Seaton Valley.—UDC seek loan sanction for £36,809 
for erection of 30 houses on Village-rd. estate, Cram- 
lington. S., T. W. Burgess. 

Sedgley.—UDC approved in principle erection of 
Memorial Hall. 

Sheffield.—TC° propose erection of 6-storey blocks 
of maisonettes at Gleadless Valley estate. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Brd. approved new X-ray 
department at Beckett Hosp.: 6 staff houses at Astor 
Hall; appointed Symington Prince and Pike, De Mount- 
fort House, De Moun‘fort-sq., Leicester, architects for 
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additional operating theatre at Leicester Isolation 
Hosp.; appointed J. S. Johnson, 26, Silver-st., Gains- 
borough, architect for provision of accommodation for 
resident nursing staff at Reynard Hosp.; appointed 
J. Stinton Jones & Ptnrs., 21, Gloucester-pl., London, 
WI, as consulting E for developments at Lincoln 
Cty. Hosp.—TC to lease sites for erection of new 
licensed premises as follows: Birley Spa-rd. and Spa 
View-rd., Hackenthorpe, to Hope and Anchor 
Brewery Co., Ltd.; site at Lowedges-rd., Greenhill / 
Bradway estate, to Duncan Gilmour & Co., Ltd.; 
site at Knutton-cres., Parson Cross estate, to Duncan 
Gilmour & Ce., Ltd.; site at Lowedges-rd. and 
fopham-rd., Greenhill/ Bradway estate, to John Smiths 
Tadcaster Brewery Co., Ltd.; and site at Birley Moor- 
ave. and Birley Moor-cres., Birley estate, to Tennant 
Bros., Ltd. 

Slough.—£1m. school building programme approved 
by Bucks EC. Proposal for programme in addition 
io current £l14m. plan submitted to M of E. 

South Shields.—G. E. Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for” rebuilding 
premises in Empress-st. and Heugh-ter. for Craven 
Dairies, Ltd.—Licensed premises proposed at corner 
john Reid-rd./Chesterton-rd. for W. H. Tinwell. A, 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields.—Page, 
son & Hill, 75, King-st., North Shields, prepared plans 
for 24 houses in Horsley Hill-rd. for M. Swales, Ltd., 
{meary-st., South Shields —TC approved revised plans 
by W. Leech, Ltd., builders, Clayton-st., Newcastle, 
for houses at Horsley Hill—G. M. Dryden, Ltd., 
glaziers, Howard-st., North Shields, seek a site near 
Mill Dam, South Shields, for new business premises 
to employ 50 people.—F. M. Owsnett, 76, Cleveland- 
rd., Sunderland, appointed heating consulting E. by 
TC in connection with £100,000 scheme for extending 
fown Hall. 

Stafford.—Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Brd. approved 
in principle erection of new General Hospital, £1m. 


est. 

Stockport.—EC approved major scheme of exten- 
sions to Stockport College. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to build bus station at est. 
cost £30,000. Plans by Boro’ A. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—TC received loan sanction for 
erection of 42 flats (Moore and Cartwright, contrac- 
tors, Stockton), and 23 houses (Tarslag, Ltd., Stock- 
ton) on Newtown site. BE, G. Cowan, to prepare 
layout plan for erection of 200 houses at Fairfield. 
During 1955-56 EC intends carrying out additions to 
Newham Grange School (£10,000). Boro’ A, T. C. 
Hartley, prepared plans for three classrooms at St. 
John’s CE (Controlled) Sch.—Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect houses 
at Rosehill Farm.—Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
Billingham, to use land at Crooks Barn-la. for 
housing purposes.—A. E. Gray & Son, builders, 
Chapel-st., Thornaby, to erect eight houses_in Cover- 
dale-rd. to plans by G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., 
Stockton.—Stainsby also architects for six houses 
in Bromley-rd. for G. Hope, Ltd., builders, Stockton, 
and for layout of Green Beck estate for Moorhouse 
and Barker, Ltd., builders, Thornaby. 


Sunderland.—Extensions proposed to Sunderland 
College of Art. Boro’ A, C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd. 


Sunderland.—Corporation Highways Com. approved 
plans for by-products plant at proposed abattoir at 
Fulwell. Plans for abattoir by Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. QS, T. H. Rae, 5, Bel- 
ford-ter. 

Sunderland.—RDC to seek Ministry approval for 
improvements of 1,600 houses at cost of £83,000. 
Plans by -S, C. Emmerson, Council Offices, The 
Esplanade. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough- 
rd., Middlesbrough, architect for warehouse’ in 
Thornaby-rd. for Watson & Co., Ltd., and four houses 
in Swale-ave. for T.. Rea, builder, Thornaby.—TC 
approved in principle scheme by Skeen and Keelan, 
builders, Stockton, for development scheme at White 
House Farm. 

Tynemouth.—North & Ptnrs., Maidenhead, archi- 
tects for proposed retail furnishing store in Saville- 
st. for Brown Brothers and Tailor—TC._ proposes 
shops and flats at Chirton Grange North and Lynn-rd. 
estates.—Reed, Ryder and Meikle, solicitors, 19, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, applied to TC 
for permission to erect houses on 10 acres of land 
near Preston-rd.—TIC to consider tenders for erection 
of flats on further scattered sites at North Shields. 
A, G. H. Gray &.Ptnrs., Camden-st., North Shields, 
and QS, Falconer and Prentice, 43, Howard-st., North 
Shields 

Wallsend.—TC to negotiate price with J. H. James, 
Archer-st., for erection of 74 houses on Low Willing- 
ton Farm estate. G. N. Teasdale, BE. 

Wardle.—UDC to prepare revised layout for erec- 
tion of houses on vacant site bounded by Ashbrook- 
cres., Hollowspell, and Oakcliffe-rd. 

Warsop.—Notts CC propose erection of branch 
library at High-st. 

Warton.—RDC propose additional 27 houses at 
Harbour-la., Warton.—Air Ministry to erect further 
24 houses. 

Wellingborough.—UDC approved revised layout for 
235 houses and further 124 private enterprise houses 
on Northampton-rd. estate. 

Wellington.—UDC considering erection of offices 
adjoining public library at Walker-st. 

West Hartlepool.—TC to negotiate price with local 
master builders’ association for erection of 20 two- 
ee flats and 114 three-storey flats. Boro’ A, A. G, 
Sinclair. 


THE BUILDER 


Whiston.—RDC propose 6 aged persons’ bungalows 
at corner Field-rd./Clock Face. 
Whitehaven.—TC approved 

Homewood, Hensingham. 

Whitworth.—UDC to erect 20 houses at Knott Hill 
in 1955 programme. , 

Wigan.—RDC approved plans, office, weighbridge 
and commercial garages at Appley-la., Appley Bridge, 
for Walter Martland, Ltd.—Rugby Football Club to 
commence work at end of April on second portion of 
new stand. 

Wolverhampton.—BC appointed Lavender, Twenty- 
man and Percy, Waterloo-chbrs., Waterloo-rd., as 
architects fot additional practical rooms at Penn Sec. 
Sch. 


layout 50 houses at 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alderley Edge.—Laboratories for ICI, Ltd., at 
Alderley Park: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., London, 
£1,500,000 est. 

Ayrshire.—-50 houses at the Bellfield and 154 houses 
at the Titchfield-st., housing sites, Kilmarnock. 
Architect, N. S. Sutherland. Quantity surveyor, N. B. 
MacColl, Master of Works Offices, Kilmarnock: *John 
Moodie (Kilmarnock), Ltd. 

Birmingham.—Erection of following, for EC: 
Colmers Farm Girls’ Modern School, *Parsons & 
Morrin, Ltd., 133,  Belgrave-rd., Birmingham, 
£113,997; Benacre nursery unit: *Thos. Lowe & Sons, 
Ltd., Grenville-bldgs., Cherry-st., £46,271. 

Blackpool.—Gas service centre at 115, Church-st., 
for North-Western Gas Board: *F. Parkinson, Ltd., 
Mowbray-dr., Blackpool. 

Bradford.—12 houses at Eccleshill South Estate, for 
TC: *M. Harrison & Co. (Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill 
Quarries, Farnley, Leeds, £16,419. 

Brackley (Northants).—18 houses at Bull Baulk, 
Middleton Cheney, and 12 at Greatworth, for RDC: 
*Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Oxford. 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—The under- 
mentioned contracts have been placed:— 

Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, N3, renewal 
of permanent way in the Ipswich district. Rotinoff 
Construction, Ltd., 125, Pall Mall, SW1, stabilisation 
of earthworks, blanketing, renewal of drainage, 
reballasting and lifting of permanent way and raising 
and extension of platforms at Ingatestone station. 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 171, Shaftesbury- 
ave., WC2, construction of access road, completion 
of road vehicle shop, wagon repair shop floor, etc., 
at Temple Mills new marshalling yard. Wellerman 
Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3, construction of new 
staff accommodation at Broughton-la., Sheffield. 
Paterson Hughes Engineering Co., Ltd., Bedford 
House, Bedford st:, Strand, WC2, supply, delivery and 
erection of one 5-ton electrically operated overhead 
travelling crane for new central permanent way depot, 
Chesterton junction. Ww. & French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex, stabilisation of earthworks, 
renewal of drainage, blanketing, reballasting of per- 
manent way between Wickford and Rochford. 

Camberwell.—16 dwellings at permanent housing site 
No. 48—Camberwell-gr.: *H. Greenaway & Son, Ltd., 
£39,476. . 

Chelmsford.—Six shops with two maisonettes and 
four flats over, Westlands Estate, for BC. Vincent J. 
Willis, BE, S&A, Chelmsford: *Wade Made Houses, 
Ltd., £18,434. 
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ge ge houses on the West-la. housing 
estate, for os Surveyor, W. Ridley, C 
Offices: *Direct labour. = — 
Chester-le-Street.—89 houses at Lumley, for RDC 
Architect, F. Bowman, Great North-rd., Birtley, Co. 
Durham: *Direct labour. 


Colwyn Bay.—Block of six dwellings at Colwyn Bay 
Brentide ees, Se. Rev. I. Vaughan Morris: *T. 
un ughes, illside-yard, Llanerch-rd., -on- 
Sea, North Wales. - ane: 
Coventry.—Foundations for the new 
Cathedral. Architect, Basil Spence, OBE, ARA 
FRIBA. Quantity surveyors, James Barr & Son, 
Glasgow: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., £90,729. Other 
contractors invited to submi: tenders were: Richard 
Costain, Ltd., London; J. R. Deacon, Ltd., Lichfield: 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., London; J. GC. Gray, Ltd, Coven- 
try; George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Castle Bromwich. 
Covyentry.—Distribution warehouse and offices at 
Torrington-ave., for Distribution Services Depot, Ltd.: 
*Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Folkestone.—TC have accepted the following tenders 
for houses at their Wood-ave. site: (17 houses), *C. 
Jenner & Son, Ltd., £24,593; (10 houses), *C. Jenner 
& Son, Lrd., £14,110; (10 houses), *S. Vant & Son, 
Ltd., £14,684 (subject to the approval of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government). 
Glasgow.—Protestant primary school at Rockenzie 
housing site. Architect, John Macnab, FRIBA, 
Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow: *James Crawford 
& Sons, Ltd., 162, Crow-rd., Partickhill, Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—Baths building at St. Cuthbert’s senior 
secondary school, for Corpn. Architect, John 
Macnab, FRIBA, Education Offices, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow: *Dick A. Menzies & Co., Ltd., Pollokshaws 
Contracting Works, Forth-st., Maxwell-rd., Glasgow 
£20,765. , 
Glasgow.—Protestant public ‘school at Castlemilk 
housing scheme. Architect, John Macnab, FRIBA, 
Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow: *The Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Western-super-Mare. 


Greenock.—Plans approved for development No. 3 
of Larkhill housing scheme: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), 
Ltd., Levenbank. 


Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for 
scheme of 122 houses at the Larkfield housing site. 
Archi‘ect, J. Austen Bent, ARIBA: *Athol Houses, 
Lid., Park-circus, Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Hendon.—Improvements to houses, Cloister-rd., 
oe: Aaa *W. Richards & Sons (Hendon), Ltd., 


Hendon.—Eight flats_and eight maisonettes at 
housing site No. 25—Edgware-rd. (Hyde Cottage): 
*Roger Malcolm, Ltd., £25,391. 

Lanchester.—40 houses at Lanchester and 20 at 
Langley-park, for RDC. Surveyor, J. A. Routledge, 
Council Offices, Lanchester: *Direct labour, £72,335. 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for week ended February 5:— 


Building work: F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowobray-dr., 
Blackpool, Lancs; M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 
School-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs; Wilson Lovatt and 
Son, Ltd., Clarence-st., Wolverhampton, Staffs. Run- 
way construction: John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, 
NW7._ Electrical wiring services: James Scott & Co. 
(Electrical Engineers), Ltd., 97, Campbell-st., Dun- 
fermline. Surfacing work: Limmer & Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., 4, Woodside-pl., Glasgow. Heat- 
ing services: J. Jeffreys & Co.. Ltd.. St. George’s 
House, 195/203, Waterloo-rd., SE1. Heating and hot 
water installation: Steam & Mining Equipment Co., 
Ltd., 3, 4, & 5, Oxford Offices, Oxford-row, Leeds. 
General maintenance work: J. E. Smith (Worksop), 
Ltd. Kilton-rd. Worksop. Notts; J. H. -Woodward 
(Contractors), Ltd., Eastfield-rd., Leamington Spa. 


€London (MoW),—Contracts placed by MoW for 
week ended January 22:— 

London: Castlewood House, New Oxford-st., W1, 
internal decorations, Clark & Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old 
Town, SW4; Holloway Prison, N7, conversion of hos- 
pital block into women prison officers’ quarters, 
William Willett, Ltd., Sloane-sq., SW1; Farraday 
Buildings, South Block, Queen Victoria-st., EC1, 
alterations to cable chamber, Higgs & Hill, Ltd., South 
Lambeth-rd., SW8; Bethnal Green, El, erection of 
Cambridge Heath-rd., Branch Post Office, Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., 61, Bartholomew-cl., EC1. 

Buckinghamshire: NSHC Hostel, Old Bath-rd., 
Colnbrook, internal painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd., Croxley-rd.. W9. ° 

Lancashire: HOCD Training Establishment, Wash- 
ington Hall, Chorley, internal and external decora- 
tions, Woolfall & Rimmer, Ltd., 71, London-st., 
Southport. 

Midlothian: National Library of Scotland, Edin- 
burgh, special finishings, slate and marble work, 
Toffolo Jackson & Co., Ltd., 110, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, . 

Norfolk: Fakenham, Barons Hall. erection of New 
Crown building, Fisher & Sens (Fakenham), Ltd., 
Hempton, Fakenham, Norfolk. 

Somersetshire: TE, North-st., Taunton, extension 
and alterations, Stansell & Son (Taunton), Ltd., 
Billet-st., Taunton. 

Stirlingshire: Bo’ness-rd., Grangemouth, erection 
of telephone exchange, John Best (Contractors), Ltd., 
Warriston House, Edinburgh. 

Surrey: MAF Veterinary Research Laboratory, 
Weybridge, Surrey, construction of 8 incubator rooms, 
Charles Hearson & Co., Ltd., 68, Willow-walk, SE1. 


Coventry 
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Yorkshire: Rotherham, csriies of a rege garage 
and workshop, Henry Boot Sons, Banner 


Cross Hall, Eccleshaul-rd., aA Sheffield, 11. 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Individually 
Representative Organisation 
in the Kingdom 








in the 
EASTERN COUNTIES 


we have the following Branches :— 


Bedford Berkhamsted 

Cambridge Colchester & Clacton 

East Herts Gt. Yarmouth 

Ipswich Kettering 

Luton Norwich 

Peterborough Rayleigh 

Rushden Sheringham 

Spalding Southend-on-Sea 
Wellingborough 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION : 














3.3.0 





Prompt and efficient assistance for any 
Member in difficulty. Periodic Bulletins 
giving vital information. 





Apply to:— 
G. M. Willis, Regional Secretary, 


53, Hills Road, Cambridge 
Telephone: Cambridge 58597 





THE BUILDER 


{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended January 29:— 

London: Employment Exchange, Frederick-st. 
Stratford, E., reinst of war d » Turnbu 
& Son, 9, Northumberland Alley, Fenchurch-st., EC3. 
Ayrshire : John-st., Ayr, erection of job, John "Wight 
& Co, (Edinburgh), Ltd., Earls Gate Works, Grange- 
mouth. Hampshire: Ministry of Supply,” MEXE, 
Barrack-rd., Christchurch, erection of engine test 
house, Furneaux, Ltd., 251, Barrack-rd., 
Christchurch, Hants. Pembrokeshire: Saundersfoot, 
erection of telephone exchange (UAX), Phelps & 
Owens, Priory-rd., Milford Haven, Pems. Stirling- 
shire: Bainsford Works, Falkirk, alterations to form 
PO garage and workshop, Thomas Lindsay, Ltd., 
Dundee-crt., Falkirk. 


{London (War Dept).—Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended January 29:— 


Co. Down: building work, Baird Bros., Belfast; 
Hampshire: piling work, Concrete Piling Ltd., Lon- 
don; painting and decorating, F. Labbett & Sons, Not- 
tingham; road work, Roads Construction (1934), Ltd., 
Frome. Herefordshire: building, W. Bowers & Co. 
(Hereford), Ltd., Hereford. Oxfordshire: roadwork, 
Ameys Asphalt Co., Ltd., Abingdon. Warwickshire: 
building work, A. Pearce & Sons (Building Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Birmingham. Wiltshire: roadwork, 
W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Exeter; building work, F. 
Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. Yorkshire: renewal 
or floors, Henry Jaram (Builders), Ltd., Cottingham; 
building work, Tarslag, Ltd., Wolverhampton, 


Liverpool.—Extensions to ~ ey at Mark-st., for 
Langham Engineering Co., Ltd . H. Hughes, 423, 
Eaton-rd., Liverpool, 7. 

Manchester.—Kirkmanshulme-la. 
Schoo! for Boys, for EC: *G. & J. 
Little Hulton, near Bolton. 

Mansfield.—Alterations to foundry at Victoria-st., 
for Antonio Richardson, Ltd.: *Adam Eastwood, Ltd., 
Burns-la., Warsop. 





Central Grammar 
Seddon, Ltd., 


Newbury.—54 houses, Valley-rd. estate, for BC. 
BS&WE, E. H. Hutton:— 

ane (Builders), Ltd., Slough. . ea . £83,887 

. J. Dunning & Sons, Ltd., Hants .. .. 79,056 

E A. Bance & Sons, Ltd., ‘Woolton Hill .. 78,562 

J. Minns & Co., Ltd., Oxford Hs Pe Pe 
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Woolaway Construction, Ltd., Taunton .. 76,353 
Cooke Brothers, Ltd., Newbury .. 74,500 
Hoskings & Pond, Ltd., Newbury .. +. 74,500 
*A. Blake & Sons, Bath-rd., i tad -: 72,659 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Factory for ith’s Potato 
Crisps, Ltd.. _ Architects. J. S. Beard, Bennett & 
Wilkin, 101, Baker-st., London, WI: *Sir Robert 


McAlpine & Sons, Star-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newmarket.—32 houses, Valley-way, Houldsworth 
Valley Estate, for UDC. P. D. Lees, architect, 
Council Offices:— 


Bury St. Edmunds Development Co., Lae, 

Bury St. Edmunds A . £44,340 
John Brignell &- Co., Cambridge 9327 
Fuller & Blackwell, Burwell, Cambs. es 43,904 
L. C. J. Sewell & Son, Ltd., Bury St. 

Edmunds re as, eae 
a & Bailey, ‘Ltd., * Cambridge Fe 43,585 

W. J. Hunt, Ltd., Cambridge ‘ 42,97? 
*Law Bros., Ely-rd., Littleport, Cambs. 39,005 
Raunds (Northants).—Extensions to factory at 

Coleman-st., for Tebbutt & Hall, Bros., Ltd.: *R 


Marriott, Ltd., Midland Works, Higham- rd., Rushden. 

Sedgley.—Factory at Holloway-st., Lowes Gorna! 
for Fordham Pressings, Ltd.: *K. Millard & Sons 
Ltd., Wolverhampton-rd., Oldbury. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—24 houses at Preston and. four 
bungalows at Longnewton, for RDC.  Suryeyor 
G. Brown, Yarm-la., Stockton: *Smith & 
Twentyman, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Swadlincote.—31 blocks of houses, bungalows and 
flats, Darklands-rd. housing estate, for UDC: *F 
Perks & Son, Ltd., Long Eaton, Nottingham, £95,098 
(subject to the approval of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government). 

Tynemouth.—81 pairs of semi-detached houses o: 
the Kennersdene Park Estate. Architects, A. J. Sea! 
& Ptnr:;., Majestic-chbrs., Westover-rd., Bournemouth 
*Tersous, Ltd., London. 

Whitley Bay.—12 houses on the Earsdon Grange 
Estate, for TC: *R. A. Gofton & Sons, Monkseaton, 
£1,495 each. 

Wood Green.—In connection with a scheme for three 
blocks of three flats in Grosvenor-rd. and one block 
of two flats in Crescent-rise. which was referred to as 
contract *“‘B’’ in our last issue, we have been 
informed that the contract was awarded to Cawood 
Wharton & Co., Ltd., and not to the firm originally 
named. 

Wrexham.—96 houses for TC at Rhosnessney: 
*Thos. Warrington & Sons, Ltd., 82, Station-rd.. 
Ellesmere Port, £103,867. 48 houses at Ashton-gr.: 
*H. — & Co., 15, Park-pl., Adwy Coedpoth, 
£54,787. 
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